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TO

DIVIE BETHUNE, ESQ.

AND

MRS. BETHUNE,

London^ May 24, 1821.

DSAE

SOME reason or other for publishing
these letters will, 1 suppose, be expected:
and yet, you know, the rendering such an
account is often, to an author, more un-

pleasant than writing the book itself. You
will not wonder, therefore, that I wish to

blunt the edge of this difficulty by turning
that which should have been a preface in-

to a letter, and a letter to my beloved
friends in New-York. In your company I

shall lose some of my awkwardness per-

haps.
Several friends in England have sugge'st-

ed the propriety of giving, in a more ac-

cessible form, those accounts of the state
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of the heathen in India, and of our mission

there, which formed the principal contents

of the discourses 1 was called to deliver

on my return to England. And similar

suggestions have been made in America,
especially t>y Dr. Chaplin and other breth-

ren in the state of Maine. The greater

part of these letters, therefore, have been
written in conformity with the ideas of

these friends.

My reasons for writing the letters to

Mrs. Fuller, to a missionary student, and
the four last letters, need not be offered.

When at Norwich last year, the Rev.

Joseph Kinghorn expressed a hope that 1

might, in visiting Holland, find some ma-
terials for giving a better account of the

present state of the Mennonites than was

generally possessed in England. Through
the assistance of the Rev. N. Messchaert,
of Rotterdam, and of my beloved compan-
ion, the Rev. W. H. Angas, I obtained
from three Dutch works, the contents of

letters 19, 20, 21, and 22.

The whole of these accounts appear in

the form of Farewell Letters, just to gratify

my own feelings. I hope the persons to

whom they are addresed will excuse the

appearance of their names here without

leave.



DEDICATION. 11

I rejoice that I have visited America;
that I have seen some part, at least, of

the New World, the chosen refuge of the

puritans, and of many an eminently devo-

ted Christian.; the land of equal privileges;
of pure and heavenly light; the country
to which, under God, next to my own, the

eyes of every friend of God and man on
earth are directed; the hope of the world.

I owe to you, my dear friends, under a

gracious Providence, a great share of the

comfort and success which have attended

my visit to America: I found Serampore
in your family. Your influence raised a
considerable part of the fund now left in

America for sending forth Hindoo minis*

ters of the gospel from the Serampore col-

lege ; and through your letters of intro-

duction I obtained access to some of the
most devoted Christians in the United
States.

Many thanks for the Memoirs of your
dear mother, Mrs. GRAHAM. It was the

only book I read during my passage tb

England. What a high consecration of
herself to God! What deep humility!

Accept of the overflowing feelings of
the heart of,

My dear friends,

Four most obliged friend and servant*

W. WARD.





LETTER t

To the Rev. Dr. NEWMAN, Stepney,"

The Hercules, at sea, March 26, 1821.

MY DEAR Sm,
WHEN I left New-York for Liverpool:

yesterday, I considered it as the com-
mencement of my return to Serampore ;

and I resolved to devote the leisure and
retirement 1 might enjoy in my cabin to

these farewell letters, begun at your sug-

gestion.
After an absence of twenty years from

England, it was to be expected, that the

great moral changes of so considerable
and so remarkable a period, the successful

attempts to revive the unity and energies
of the primitive age, and the formation of
so many benevolent institutions, would pro*
duce a very strong and delightful impres-
sion on the mind of such an exile.

2
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I recollect, that as soon as 1 set my feet

on board the Criterion* in 1799, on ray

way to India, to join Mr. Carey and Mr,

Thomas, residing there since 1793, 1 lay
down on a seat upon the deck to read the

voyage of the Duff, then recently publish"

ed. The Bible Society^ with its auxilia-

ries, and still more interesting associations ;

and numerous other institutions, which
have entitled the age in which we live to

be denominated the "suttee joog," i. e, the

"age of truth," did not at that time exist-

It was impossible, then, not to exult in-

observing, on my return, the progress of

the kingdom of Christ, in a country en-

deared by every youthful recollection, arid!-

rendered stiM dearer by absence, so long
an absence, and by the painful contrast
between the land of biblesv of Christian'

temples,
Christian ministers, and Christian'

institutions, and a; land full
1

of dead idols,-
heathen temple?? priests, "afiomimable
idolatries," and containing One Hundred-
Millions of degraded idolaters.

Ah ! my dear Doctor, I can never convey

* Commanded by Capt. B. Wickes, senior, of Phila-

delphia, who still lives, and whose great humility and
4irdent Christian

friendship cannot be forgotten by his

surviving passengers',
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to your mind that awful feeling of chris*

tian solitude that overwhelming loneli-

ness, which I have sometimes experienced
when standing, 15,000 miles from a chris*

tian land, among Forty or Fifty Thousand
mad idolaters, hearing their shouts and

seeing their frenzy. How piercing the

thought, that this was an exhibition of the

mental and spiritual condition; this the

brutal worship, and this the preparation
for eternity, of 500,000,000 of the human
race! Oh! under these impressions, the

Christian church becomes almost invisible,

and the work to be accomplished appears
so prodigious, that nothing but the recollec-

tion of the promises, of Calvary, and of

Pentecost, preserves the mind from absolute

despair.
But to return to Britain: to find in the

establishment* so many labourers "doing
the work of evangelists," and a Missionary
Society, increasing daily the extent and
the sacred energy of its operations; to

* When I left England, the peculiar doctrines of the

gospel had not been preached, I believe, in the five

established churches at Derby since the time of the

puritans. 1 was happy, however, to find, on visiting
this my native place in 1819, that two of these church-

es had recently been blessed with clergymen who fol-

lowed the apostolic rule, 1 Cor. ii. 2.
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perceive the great increase of dissenting

and Wesleyan-methodist chapels, and the

vast additions to 'their societies; to see

the pious members of Christian churches

visiting the benighted villages, and thus

dispersing the last remains of heathen
darkness in England ; to see rising in eve-

ry part of the country institutions well

suited to remove ignorance, profligacy, and

misery, the whole of the pious youth in.

Britain engaging in these truly Christian ef-

forts;- and to recognise, amidst all this

increasing ardour, so much Christian lib-

erality and union how. my dear Sir, how
-could such an exile, surrounded with" sum-

mer-scenery like this, help exclaiming,
"And is this the country of my nativity?"
"Thou shalt no more be termed Forsa-

ken; neither shall thy land any more be

termed Desolate; but thou shalt be called

Hephzibah, and thy land JBeulah
;.

for the

Lord delighteth in thee."

May you still be enabled, my dear Sir,

to contribute a large share towards the

religious prosperity of our country! May
many a Christian missionary go forth en-

riched by your instructions, and formed by
your holy example, and become a faithful

and successful herald of salvation. Re--
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member, before "the Father of Mercies,'*
the 100,000,000 of Hindoo idolaters, and
their and your servant, for Jesus' sake.

W. WARD;
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member, before "the Father of Mercies,'*
the 100,000,000 of Hindoo idolaters, and
their and your servant, for Jesus' sake.

W. WARD,



PRESENT MORAL STATE

LETTER II.

To JOHN BRECKINRIDGE, Esq. of Princeton

College, New-Jersey.

The Hercules, at sea, March 27, 1821.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

THE frankness with which you entered

on the discussion of Christian missions

\vith a stranger, in a very transient visit,

and the blame you so unhesitatingly took
to yourself for neglect in reference to this

stupendous subject, must be my apology
for addressing this letter to you.

Yes, there has been a most awful neg-
lect of the spiritual interests of mankind ;

and the criminality of this neglect must lie

somewhere.
What is the state of the world? The

number of its inhabitants is, 1 believe, gen-

erally supposed to be about Eight Hundred
Millions. The situation of the countries

which all these beings inhabit; the degree
of civilization to which they have attain-

ed ; their languages ; their literature ; their

manners and customs; the climate, soil,

and productions of each of these countries,

ajid a great variety of other circumstances
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connected with the present existence of

these millions, have been, to a certain ex-

tent, ascertained. No want of talent and

zeal in those who have enriched our libra-

ries on these subjects: they deserve well of

mankind. It is in the Christian church on-

ly that cowardice and indifference to the

state of the world, have been placed a-

mong the virtues.

In the commission given by our Lord to

his disciples, what an immense field did

he open for the exercise of Christian phi-

lanthropy and heroic enterprise! "Go ye
into all the world; preach the gospel to

every creature." By a mysterious, yet

mighty influence, he infused into their spir-
its all the fervours of a divine benevolence:
and thus constituted them, in his absence,
the representatives of the Divine Mercy in

the world, and the selected agents through
whom all the blessings flowing from the in-

terposition of Christ were to be imparted
to mankind, till all the effects of the curse
should be removed from the earth. With
such an impulse as this given it, and with
such a design unquestionably, the vessel of

mercy and salvation was launched on the

ocean of this world immediately after the

ascension of our Lord.

And what is now the spiritual condition
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of our race? Five Hundred Millions, it is

notorious, remain to this hour Pagan idol-

aters, and Oae Hundred Millions more are
the followers of the impostor Muhummud.
Two hundred millions only are left wearing
the Christian name ; and in order to make
the calculation respecting the real state

of this remnant as favourable as possible,
we will suppose- Princeton to be a fair ep-
itome of the whole ehr siian world. Is

there one person in four in Princeton who
appears to be brought decidedly under the

influence of Christian principles? I fear

not. We have then less than 50,000,000
of real Christians on earth at any given
time, and all the rest (750,000,000) are

living and dying without God in the world!

And this is not the picture of the worst,
but of the best period of time, next to the

days of the apostles. Perhaps there never
existed more good men on earth at one time
than there are at present; and yet this

leaves more than fifteen out of sixteen of

the human race unacquainted with the sal-

vation which is in Christ Jesus; and this

havock made by sin and death has contin-

ued without interruption, day by day, and
hour by hour, through all the ages since

the fall.

There is something so fearful, so tremen*
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tious in this retrospect, that I do not vvon-

$er that men who have never known '"the

terrors^ of the Lord," and "the exceeding
sinfulness of sin," should reject the theory

altogether. While looking down into this

abyss, my dear Friend, I am seized with a

shivering horror. I tremble exceedingly.
And yet the truth which is here so deeply
impressed on my mind is the same as that

which I learn from the history of the fallen

angels, left without a Saviour; from the

flood ; as that which 1 receive inGethsemane-
and at Calvary; and which. is irresistibly

confirmed while I look at the civil, and

mental, and moral condition of these

Seven Hundred and Fifty Millions of Pa-

gans, &c. All proclaims the fearful truth,

that there is a criminality, a turpitude, a

desert in sin, which we cannot comprehend.
And if it were the will of God, that the

law should take its course, without mercy,
to the end of time, what could- we say?
"Is God unjust that taketh vengeance 2

God forbid."

But if in this fearful condition the world
is not to remain if a brighter destiny, a

most glorious transformation awaits it -

and if the command "to teach all nations,"
has never been repealed nor suspended,
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then there must have been a most shock-

ing neglect of duty somewhere.

Seeing so'many prophets had painted this

brighter period in the most glowing colours,

and had raised their loftiest, their sweetest

strains, to usher in the reign and universal

conquests of the Messiah; and seeing our

Lord himself repeatedly referred to these

halcyon days, and directed his disciples
to a universal dissemination of his gospel,
and to the work of universal teaching, how,

these records being read/by the Christian

church every sabbath-day, how shall

we account for Christians having left, for

seventeen hundred years, in a state of per-
fect brutality and crime, Seven Hundred
and Fifty Millions of deathless minds com-
mitted to their especial care by the Great
Head of the church?
What makes this neglect the more strange

and unaccountable is, that the command
comes from the highest possible authority

that this command is most express, and
its meaning most palpable that the Being
who issued it said, at the Very time it pro-
ceeded from his lips, "Mark! 1 am with

you, even unto the end of the world," that

this Being has "all power in heaven and
upon earth," that this command is close-

ly connected with the eternal condition of
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these successive swarms of men, eight

hundred millions composing each genera-

fton_^.and that every one of those to whoni

the execution of this commission is confi-

ded, is supposed to possess the mind that

was in Christ Jesus, who came "to seek and

to save that which was lost," and to havef
as the distinguishing feature of his char-

acter, an overwhelming sense of the value' *

of the human soul.

How, with a provision perfectly commen-
surate with the extent of the commissioa

with a command, from the Being who
was hims'elf the atonement, that every
creature should hear the gospel' with

such proofs before us that this gospel is the

power of God to salvationhow, with all

these facts staring us in the face.- how is

it, that we have never attempted to carry ,

these glad tidings beyond the walls of our
owii Churches? How can we apologize for

this criminal rr
:

eglect,"when our fellow-coun-

trymen, unassisted by the principles: and
motives which inspire the Christian:, have,
within' a very few years, amongst yon,
founded a new world, and amongst us,
founded an empire comprising TOO.OOOJOOQ'
of heathen subjects?
What pestilential influence can have

thus withered the arms of 60,^)00,000 of
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Christian soldiers, to whom had been in-

trusted "the sword of the Spirit," and neu*

traJized within them all those high and
sacred principles which had been imparted
to them in their Christian birth, and : stript

them of those energies which, under their

Great Captain, had been enough to con-

quer the whole world?

, My, dear Friend, the cause of this total

abandonment of effort, under such a lead-

er, under such an inspiration, and with
such prospects, is one of the most singular,
and yet, one of the most important inqui-

ries, which Christians at this day can pos-

sibly institute.

It will be said, that for many centuries,
those who felt the genuine force of Chris-

tian principles, were in too depressed a
state to make efforts for the spread of the

gospel: their whole strength was required
to preserve any portion of united existence.

They were in the situation of ..men in a

besieged fortress ; attacks upon the territo-

ries of the enemy were out of the question.
This defence, to a certain extent, must be
admitted. But will He "whose eyes are
as a flame of fire, and his voice as the
sound of many waters," accept this as an

apology for the indifference and inactivity
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tftE COMMISSION Of CHRIST.

Of the last two hundred years for the

apathy of the present hour?

1. Iris an awful fact, that the spirit of

missions has to christianize the church,

before the church can christianize the

world. There is scarcely a single body of

Christians on earth that has not lost the

primitive energy and enterprise, in a tho-

rough subjection to doctrinal or practical
'SELFISHNESS.

2. If we were merely in a profound sleep,

we might be roused ; but the state of large
bodies of professing Christians reminds one
of a garrison, who, to keep out the enemy,
have kept up the draw-bridges so long that

they cannot be lowered again, and thus all

egress is prevented. In the state of still

larger Christian bodies, we are reminded
of a garrison, who have become so fond of

garrison duty, and garrison fare, that they
have no wish to enter upon the campaign
and engage the enemy.

3. But there are certain theories and
practices still tenaciously adhered to,
which are either directly at variance witlu
the commission of Christ, or which para-
lyse all missionary energy.

4. Those views of the divine sovereign-
ty which diminish, in the mind of the reci-

pient, all compassion for the unconverted.
3
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and every influential impression of the

solute and inseparable connexion between
the end and the means, must necessarily

produce an indifference to the use of

means, where vigorous effort is required,
-and where expense is to be incurred.

5. Those ideas of the atonement which

prevent a minister from pressing the gos-

pel calls and invitations upon the attention

of the unconverted, must in a great degree
unfit such a person for the wor.k assigned
to ministers in the commission of the Lord
Jesus.

6. It is too common to confine the Chris-

tian ministry to the building up of the

church. Many ministers, I fear, seldom

preach but to believers, and about their dit-

ties and privileges. Treating the Bible

as a text-book, and finding it full of that

which is to make the man of God perfect,

they imagine that they cannot be wrong
while the} preach from the Bible and ac-

cording to it; seldom asking themselves

this question, 'To accomplish what objects
was the Christian ministry instituted?'

But ought we not to understand,, that the

Bible is thus full of instruction to the belie-

ver, that he may stand in less need of the

labours of him, whose main work is to call

simiers to repent and believe the gospel ?<
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Is it any wonder, when the minister makes
so small a reference to the unconverted,
that the people should feel no concern for

the heathen? It cannot be matter of sur-

prise, that additions to such churches are

so rare: the conversion of sinners is not

sought after; it makes no prominent part
of the work of the minister. And if he
were to devote much of his preaching to

the calling of sinners, he would inevitably
be placed among those who are mere novi-

ces in the knowledge of Christian mysteries.
A celebrated preacher in Scotland was
spoken of one day, in my hearing, for this

very reason, as standing in need of some
one to teach him the way of the Lord more

perfectly. And thus the Christian minis-

try is confined to teaching,* and the sub-

lime work of preaching is almost laid aside.

Hence a vast pulpit preparation is neces-

sary to produce incessant variety, to hu-
mour the taste of the people, to keep

* The offices of apostles and prophets have ceased
in the church, if the word prophets in Ephes. iv. 2,

signify those who interpreted the discourses delivered
in an unknown tongue. But where is the next order,

Evangelists, and why are pastors or teachers the only
order left? Does not this simple fact supply the testi-

mony of volumes, and prove, that our churches have
lost sight of the great object of their existence?
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them satisfied with their state, and to avoid

.the shadow of an opinion which has not

passed the human ordeal. In the cold and
dull effects arising out of this system, we
see the infliction of that punishment which

Might be expected to follow such a depart-
aire from the charge given at Bethany.
.Not only are sinners not converted, but

these services, except where extraordinary
talents are possessed, are, for the most part,

exceedingly destitute of interest. A meet-

ing for prayer is often much more edifying.
The fact is, that most of the professors in

England, &c. labour under a preaching sur-

feit; hence so many bad humours break

out, plainly indicative of the nature of the

disease. And yet some ministers are alarm-

ed, lest the engagements of their hearers
in Sunday schoof and other exercises,
should destroy their personal religion. But

gospel blessings are to be expected much
more in active engagements, than in a care

only for personal enjoyments: see Genesis

xii. 2. Prov. xi. 25. And the evident bless-

ing of God resting on those who thus de-

vote themselves to the good of others^

especially of the rising generation, removes

every shadow of doubt on this interesting

point. When a minister, whose life has
been spent in the work of teaching, and
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whose ministry has had little reference to

the extension of the kingdom of Christ,

comes to die, he can have no share in the

consolation flowing from Daniel xii. 3:

"They that turn many to righteousness
shall shine as the stars forever and ever."

Hdw different the close of a life in which
the. minister has spent all his energies in

pleasing his people; to that of the minister)

ho\vever small his parts, who has been
successful in "winning souls." Prov. xi. 30.

7. Other ministers dwell almost exclu-

sively on the privileges of believers ; scarce-

ly daring to touch at all on duty and ob-

ligation, lest they should be considered as

legalists; and this is so suited to the un-

sanctified taste of men, that the hearers
not unfrequently compel the minister- to be-

come himself the example of the effects

of his own doctrine: they contribute

scarcely enough to keep him from starving.
How should such congregations do any
thing for maintaining ministers among the

heathen?
8. It is possible also so to preach on the

subject of election, as to please a congre-
gation by bringing them to indulge the

most contracted ideas of the kingdom of

Christ, exhibiting it only in connexion with
the awful displays of divine iustice.iasf.cad

.

"

3*
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of expanding the mind, and stimulating it'

to exertion, by exhibitions equally scriptur-

al, but in which we behold the whole
world brought into the fold of Christ. The
baneful effects on missions of such partial

displays of this scriptural doctrine, (given
to comfort believers, but believers of an
order of piety to which few in our day at-

tain,) need not be enlarged upon.
9. Jn the same spirit of selfishness a

society, say of three hundred members,
maintain a man to gratify them by a reli-

gious exhibition every sabbath-day, with-

out any reference to the state of the un-

converted, or at least with a very partial
one. Hence three parts out of four of the

congregations in America and England do

nothing, or next to nothing, for the con-

version of the wicked in their own streets.

The heathen, placed fifteen thousand
miles from them, are not likely, in such a
state of feeling, to be remembered.

10. But the greatest impediment to the
introduction and culture of a right spirit

on this most important subject, will, per-

haps, be found in such a love of the world
as stands reproved in the fifth chapter of

the Acts of the Apostles. It was not with-

out reference to a state of the church like

that of the present times, that the sin of
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Ananias and Sapphira was so awfully pun-

ished, just when the gospel was beginning
its progress through the world.

Surely every Christian society should

consider, that they are united together, not

for themselves, but for the extension of the

kingdom of Christ. Without depending on
the labours of the evangelist whom they
maintain, the Saviour has made ample pro-
vision in the Holy Scriptures, for the edifi-

cation of his church, in the gifts of church-

members and the privileges of a church-

state, in multitudes of excellent works on

every doctrinal and practical subject, &c.

Those Christians who have pleaded most

strenuously for the duty of mutual exhort-

ation, would have been in a good measure

apostolical, if they had united to maintain
an evangelist to preach the gospel freely,

(as far as the powers of one individual

could go,) to every creature. In this way
the apostles received aid from their breth-

ren But in making no provision for ex-

tending the Saviour's kingdom, and in leav-

ing the whole of the unconverted to the
bald instructions of a secular ministry, in

a room apparently private, I think they
have surely been mistaken.

Let a Christian minister bend his prin-
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cipal attention to preaching the gospel,
that is, instructing the world to which he
is sent; let every gift in the church be em-

ployed in the instruction of the young, in

visiting the abodes of the ignorant and the

afflicted, in distributing tracts and the Ho-
ly Scriptures, and let the gifted members
edify, the church in meetings of church-

-members; and then the church will assume
an attitude truly primitive. And if the

members be really imbued with the spirit

of Christianity, the energies of this Chris-

tian provision* for the teaching of the

whole world will soon be seen in the change
wrought upon the surrounding population.

Whatever apologies may be made for

the inactivity of Christian societies while

under the overwhelming power of anti-

christ, these apologies, in America and

Britain, can be accepted no longer; and
let us hope, my dear Friend, that no doc-

trinal, no practical errors will now be per-
mitted to enfeeble those energies derived

from Calvary, and from Pentecost, and

* To suppose that our Lord Jesus Christ has com-
manded his church to teach all nations, without afford-

ing the means of obeying this command, would be

highly profane* There is this power somewhere;-'
where is it? ..
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which are ultimately to give to the Lord
Jesus universal dominion.

I am
My dear Friend,

Most truly yours,
W. WARD,
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LETTER -ffl.

To the Rev. Dr. RYLAND, Bristol.

The Hercules, at sea, March 28, 182"},

MY DEAR DOCTOR,
THE spiritual state of the world, to a

mind not cauterised by the most monstrous

perversions of those scripture truths which
relate to the Divine sovereignty, the influ-

ences of the Holy Spirit, &c. is, and ought
to be, the most heart-rending of any thing
connected with our present existence. Per-

haps the statement contained in the pre-

ceding letter, relative to the number of the

heathen, &c. may not be minutely correct;
but it is not the least affecting part of this

awful recital, that a million placed on one
side or the other still leaves almost all the

human race in a state too dreadful to be
alluded to without feelings of indescriba-

ble agony. While we contrast our circum-
stances with those of all those countless

myriads who have passed into eternity
^'without hope," our adorations are mixed
with trembling, and we are compelled to

exclaim, "How unsearchable are his judg-

ments,, and his ways past finding out,"
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what feelings should a Christian

view these ravages of sin and death ?*~.

With, Satanic congratulation? With stoic-

al apathy? Or with .the feelings of our

Lord Jesus Christ, when, in the broken

language of the most poignant grief, he
lamented the destiny of a city about to be

awfully visited for the commission of a

crime, in which he himself was to be the

sufferer ?

Some persons doubt, whether it accord
with the Divine goodness to punish the

heathen living and dying in a state of gross

ignorance. This is^ indeed, my dear Doc-

tor, a very delicate and difficult question?

yet, leaving the deceased heathen to be
dealt with, as we are sure they will be,

according to the nature of their probation-

ary, state, and according to their works, it

might be asked, If the ignorance of the
heathen exonerate them from blame, and
if they do not perish, (whatever perishing

may mean when applied to the heathen,)
does not the interposition of Christ appear
to have been wholly unnecessary? It be-
comes "-avail able, according to this hypo-

*
"My God! I feel the mournful scene!

My bowels yearn o'er dying men!
And fain my pity would reclaim, ._.

And snatch the fire-brands from the Same,"'
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thesis, not to save from perishing, but only
as making a mere fra'ction of the race

rather more happy than they otherwise

would have been. What becomes of -nu-

merous passages, speaking such language
as the, ...following? "That whosoever be-

lievetiiimight not perish ;" "They that sin

without law shall perish without law ;"

"Be not deceived; neither fornicators, nor

idolaters, &c. &c. shall inherit the kingdohi
of God;" -4'A.t that time ve were' without*

* **

hope -/'"The fearful, and the unbelieving,
and idolaters, &c. shall have their portion
in the lake," &c. How shall we account
for the feelings of the apostle of the hea-

then, for a life of incredible exertion like his,

and for his language, "1 became all things
to all men, if by any means I might save

some," if the heathen are not in danger of

being lost? Finally, if heathens are not in

a perishing condition, and if carrying the

gospel to them will bring them into such a

state, then the very reverse of this {passage
will be true., "How beautiful upon the

mountains are the feet of him that bringeth

good tidings," &c.
I have no objection, if such an idea can

be fairly established, to believe, that

Cornelius's prayers were heard while a
heathen and destitute of faith in Christ j
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and that God does, by his Spirit, change
the hearts' of heathens, as he does those

of dying infants, imparting to them the

blessings of salvation through the Redeem-
er. But then I must observe, that, amidst
=a pretty large acquaintance with the hea-
then in India, I have never seen one man who
appeared to "fear God and work right-
eousness." On the contrary, the language
of the Apostle seems most strikingly appli-
cable to them all: "There is none righteous,
'no not one; there is none that understand-*

eth; there is none that seeketh after (the

true) God. Their throat is an open sepul-
chre ;* with their tongue they have used de-

ceit ;t the poison of asps is under their

lips;J their feet are swift to shed blood ;

and the way of peace they have not

known."
How happy are you, my dear brother*

in having had committed to you the work
r

of assisting pious young men to become the

:

* The impurity of their "conversation is beyond all

description.

j They are finished adepts in the art of deception.
t For slander and abuse they stand unrivalled, even

amongst the most degraded of mankind.

Oh, how strikingly is this exemplified in the eager-
ness with which the Hindoos go into the work of im~

the poor widow and other human victims I

4



BO THE HEATHEN PERISH

agents of the Father of mercies in recon-

ciling the world to himself by Jesus Christ;
and to carry to these heathens the glorious

Gospel of the blessed God. May you still

be spared to be very successful in this di-

vine employment!
Ypurs, very faithfully,

W; WAKD,
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LETTER IV,

To the Rev. Dr. STAUGHTON, Philadelphia,,

The Hercules, at sea, March 29, 1821.

MY DEAR DOCTOR,
THE restricted progress of Christianity,

and the moral 'darkness in which so great
a portion of the globe has remained, not-

withstanding the Sun of Righteousness
has arisen, and the Desire of all nations

has appeared, forms one of the most mys-
terious dispensations of Providence which
has ever occupied human attention.

That many acts of the Divine Govern-
ment should be to us inscrutable, arises

out of the very nature of things: and a-

mong other causes, the imperfection of our

moral vision makes this inevitable. Those

parts of the divine procedure in particular,
which depend for elucidation upon events

not yet ripe for execution, must necessarily
remain in a state of mystery. We look

to heaven as to that state in which "we
shall know as we are known;" but I appre-
hend many present mysteries will be un-

folded by the state of the church in the

last times, as the New Testament church
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jbas unfolded the mysteries, types, and pro-

phecies of the Old; and, among other

things to be then developed, the reasons

for the small progress .of Christianity

through so many ages, will jbe much more

clearly manifested.
When the Redeemer shall have accom-

plished the defeat of all his enemies; shall
!have removed from the abodes of men all

the loathsome marks of the late rebellion*

and of the infernal tyranny which had

perpetuated its ravages during six thousand

years, and shall have extended his reign
over the whole of his once-lost empire;
when he shall have unfolded, age after

age, the extent of the good he communi-

cates, in the transformation and blessed-

ness of eight hundred millions of minds,
and when he shall have given to the hn-

juan character the gilded lustre of the

setting dispensation then, what an ama-

zing contrast to all the systems of hea-

thenism, operating as they had done for

thousands of years on so vast a portiori of

the human family, will Christianity present,
an the fulness of its moral glory, and in the

fulness of its benefits!

It has pleased God, while he has provi-
ded a remedy for the present and future

-consequences of the apostacy, and has
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been exhibiting the most interesting proofs
of the efficacy of this provision on the hu-

man character, to permit the wisest men,
the greatest minds ever formed, in differ-

ent ages, to bring forward, in reference to

the spiritual state of man, the results of

their combined powers.
These theories have each had a long

trial on vast masses of men; and all have

utterly failed, and all have sunk into deser-

ved contempt when "brought on any one

point, into comparison with Christianity.
It is not a contrast between the systems of

Socrates and Pythagoras: it is exactly that
kind of failure which we expect when the

Competition is between man and God: I

have sometimes asked an unbeliever to

explain to me the theory which' he, would

give me instead of Christianity. We have,
however, in the works of the wisest hea-

thens, the very substitute we solicit; for

none of these modern unbelievers pretend
to be wiser than the Greek philosophers,
or to have a system different from theirs.

It may be objected, however, that at this

distance of time. \ve know but very im-

perfectly, on many points, what were the

opinions of these philosophers. Had we
been their contemporaries; had we seen

the effects of their systems on the people'.
4*
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who embraced them, we might then

been able to have decided on the exclu-

sive claims of Christianity.

My dear brother, in the writings of the

Hindoos, and in the effects of these wri-

tings on a population of one hundred mil-

lions, during a longer trial than has yet
been allotted to Christianity, we have the

very means of proof that these unbelievers

ask for present, palpable, and living

proof.
In this letter, I propose attempting an

abstract of the philosophical doctrines

most popular among the Hindoos, and a

very rapid sketch of the moral stale of

those who have lived and died under the

full influence of these theories.

Three of the six schools of philosophy
once famous in India, were atheistical.

The doctrines of these atheists were es-

tablished for a considerable period in In-

dia, and they are still taught in the sys-
tems which prevail throughout China, Ja-

pan, the Burman Empire, Siam, Ceylon,
&c. What an awful thought, Sir, that

three hundred millions of the human race

are, to this hour, under a system of avow-
ed atheism!

No person has been found wicked enough
to maintain that atheism is as good as
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Christianity; and therefore we have here

no opponents; but a few of the specula-
tions of the Hindoo theists will unfold a

system little better, I presume, than athe-

ism.

These philosophers, of whom Vedvas,
the compiler of the vedu, was one of the

most distinguished, taught,* that every

thing we can see, or form any conception
of, is to be referred to one or the other of

these two principles: it is either spirit or

mailer, since, besides these, nothing else

exists; that all spirit is God; that God
exists without attributes in a state of eter-

nal repose, intangible, unconnected with

any of the forms of matter. A state of

profound sleep, in which the individual

has no mental exercise whatever, and the

state of the unruffled ocean, are alluded
to by this philosopher as emblems of the

state and blessedness of spirit. Specula-
tions like these, making known a Being
without attributes and having no connex-
ion with creatures, is surely nothing better

than pure atheism; nor is the practical

system founded on these theories. an atom
better than the theory.

These philosophers further teach, that

the spirit in man is individuated deity;

* See the Yedantu-Sarw,
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that in this connexion- with matter, spirit

is degraded and imprisoned; that the great
and onJy business of man on earth is to

seek emancipation, and return to the bles-

sed source from which he (that is, spirit,

for I, thou, and he, are referable only to

spirit) has been severed.

Tiie mode of obtaining emancipation, is

by the practice of the ceremonies denomi-
nated jogue, all which ceremonies are con-

nected with bodily austerities, having for

their object the annihilation of all con-

scious connexion with the body and with
material things. Deliverance from the in-

fluence of the body and all material things,
will leave spirit, even while in the body,
in a state of divine tranquillity, resembling
that of God, for the passions alone are the

sources of pain; and will fit the individ-

uated spirit for re-union to God, for the

passions are the sources of life and death,
and confine the individuated spirit to a
continued course of transmigration, and
rivet its union to matter.

And now comes a long list of these jo-

gees, exhibited to us as practising these

austerities, which are intended to extin-

guish all attachments, all desires, all cher-

ished union between the spirit and the

body, and between the spirit and the ma-;
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terial existences with which it is surround-

ed. We see these jogees retiring to for-

ests, renouncing all communion with other

beings, living in solitude and silence, iiiflict-

ing on the body the most shocking austeri-

ties, and increasing them as the body is

able to bear them, till the poor wretch
sinks under the experiment. No doubt,

myriads have thus perished.
I have asked bramhuns, at different

times, whether any such jogees now exist-

ed. They have acknowledged, that they
never saw any. but at the same time have
avowed their belief, that such might be
found in the forests. I have heard of one

jogee who is said to have been found, some

years ago, in almost an inanimate state,

by a rich Hindoo, in the Sunderbunds. This
Hindoo brought the jogee to Calcutta,
and kept him in his own house for some
time. He performed no religious ceremo-

nies; he never asked for food or any thing

else; .had no choice nor preference of any
thing; was indifferent to every outward

object: all that could be said of his union
to material things was, that he breathed
the same air with others. Some licentious

young men attempted, in various ways, to

awaken his passions; but in vain. The
rich Hindoo became at length tired of his
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jogee whq.is.said to lia ve.been> found, 6hie

years ago,
1

in lalmost an inanimate- state, >

by a rich Hindoo, inthe Sunderbunds." Th'iC

llindop brought the jogee to
Calciit|^

and ikept him in his oWn house for sorrle*

tinfe. He' performed no religious cereBr^*

^nies; he never asked for food orlany tlt|

else;- had no choice nor. preference of-a^
tiling; was indifferent to ever)/' outward
object: ^11

that could be said of'.'Mkunkm

,to material things \yas, that 'he , brea^^d^
the same air'with others. ^Som^lir'"

11 * 5""" '

rj'^men attempted^ in various \,.
'

"^Qltrt " "
' ^?-

'
. V~f ^

"

iken his passrons; but in v'am.

Hindl^ 13'ecame at length tired .of .h^
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guest: and, as he was going a journey to

Benares, he resolved to take the jogee
with him, and leave him there. On the

way he remained in the same state of ab-

sorption; till one evening, when the boat
was brought to for the night, he was ob-

served to be walking by the side of the

Ganges, when he met a jogee like himself:

they smiled at each other, and immediate-

ly both became invisible.

The speculations I have alluded to in

this letter, form the belief of all the Hin-

doos; and there are still a number of men-
dicants in India who imitate the jogees.
The people at large do not become jogees.
because these austerities are incompatible
with the existence of human society; but

they make constant allusions to this doc-

trine of spirit; to the subjugation of the

passions, and to transmigration, as inevit-

ably attaching to men, till perfect abstrac-

tion and absorption are obtained.

Amongst the religious mendicants, the

mimicry of jogeeism manifests itself in a

variety of shapes: here comes a man
having a tiger's skin thrown over his

shoulders: in the dress of a forest resident

he is aware that he has access to the heart

of a Hindoo, and that by this means, he

can open the hand of charity. Another



DP CHRISTIANITY 4?

Mendicant from the same motives, profes

ses to have made a vow of perpetual si-

lence: the villagers crowd around him, and

present to him milk, sweetmeats, rice, &c.

With such a proximity to the jogee he is

sure not to starve, although he dare ask

for nothing. 1 have seen several individu-

als of the order of Oorduvahoos, having
the right arm stiff and withered, raised

above the head, and unable to lower it.

Such a devotee^ with his long hair, clotted

with mud, tied round his head like a tur-

ban, with his emaciated and vacant face,
rendered still more dismal by being be-

smeared with ashes, and with his : body
nearly naked, exhibits one of the most

pitiable sights on earth. The Asiatic re-

searches contain an account and an en-

graving of an ascetic who constantly lay
on a bed of spikes. I once saw at Cal-
cutta two Hindoos, each of whom had sur-

rounded himself with three large wood
fires, so near to his body as almost to

scorch hiin^ while the vertical sun beat up-
on his bare head. Each day was passed
in the practice of these austerities ; and it

was said, that these men remained up to

the neck in the Ganges during a consider-
able part of the night. They thus exposed
themselves -to the greatest degree of
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and cold they could endure, to dry up all

the juices of the body, and to annihilate

all sensible connexion between spirit and

matter, that they might be prepared fot

absorption into the ocean of spirit. Some
modern jogees go without clothes, to hold

up the idea that they are destitute of pas-
sions. And the names by which two large
bodies of mendicants are distinguished,
are intended to convey the same impres-

sion, viz, voiTagee, from voi, destitute of,

and raag, passion ; sunyasee, from soonyu^
destitute of, and asu desire.

And these, rny dear brother, are the

highest discoveries, and these the proudest
fruits, of a philosophy produced by the

greatest unassisted minds that were ever

produced. All these combinations of in-

tellect, all these colleges, founded by the

greatest masters the world has ever seen j

all these writings and incredible labours,

terminate in this momentous discovery,
"There is nothing but spirit* and matter

* A celebrated Hindoo writer has acknowledged that

all which their philosophers had ever written on the*

Divine nature, amounted to nothing better than the

conjectures of a number of blind men, respecting the

form of the elephant; which they endeavoured to as-

certain by feeling the body, trunk, ears, limbs, and tail

of one which had been brought into their village. Acts
1

%vii. 27,
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in the Universe" in the production of this

disciple, dumb, naked, besmeared with

ashes, his arm held erect till it has become
Stiff and .withered, surrounding himself

with four fires, or lying on a bed of spikes,

endeavouring, by all this process, to extin-

guish his intellectual powers, that he may
be fitted to return to a Being whose bles-

sedness consists in an eternal destitution of

all qualities.
Such are the effects of this philosophy

on those who have followed it up to the

very death. And it is observable, that it

operates on all the millions who believe

the theory, but cannot practice it, so as to

^produce entire despair of happiness beyond
the present life. A bramhim once observ-

ed to- me, that it was impossible, so long as

a man -retained a belly, for him to obtain

absorption.
And is not this, to all practical purposes,

a system of atheism? This God of the
Hindoo philosophers is not an object of"

worship; he has nothing to do with crea-

tures, nor they with him. Therefore it is,

that among the Hindoos (100,000,000) there
-is not one temple to be found consecrated
to the one God. Nor do any Hindoos die
with the hope even of temporary happiness,
except those who drown or bum themselves
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alive. Here is a system which, dethroning

Jehovah, or, in other words, placing Deity
in a state of eternal solitude, elevates man
to the godhead, while it dooms to infamy
every passion of the mind, and every ac-

tion of the body. Was it worthwhile, that

so many sages should have flourished, that

so many books should have been written^

and so many colleges have been erected,

to end in results like these?

"Oh! my dear brother, how grateful should

$ve be for the gospel ! Who dees not re-

cognise it, especially when contrasted with

human systems, as "the glorious gospel of

the blessed God?"
May you be long spared, a blessing to

the American churches, and to the heathenJ

Ever, most truly, yours,
W, WARD.
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LETTER V.

To the Rev. Dr. CHAPLIN,

Professor of Divinity in the Maine Literary and

Theological Institution,

The Hercules, at sea, March 30,.1821v

MY DEAR DOCTOR, .

FROM a pleasing recollection of the dis-

course which I heard you deliver at

North Yarmouth, I indulge the hope, that

the sentiments disclosed in these letters

will not be offensive to yon. It is to be

deplored that so few of our ministers

fully preach the gospel, pleading with and

pressing sinners to embrace it, as the puri-
tans did, and did with such distinguished
success. Dr. Chalmers, in a sermon 1

heard him preach at Glasgow in June last,

from "Good-will to men," gave a fine spe-
cimen of what preaching these glad tidings
should be. False Calvinism has done in-

calculable mischief where, it has not actu-

ally carried men into antinomianism. How
often has it placed ministers where they
have become the very antipodes of the

Saviour. They glory in confining the

preaching of the gospel to the very mina'->
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test fragment of the human race, instead

of -pressing it upon the acceptance of eve->

Jj creature within their reach.

On landing in Bengal, in the year 1793,
our brethren found themselves surrounded
with a population of heathens (not inclu-

ding the Mahometans) amounting to at

least one hundred millions of souls.

On the subject of the divine nature,
with the verbal admission of the doctrine

of the divine unity, they heard these idol-

aters speak of 330.000,GOO of gods. Amidst
innumerable idol temples, they found none
erected for the worship of the one living
and true God. Services without end they
saw performed in honour of the elements
and deified heroes, but heard not one voice,
tuned to the praise or employed in the ser-

vice of the one God. Unacquainted with
the moral perfections of Jehovah, they saw
this immense population prostrate before

dead matter, before the monkey, the ser-

pent, before idols the very personifications
of sin; and they found this animal, this

reptile, and the lecher Krishnu and his con-

cubine Radha, among the favourite deities

of the Hindoos. All these millions in pros-
trate homage before the instrument of the

fall, here called Ununtu, the everlasting, -

before' sin, deified in the parsons of an ia
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famous lecher and his concubine! Lower
than this, human reason cannot fall, the

human being cannot be precipitated. In

this. worship, do we not perceive put forth

the utmost malice of the powers of dark-
ness ? And can we not. imagine that when
the news of this consummation of the tri-

umph over man was carried to the Stygiaif
council <~

"The hollow abyss
Heard far and wide, and all the host of hell,

With deaf'ning shout, return'd the loud acclaim?"'

To one hundred millions of rnen in such a
state of deplorable ignorance and aliena-

tion from God, was it not of the last con-

sequence, that the glorious nature of the
true God, whom to know is Life eternal,
should be made known 2

On further inquiry, they found, that this

immense population had no knowledge
whatever of the divine government; that

they supposed the world to be placed un-
der the management of beings, ignorant,
capricious, and wicked ; that the three prin-

cipal deities, the creator, the preserver;,
and the destroyer, having no love of right-

eousness, nor any settled rules of govern-
ment, were often quarrelling amongst each

5*
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other, and subverting one another's arrange?
ments; and that, amongst 330,000,000 of

governors, the governed knew not whom to

obey, nor in whom to confide. Now, to a:

christian mind, having before it the vicis^

situdes, afflictions, and difficulties of the

present state, nothing can appear more de-*

plorable than, this ignorance of the Divine

government, nothing more desirable than
some correct knowledge of that wisdom,
goodness, an.d power,, which is exercisedi

in the government of the world..

They found, that this people were equal*

iy ignorant of the law of God ; that the

injunctions of their shastru were often con-

tradictory, not unfrequently commanding.,
sery.ices puerile and vicious, and were rath-

er, a transcript of the blind and corrupted:
heart of man. than of the Divine na-

ture; and that these people had no idea,

of sin, as connected with the disposition
different from the mind, of God, and, as a
moral evil. If the knowledge of his spir-

itual state be of more importance to man
than all other acquirements, and if "by the

law is-..the knowledge of sin," then surely

it was of the utmost consequence to all.

these millions, that to them should be

made known the holy principles of that
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government under which all mankind are

placed.
Our brethren found that through their

ignorance of the Divine law, of the cor-

ruption of the heart, and of the deep turpi~

tude of sin, these people imagined that the

waters of the Ganges had virtue enough in

them to purify the mind from its earthly

stains; and hence they saw the whole

population residing in its neighbourhood,
morning and evening crowding to the riv-

er ; they saw this holy water carried, fou

religious uses to the most distant parts,
and the dying hurried in their last mo-
ments to receive their last purification in

the sacred stream. Under the delusion,
that sin is. to be removed by the merit of

works, they observed others undertaking
long and dangerous pilgrimages in which
thousands perished; while others were
seen inflicting on their bodies the most
dreadful tortures, and others were sitting

through the day and through the year, re-

peating the names of their guardian de-

ities. Who can contemplate mistakes
like these, terminating in everlasting dis~

appointment without perceiving the wis-
dom and benevolence of the command*
"preach the gospel to every creature,",
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and point all to "the Lamb of God that
taketh away the sin of the world."

Respecting the real nature of the pre-
sent state, the missionaries perceived that

the Hindoos laboured under the most fatal

misapprehensions; that they believed the

good or evil actions of this birth were not

produced as the volitions of their own
wills, but arose from, and were the una-
voidable results of, the actions of the past
birth; that their present actions would in-

evitably give rise to the whole complex-
ion of their characters and conduct in the

following birth ; and that thus they were
doomed to interminable transmigrations,
to float as some light substance upon the
bosom of an irresistable torrent. To a

people like these poor Hindoos, "without

hope," how necessary the messages of

mercy, the invitations, and promised suc-

cours of the gospel.

Amongst these idolaters no bibles were
found

;
no sabbaths ; no congregating for

religious instruction in any form ; no house
for God; no God but a log of wood, ei* a

monkey; no Saviour but the Ganges; no

worship but that paid to abominable idols,

and that connected with dances, songs,
and unutterable impurities; so that what
should have been divine worship, purifying,
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elevating, and carrying the heart to heav-

en, was a corrupt but rapid torrent, poison-

ing the sonl and carrying it down to per-

dition; no morality, for how should a peo-

ple be moral, whose gods are monsters of

vice; whose priests are their ringleaders
in crime; whose scriptures encourage
pride,-- impurity, falsehood, revenge, and

murder; whose worship is connected with

indescribable abominations, and whose
heaven is a brothel ? A's might be expect-
ed, they found that men died here without

indulging the smallest vestige of hope, ex-

cept what can arise from transmigration,
the hope, instead of plunging into some
place of misery, of passing into the body of
some reptile. To carry to such a people
the divine word, to call them together for

sacred instruction, to introduce amongst
them a. pure and heavenly worship, and to

lead them to the observance of a sabbath
on earth, as the preparative and prelude
to a state of endless perfection, was surely
a work worthy for a Saviour to command,
and becoming a Christian people to at-

tempt.

But, finally, our brethren found, that the
ideas of these heathen respecting a future

state were equally erroneous and perni-
cious with those already stated. By a fu-
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tare state, they perceived that a Hindoo

commonly understands nothing more than

transmigration; and that he dies with the

expectation of immediately rising to birth

again in some other body in that of a

dog, or a cat, or a worm feeding on ordure ;

that if he has committed some dreadful

crime, he expects to fall, for a time, into

some one of the dreadful states of torment

described in the shastru. They discover-

ed, that no Hindoo, except he has given
all his wealth to the priests, or has per-
formed some other act of splendid merit;
or except he drown himself in a sacred

river, or perish on the funeral pile, has the

least hope of happiness after death. Those
who are supposed to attain happiness, are

said to ascend to the heavens of the gods,

where, for a limited period, they enjoy an
unbounded indulgence in sensual gratifica-
tion. This is the holy heaven of con-

scious bliss held out to a HinVloo, and held

out to him on conditions which the great
bulk of the people find to be impracticable.
The state beyond this, reserved exclusively
for jogees, is absorption, or a complete loss

of separate existence in union to the soul

of the world. How important to pour into

the lap of all these millions, living without
God. and without Christ, and withou$.hopev
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the unsearchable riches of Christ; to car-

ry to them the news of life and immortali-

ty, that they may possess that hope which
is as an anchor to the soul, both sure and
steadfast, and which is the source of a

purification terminating in everlasting per-
fection!

To all the friends whom F had the plea-
sure of seeing at North Yarmouth and Port-

land, I beg very affectionately to be re-

membered.

May the college over which you pre-
side, my dear Doctor, become a vast bless-

ing to the churches in that part of your

Ever indeed, yours,

W.WAE&
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LETTER VI.

To Miss HOPE, of Liverpool.

The Hercules, at sea, March 31, 182S-

MY DEAR FRIEND,

No person will charge me with having
fallen into an error in addressing this letter

to you. I have only to ask your forgiveness
for not having mentioned my design to you
before these letters appeared in print.

1 am very anxious to have awakened in

the minds of benevolent females in Britain

and America, that concern for their sex in

Iildia, which will ultimately secure an
amelioration of their condition. Why
should not this subject be taken up with

the same simultaneous feeling among fe-

males in these countries, as the Bible So-

ciety has been by both sexes all over the

world? Are the females in Asia, who, by
their want of education, are lost to them-

selves, to their families, to society, and to

Christianity, too small a body, to call for a.

female association in their favour in every
considerable town throughout Britain and
America? They cannot amount to less.

than Seventy-five millions of mindsr Are-
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sufferings too trifling to demand such

-an enlarged attention?

A description of the state of women in

Hindoost'han will supply an answer to this

last question:
The anxiety of the Hindoo to obtain a

son who may present the funeral offerings,

upon the presentation of which he suppo-
ses his future happiness to depend, and the

expenses attending .the support and mar-

riage of girls, makes the birth of a female
ill a Hindoo family an unwelcome event:

'hence the sex in India come into the world
frowned upon by their own parents and re-

lations. No favourable prognostic this of

future comforts.

. 1 ought here -to mention the case of fe-

male children among the rajpoots; for,

though this relation belongs only to one of

the Hindoo tribes, it exhibits a strong cor-

roborative proof of the low estimation m
which even the lives of females are held in

India. One of the families of the rajpootss

it is said, began this practice of butcher-

ing their female children, to prevent the
fulfilment of a prediction, that, through
a female, the succession to the crown
would pass oat of the family. All the
tribe has since followed the royal example ;

And now not one female child survives: the
6

^
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parents, it is believed, are themselves the

murderers. The boys marry in the tribe

next in rank to them. And does no moth-
er ever interpose her tender entreaties to

sspare her daughter? "Can a woman for-

get her sucking child, that she should not

have compassion on the infant of her

v/omb?" Oh! what need of the enlighten-

ing and softening influences of the gospel,
where mothers have become monsters^
have sunk JDelow the wolf and the tiger.

Through what unknown, unheard of pro-
cess must the female heart have passed,
thus to have lost all its wonted tenderness;
thus to have laid hold of a nature not,

found any where else upon earth;* found

only in the description of the

"The one seem'd woman to the waist, and fair;

But ended foul in manjr a scaly fold,

Voluminous and vast; a serpent arm'd
With mortal sting."

While in India, a bramhun from one of the

Western provinces gave me this relation;

A rajpoot, for some unassigned reasons,

* See the cow butting with her horns, and threaten-

ing the person who dares to approach her offspring^

See woman in India (at Saugur island) throwing her

living child into the outstretch'd jaws of the alligator I-
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spared his female child; which grew up
in the father's house to the age ia which

girls in India are married. The sight of

a girl, however, in the house of a rajpoot,
was so novel, and so contrary to the cus-

toms of the tribe, that no parent sought
her in marriage for his son. The father,

suffering under the frowns of his own tribe,

and trembling for the chastity of his daugh-
ter and. the honour of his family, was driv-

en into a state of frenzy, and in this state,

taking his daughter aside, he actually put
an end to her existence.

'To the Hindoo female all education is

denied by the positive injunction of the

shastru, and by the general voice of the

population. Not a single school for girls,

therefore, all over the country! With
knitting, sewing, embroidery, painting,

music, and drawing, they have no more to

do than with letters: the washing is done

by men of a particular tribe.
" The Hin-

doo girl, therefore, spends the ten first

years of her life in sheer idleness, immur-
ed in the house of her father.

Before she has attained to this age,

however, she is sought after by the ghu-
tnks, men employed by parents to seek

wives for their sons. She is betrothed

without her consent, a legal agreement,.
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which binds her for life, being made by
the parents on both sides while she is. yet
a child.

At a time most convenient to the pa-
rents, this boy and girl are brought toge-
ther for the first time, and the marriage

ceremony is performed ; after which she

returns to the house of her father.

Before the marriage is consummated,
in many instances, the boy dies, and this

girl becomes a widow; and as the law

prohibits the marriage of widows, she is

doomed to remain in this state as long as

she lives. The greater number of these

unfortunate beings become a prey to the

seducer, and a disgrace to their families.

Not long since, a bride, on the day the mar-

riage ceremony was. to have been perform-
ed, was burnt on the funeral pile with the

dead body of the bridegroom, at Chander-

nagore, a few miles north of Calcutta.

Concubinage, to a most awful extent, is

the fruit of these marriages without choice.

What a sum of misery is attached to the.

lot of woman in India, before she has at-

tained even her fifteenth yearJ
In some cases as many as fifty females,

the daughters of so many Hindoos, are gi-
ven in marriage to one bramhun, in order

to make these families something more re-
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spectable, and that the parents may be a-

,ble to say, we are allied by marriage to

the kooleens, the highest rank of bramhuns.
In what kind of estimation must females
be held in a country where, in numerous

instances, twenty, thirty, and even fifty

of them are sacrificed to promote the hon-

our of the family? These females are

doomed to a kind of widowhood, and to

a life of infamy, for they never live with

their husbands; and there have been cases,
in which several have been burnt in the

same pile with the body of this nominal
husband ; no doubt for the honour of the-

family.

Supposing, however, that the Hindoo
female is happily married, she remains a

prisoner and a slave in the house of her
husband. She knows nothing of the ad-

vantages of a liberal intercourse with
mankind. She is not permitted to speak
to a person of the other sex, if she belong
to a respectable family, except to old men
very nearly allied in blood: she retires at
the appearance of a male guest. She nev-
er eats with her husband, but partakes of
what he leaves. She receives no benefit

from books, nor from society ; and though
the Hindoos do not affirm, with some Ma--'

hometans, that females have no souls,

6*
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they treat them as though this was their-

belief. What companions for their hus-

bands what mothers these! Yes, it is

not females alone who are the sufferers:

while such is the mental condition of the

sex, of how much happiness must hus-

bands, children, and society at large be

deprived! What must be the state of that

country, where female mind, and the fe*

male presence,* are things unknown?
This vacuity of thought, these habits of

indolence, and this total want of informa-

tion, of principles, and of society, leave

the Hindoo female an easy prey to seduc-

tion, and the devoted slave of superstition..

Faithfulness to marriage-vows is almost

unknown in India; and5

, where the man-
ners of the East allow of it, the females

manifest a more enthusiastic attachment
to the superstitions of the country than
even the men. The religious mendicants,
the priests, and the public shows preserve
an overwhelming influence over the female

mind. Many become mendicants; and-

some undertake long pilgrimages. In short,
the power of superstition over the female in

*The lowest orders of females alone are seen in

numbers in the streets, --
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India lias no parallel, in any other coun-

try:
'

\

In what other part of the world coald

sixteen females be found, in.a state ^>f
pcjr-

fect health, plunging with one consent in-

to a watery grave, under a religious ire-

pulse? The progress of this extraordinary

immolation, as described by Captain \-

a spectator, exhibits a determination in\

the work of self-murder, which is most

extraordinary. These sixteen females,

accompanied by as many priests, went in

boats on the river opposite Allahabad, and

proceeded to the spot where the Ganges
and the Jumna, two sacred rivers, unite

their purifying streams. Each victim had
a large earthen pan slung over each shoul-

der. She descended over the side of the

boat into the river, and was then held up-

. by a priest till she had rilled the pans from
the river,, when the priest let go his hold,
and the pans dragged her to the bottom;
And thus died, amidst the applauses of the

spectators, and assisted by the priests of

the country, sixteen females, as a sin-

gle offering to the demon of destruction;

They died under the firm persuasion that
this was the direct way to heaven! The
priests enjoyed the scene, and spoke of it

to their friends as a pleasant morning
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bol. We have here no weepers; no re-

mpnstrants; no youth interposing to save
them to society. They go down to the

bottom, as loose stones which have no ad-
hesion to the quarry, as creatures for which

society has no use. Nor must you suppose,

By dear friend, that this is a solitary in-

stance : these immolations are so common,
that they excite very little anxiety indeed
at Allahabad, and beyond that city they
are scarcely mentioned.

But the awful state of female society
in this miserable country appears in no-

thing so much as in dooming the female,
the widow, to be burnt alive with the pu-
trid carcass of her husband. The Hindoo

legislators have sanctioned this immola-

tion, showing herein a studied determina-

tion to insult and degrade woman. She is,

therefore, in the first instance, deluded in-

to this act by the writings of these bram-
huns ; in which also she is promised, that

if she will offer herself, for the benefit of her

husband, on the funeral pile, she shall, by
the extraordinary merit of this action, res-

cue her husband from misery, and take him
and fourteen generations of his and her

family with her to heaven, where she shall

enjoy with them celestial happiness until

fourteen kings of the gods shall have sue*
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ceeded to the throne of heaven: (that is,

millions of years!) Thus ensnared, she

embraces this dreadful death. 1 have seen

three widows, at different times, burnt

alive; and had repeated opportunities of

being present at similar immolations, but

my courage failed me.

The funeral pile consists of a quantity
of faggots laid on the earth, rising in height
.about three feet from the ground: about
four feet wide, and six feet in length. Af-

ter the female has declared her resolution

to 'eat fire,' as the people call it, she leaves

her house for the last time, accompanied
by her children, relations, and a few neigh-
bours. She proceeds to the river, where a

priest attends upon her, and where certain

ceremonies are performed, accompanied
with ablutions. These over, she comes

up to the pile, which may be ten yards
from. the brink of the river. She walks
around the pile several times, scattering

parched corn, &c. as she goes round, and at

length lays herself down on the pile by the
dead body, laying her arm over it. Two
cords having been laid across the pile, and
under the dead body, with these cords the
dead body and the living body s

are now
tied fast together. A large quantity of

faggots are then laid upon the bodies, and
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two levers are brought over the pile to

press down the widow, and prevent her

from escaping when the flames begin to

scorch her. Her eldest son, averting his

face, with a lighted torch in his hand,
then sets fire to the pile. The drums are

immediately sounded, which, with the

shouts of the mob, effectually drown the

shrieks of the widow surrounded by the

flames.

There are a number of circumstances,

connecting themselves with these butcher-

ies, which plainly point out to us the infa-

mously base feelings of- this people, from
their rulers downwards, towards women.
For instance, the widow is first told that

there remains no higher duty to a faith-

ful widow than to burn with her husband.
2. They next hold out to her promises 'of

Immense happiness, as well as the deli-

verance of her husband and all these

relations from torments, and elevation, to

the same happiness. 3. Some widows
are placed under a fatal necessity of giv-

ing up their lives, as their unfeeling parents
have married them in families in which
widows are always burnt. 4. All the mo-.,

tives urged for her burning meet her in the

height of her first anguish for the loss of

her husband: time- is- not allowed to delih.-
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erate. 5; In the test which these wretches

sometimes demand from a widow^ that she
will not dissappoint them by shrinking at

the sight of the pile, we further see how
utterly destitute the Hindoos are of all

respect for the sex: They put a lamp in

her hand, and demand that she shall hold

her finger in the flame till it is nearly burnt

to a cinder. 6. If she have an infant, and
on this account is interdicted from burning,
a male relation never fails to come forward,
and rather than that she shall not burn, en-

gages to maintain the child. 7. The law
does not authorize the use of cords or lev-

ers; but the present race of Hindoos are
determined to secure their victim. 8. That
part of the ceremony which compels, her
to walk deliberately and repeatedly round
the pile, appears to have been invented on

purpose to aggravate her rnisrry. One of
the widows, whose immolation I witnessed,
was obliged to be supported as she walked
round the pile. 9. it is also very remark-
able, that the eldest son, .almost always
the child to win m the mother is most at-

tached, is selected as the executioner.
10. The law allows her to recant, even afc

the pile; but the widow never enjoys the
benefit of it; she knows that her death is

on, after the public avowal o
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her determination to burrh 11. And
finally, the drums, the shouts, and the dia-

bolieal ^eagerness, with which the natives,

especially the bramhuns, go into this hor-

rible work, bear the most decided testimo-

ny how utterly destitute these idolaters are

of all proper feelings toward the sex.

It is urged, that these are voluntary im-

molations: if it is meant that no outward
brutal force is used. I allow that in this

sense they are voluntary. But in what
other country under heaven would they be

allowed to burn? Where are men, except,
in India, to be found, who would not use

force to prevent these immolations? But
has not all knowledge been denied to the

Hindoo female; and have not their minds
been shockingly perverted by superstition?
Can a child, in the same sense as an adult,
be called a free agent? To show, however,
that a certain kind of force is sometimes

used, we may state the case of a female

not long ago rescued from the funeral pile

by Mrs. Julius, then in India. The pile had
been already lighted, and the shoulder of

the victim was scorched by the flame.

This widow declared, after her rescue, that

before she went to the pile, some intoxica-

ting drug had been administered to her,

which had rendered her perfectly insensi-
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ble. The Hindoo law on these immola-

tions interdicts the application of any such

'drugs,., a provision which would not have
been made, had not the Hindoos always
been disposed to treat females in this man-
ner.

The burying alive of widows manifests^
if that were possible, a still more abomin-
able state of feeling towards women than

the burning them alive. The weavers bu-

ry their dead. When therefore a widow
of this tribe is deluded into the determina-
tion not to survive her husband, she is buri-

ed alive with the dead body. In this kind
of immolation the children and relations

dig the grave. After certain ceremonies
have been attended to, the poor widow ar-

rives, and is let down into the pit. She
sits in the centre, taking the dead body on
her lap, and encircling it with her arms.
These relations now begin to throw in the

soil; and after a short space, two of them
descend into the grave, and tread the
earth firmly round the body of the widow*
She sits a calm and unremonstrating spec-
tator of the horrid process. She sees the
earth rising higher and higher around her,
without upbraiding her murderers, or mak-
ing the least effort to arise, and make her

escape. At length the earth reaches her
7
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'lips, covers her head. The rest of the

earth is then hastily thrown in,. and these

children and relations mount the grave,
and tread down the earth upon the head
.of the suffocating widow the mother!

Why, my dear friend, the life of the vilest

brute that walks upon the earth is never
taken away by a process so slow, so delib-

erate, so diabolical as this. And this is

the state of your sex in British India!

In how many situations, where we expect-
ed it not, are we reminded of the testimo-

ny of the Divine word : in every part of the

heathen world, in the miserable state of

woman, what a confirmation of the denun-

ciation, "To the woman he said, 1 will

greatly multiply thy sorrow," Gen. iii. 16.

Ah! my dear Miss Hope! shall I not

hear, after my return to India, that the fe-

,males of Britain* and America have uni-

ted to make the case of their sex in India

a common cause the cause of woman
but especially of every Christian widow
of every ahristian mother of every chris-

*ian female? Will you not, females of

* To the lady of Captain Pudnerr of Liverpool, my
fair countrywomen are indebted for an example in re-

ference to Hindoo female education, which I hope
will attract universal imitation, as it deserves aucL

will doubtless receive universal commendation.
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Britain and America! imitate the noble

example of Col. Walker, and rescue these

rajpoot female infants? Will you not follow

the footsteps of Mrs. Julius, and deliver

these females, doomed to a horrible death

by usages which have been long devoted
to endless execration? Will you not be-

come the guardians of these ten thousand

orphans surrounding these funeral piles,

and endeavouring to put ont these fires

with their tears? By an official statement,
which I brought with me from India, it ap-
pears, that every year more than seven
hundred women (more probably fourteen

hundred) are burnt or buried alive in the

Presidency of Bengal alone. How raan}
r

in the other parts of India? Your sex will

not say, that in the roasting alive of four

widows every day there is not blood enough
shed to call forth their exertions. Seventy-
five millions of females in Hindoost'han,
frowned upon in their birth, denied all ed-

ucation, and exposed to a thousand miseries

unknown among females in Christian coun-

tries, have surely a claim tender enough,
powerful enough, to awaken all the female

sensibility of Britain and America.- Let
the females of the United Kingdom speak,
and they must be heard. Let the females o
both countries give the means of affording
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education to their sex in India and these

infants must be saved; these fires must be

put out; these graves must be closed for

ever. By such an interposition, so worthy
of the sex in. these countries, the females
in India will be blessed with all that pro-
fusion of privileges which women in Chris-

tian countries enjoy; and, being thus bles-

sed, will become the light, the shade, and
the ornament of India. One or two Hindoo

females, in spite of every interdiction,
have claimed the rights of their sex to the

cultivation of their powers ; and there can
be no doubt but that India will, at no dis-

tant period, speak with raptures of her fe-

male moral 'Writers, her poets, and 'her

teachers; of her Moores and Frys, who
will lay all their honours at the feet of

Him who is the Desire of all nations, and
in whom alone they can be blessed.

Who will say, that the gospel -is not

wanted here to adopt and instruct these,

thousands of orphans, and to make the fe-

male, the widow's heart sing for joy? How
sweet is that voice to my ear which saysv.

"Let every creature hear my gospel,"
Permit me to remain,

My dear Friend,
With great respect,

Your most obliged humble servant,
W. WARD.
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LETTER VII.

To the Rev. Dr. STEADMAN,, of Bradford-

The Hercules, at sea, April 2, 1821..

MY DEAR BROTHER,
AMONGST a thousand tender and grateful

recollections which, if spared,.! hope to

carry back with me to. India, scarcely any
name will be more welcome to my feelings
than yours. And many a Christian, and

many a church, in England will preserve
the remembrance of Steadman long after

1 shall be laid with Pitumbursing, Futik,
and others, in the burying-ground at Sei>

ampore.
In the two preceding letters, I have at-

tempted to describe the deplorable igno-
rance of the Hindoos, and the state of fe-

male society Hindoost'han. I wish novv^

to add some account of the cruelties .to

which the superstitions of the East subject
its inhabitants.

1 am not aware how long the tribe of

rajpoots have been in the practice of put-
ting to death their female offspring. It

must have arisen at the time the Hindoo,

monarchs of this tribe reigned in Western
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India. A few children were saved by the

benevolent efforts of Col. Walker when in

India; but since his return, the very fami-

lies among whom the horrible practice
had ceased, have again returned to the

work of murder ; not one survives. I have
this from the highest authority. And 1

have just learned, that in and around Be-

nares, infanticide is practised to a horrible

extent.

Instigated by the demon of superstition,

many mothers, in fulfilment of a vow en-

tered into for the purpose of procuring the

blessing of children, drown their first-born

in the Brumhu-pootra, and other rivers in

India, When the child is two or three

years old, the mother takes it to the river,

encourages it to enter, as though about to

bathe it, but suffers it to pass into the

midst of the current, when she abandons

it, and stands an inactive spectator, behold-

ing the struggles, and hearing the screams,
of her perishing infant. At Saugar island,

formerly, mothers were seen casting their

living offspring amongst a number of alli-

gators, and standing to gaze at these mon-
sters quarrelling for their prey, beholding
the writhing infant in the jaws of the suc-

cessful animal, and standing motionless

while it was breaking the bones and suck-
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ing the blood of the poor innocent! What
must be that superstition, which can thus

transform a being, whose distinguishing

quality is tenderness, into a monster more

unnatural than the tiger prowling through
the forest for its prey !

At the annual festival in honour of Mu-

ha-Dey (the great god,) many persons are

suspended in the air, by large hooks thrust

through the integuments of the back, and

swung round for a quarter of an hour, in

honour of this deity. I have seen these

poor wretches go through this, and the fal-

lowing ceremony, more than once. Others
have their sides pierced, and cords are in-

troduced between the skin and the ribs,

and drawn backwards and forwards, while
these victims of superstition dance through
the streets. I have seen others cast them-
selves from a stage ten feet from the ground
upon open knives inserted in packs of cot-

ton. Sometimes one of these knives en-
ters

1 the body, and the poor wretch is car-

ried off to expire. At the same festival,
numbers have a hole cut through the mid-
dle of the tongue, in which they insert a
stick, a ram-rod, or any thin substance,
and thus dance through the streets, in

honour of the same deity. At the close

of the festival, these devotees dance on
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burning coals, their feet being uncover-
ed. --..'-"

Thousand's of Hindoos enter upon pil-

grimages to famous temples, to.consecrat-
ed pools, to sacred rivers, to forests ren-

dered sacred as the retreats of ancient sa-

ges, to places remarkable for some natu-
ral phenomena, &c. &c. These pilgrim-
Ages are attended with the greatest fatigue
and deprivations; frequently with starva-

tion, disease, and premature death. Hun-
dreds are supposed to perish on these

journeys; and some of these places, the
resort of pilgrims, become frightful ceme-

teries; to one of which, Jugunnat'h, in O-
rissa, Dr. Buchanan has very properly giv-
en the name Golgotha. I once saw a man
making successive prostrations to Jugun-
nat'h, and thus measuring the distance be-

tween some place in the north, down to the

temple of Jugunnat'h, which stands near-

ly at the southern extremity of India.

The Hindoo writings encourage persons
afflicted with incurable distempers to put
an end to their existence, by casting them-
selves under the wheels of the ear of Ju-

gunnat'h, or into some sacred river, or in-

to a fire prepared for the purpose ; promis-

ing such self-murderers, that they shall

rise to birth again in a .healthful body ,.
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whereas, by dying a natural death, they
would be liable to have the disease per-

petuated in the next and succeeding
births. Multitudes of leapers, and other

children of sorrow, perish annually in these

prescribed modes. Mr. W. Carey, of Cut-

wa, the second son of Dr. Carey, states,

that he was one morning informed that

some people had dug a deep hole in the

earth, not far from his own house, and had
begun to kindle a fire at the bottom. He
immediately proceeded to the spot, and
saw a poor leaper, who had been deprived
of the use of his limbs by the disease, roll

himself over and over till at last he fell

into the pit amidst the flames. Smarting
with agony, his screams became most
dreadful. He called upon his family, who
surrounded the pit, and entreated them to

deliver him from the flames. But he cal-

led in vain. His own sister, seeing him
lift his hands to the side, and make a
dreadful effort to escape, pushed him back
again; where, these relations still coolly

gazing upon the sufferer, he perished, en-

during indescribable agonies. "Oh! Lord,
remember the covenant, for the dark pla-
ces of the earth are full of the habitations
of cruelty;" that, covenant, in which the

.heathen are given to thy Son for his iaher-
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itance. Every Hindoo, in the hour of

death, is hurried to the side of the Ganges,
or some other sacred river, if near enough
to one of these rivers, where he is laid in

the agonies of death^ exposed to the burn-

ing sun by day, and to the dews and cold
of the night. The water of the river is

poured plentifully down him, if he can
swallow it; and his breast, forehead, and

arms, are besmeared with the mud of the

river, (for the very mud of the Ganges is

supposed to have purifying properties.)
Just before the soul quits the body, he is

laid on the earth, and then immersed up
to the middle in the stream, while his re-

lations stand around him, tormenting him
in these his last moments with supersti-
tious rites, and increasing a hundred fold

the pains of dying. Very often, where re-

covery might be reasonably hoped for,

these barbarous rites bring on premature
death. It is pretty certain, that many pri-

vate murders, using these rites, are perpe-
trated.- How different the hopes, how
strikingly different the exit, of a dying
Christian! What a blessed contrast to all

this the deaths of Piturnbur, of Futik, and

ofRughoo!*

* See a succeeding letter,.
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Human sacrifices are enjoined in the

vedu, and certainly made a part of the

Hindoo superstition in very early times.

The vedu describes the rites to be observ-

ed at the sacrifice of a man. The Kalika

pooran declares the degree of merit at-

tached to such a sacrifice, compared with

the offering of a goat, a buffalo, &c. The
Ramayun, an epic poem, gives the names
of one or two human victims, who had been
thus offered. The Hindoos speak of an
instrument used in times not very remote,

by which, with a jerk of his foot, a man,
lying prostrate before, an image, might cut

off his own head. An English officer as-

sured a friend of mine, that he saw a Hin-
doo sacrifice himself on a boat in the Gan-
ges: laying his head over the side of the

boat, with a scymitar he aimed a dreadful
blow at his own neck, and, though he fail-

ed to sever the head from the body, he fell

senseless into the river and perished ! Hu-
man sacrifices not very different from these
are still very common, especially at Alla-

habad, as may be seen in page 67.

I may add to that account, that while
the late Dr. Robinson of Calcutta resided
at the same place, twelve men were immo-
lated at once in a manner similar to the

sixteen females before mentioned. The
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only ctifTerence in these irn moiations was 5

that the earthen pans, instead of being

slung across the shoulders, were fastened

to a stick tied to the waist. As long as

these pans remained empty, they kept the

men afloat, but each man with a cup con-

tinued filling the pans from the river, and
as soon as tilled, they dragged the victim

to the bottom.
But the most horrible of all the immola-

tions among the Hindoos, is the burning
alive of widows. Between Eight and
Nine Hundred, in the Presidency of Ben-

gal alone, every year!!!* This is the of-

ficial statement, signed by the English ma-

gistrates. How many in the Presidencies

of Madras and Bombay? And then how
many more where the British power does
not extend? Why, my dear brother, where
shall we find any thing like this, in

all the annals of time? Let us suppose
that in each of the other Presidencies

four hundred each year are immolated;
and then we have the awful spectacle of

Two Thousand widows burnt or buried a-

live every year in India! Search every
human record, and bring forward every

* I have just seen (May the let) the official state-

men^ for 1818.
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tiling tliat has ever been practised by the

scalping Indian, the cannibals in the South

seas, &c. and all is civilization and the

most refined benevolence compared with

this. Let all these two thousand widows
be led along the streets of Calcutta, and
sacrificed on the esplanade there, in one
funeral pile ! Not one drop more of blood

would be shed, nor one more agony inflict-

ed. But at hearing the news of such an
immolation as this, all Britain, all Ameri-
ca would rise in consternation and horror,
and protest in a voice loud enough to be
heard at the extremity of the poles against
the repetition of so horrible a transaction.

Oh! that I could collect all the shrieks of

these affrighted victims, all the innocent
Mood thus drunk lip by the devouring ele-

ment, and all the wailings of these ten

thousand orphans, losing
1

father and mo-
ther on the same day, and present them at

our missionary anniversaries, and carry
them through every town of the United

"Kingdom ! I should surely then be able to

awaken every heart to .the claims of Brit-

ish India. Yes, my dear brother, it is

British India where these agonizing
shrieks are heard, where the blood of these
widows flows into a torrent, and where
these cries Of miserable orphans are heard

8
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Not that I mean, by these remarks, to

criminate the British Government; they,
would rejoice to put out these fires. My
object is, to awaken attention to

r
these aw-

ful factSj but especially the attention of

the Christian public.

Such, my dear brother, such are the hor-

rors attendant upon this organized system
of departure from God. And thus are ful-

filled the words of the Psalmist, "Their
sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten af-

-ter another God."
I would still hope for an interest in your

friendship. Don't forget the Hundred and

Fifty Millions in India, nor these widows,
these orphans; nor

Your very affectionate brother,
W, WARD,
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LETTER VIII.

To Capt. BENJ. WICKES, of Philadelphia^

The Hercules, at sea, April 3, 182L

MY DEAR FRIEND,

IN two or three of the preceding letters^
I have been dwelling on the deplorable
condition of the heathen in India, and
their need of that gospel, which has long-
been all your hope and all your joy. Two-
and-twen'ty years ago you were, nearly a-

bout this time, entering into* engagements
to carry to a part of these heathens the

glad tidings of mercy; and you have been

praying for their salvation ever since.

Your efforts have been owned. Your

prayers have been heard. And, in thus

taking a last farewell in time of friends in

Britain and America, I could not omit re-

cording my sincere and strong attachment
to Captain Wickes.
The absurdity of the philosophical sys-

tem of the Hindoos the total absence a-

mong them of every, even the most distant?
allusion to Christian truth, and the perni-
cious and destructive tendency of the po-

pular opinions the deplorable state of
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female society*- and the horrible cruelties

.connected with, their superstitions, have

already been noticed. I propose, now to

describe the immoral nature of their wor-

ship.

Happy will it be, when the description
of the Christian change, wrought in the

character of the Corinthians, shall be ap-

plicable to the Hindoos: "but ye are

washed but ye are sanctified." The
writings of the Hindoos, every class of

them, even their works on ethics, are full

of abominable allusions and descriptions;
so that they are to-day, what they were

ages ago, a people unrivalled for impurity.

Many parts of the works called the Tunt-

rus, of the poorans, and of their poetical

writings, are so indelicate, that they can-
not possibly be translated ; they can ne-

ver see the light.

It is one -thing, however, to find these

things in romances, poetry, and popular fa-

bles. They become a million-fold more
atrocious and more dangerous when ob-

truded into the theories and offices of re-

ligion: "God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all;" "Holiness becometh
the house of the Lord for ever."
Whar must we think then, what must

we feel, when reading the history of th.e
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Hindoo deities; when the object of wor-

ship appears before us as the personifica-
tion of sin itself; when we see crowds pros-
trate before an infamous lecher and his

concubine? One or t\vo of the Hindoo ob-

jects of worship cannot possibly be named.
How low must human nature have sunk,
how utterly extinct, must every moral feel-

ing have become, before the spirit of ador-
ation can be excited by the sight of sin it-

self! One would think, that the human
mind in its most debased state, when it

had fallen to that very point of moral de-

gradation beyond which there is no de-

scent, would still have, in the association

of its ideas respecting God, the impression
that he must be pure. But we do not find

this to be the case among the Hindoos.

Again and again have 1 heard the bram-
huns say, in immediate reference to sin and

holiness, "God can do every thing." It is

not then substitution of a stump instead of

God, that gives to idolatry its chief turpi-
tude ; but the substitution of the principle
of evil. It is this which constitutes the ve-

ry essence of the crime; and man is here
the very prototype of the great transgres-
sor ; 'Evil, be thou my good.'

But in the acts of Hindoo worship, the

same licentiousness prevails. In the songs
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and dances before the idols at the periodic
cal festivals, impurity throws away her

mask. The respectable natives them-
selves are absolutely ashamed of being
seen in their temples. Gopal, a bramhun,
acknowledged to a friend of mine, that he
never witnessed these spectacles without

hiding himself behind one of the pillars of

the temple. The scenes exhibited in the

boats on the Ganges every year at the fes-

tival of the goddess Doorga, in the pre-
sence of hundreds of spectators, are such^
that I have trembled lest my own children

should look through the window as the pro-
cession passed my house. At the annual
festival of the goddess of learning, the

conduct of the worshippers is intolerably
offensive. The figures painted on the car
of Jugunnat'h, which is exhibited to the

public gaze, for fifteen days together, at

the festivals in honour of this deity, are

equally licentious.

And, as might be expected, the priests
and the religious mendicants, under this

profligate s\stem, are the very ringleaders
in crime. The whole country is indeed

given up to abomination to that degree,
that, according to the opinion of one of the
oldest and most respectable residents in

India, delivered in my hearing more than
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once, there is scarcely a chaste female to

be found among all these myriads of idol-

aters.

I hope I shall ^be forgiven for venturing
thus far to expose their abominations. It

is because they are connected with what
should be divine worship, that I cannot be

wholly silent on this painful subject. Sure-

ly that people must be in a most miserable
condition whose very worship is the grand
means of the corruption of the public mor-

als; and where, even in the very sanctu-

ary of religion, the mind is instigated to

every act of profligacy, and prepared for

final destruction.

My dear brother, let these deluded idol-

aters have a place in your compassion,
and an interest in your prayers ;

And forget not,

Yours,
In a relation which unites us, arid will for

ever unite us, to all the family whose
names are written in heaven,

W. WARB,
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LETTER IX.

To the Rev. CHRISTMAS EVANS, of Anglesea;

The Hercules, at sea, April 4
}
1821.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

I SAW so much of the Christian mission-

ary in your character and labours, when
I had the pleasure of your company in

Wales, in July last, that I feel quite anx-
ious to interest you more and more in the

condition of the heathen in India.

The -preceding letters will show you
some of their claims on our compassion;
and 1 propose that the present letter

should exhibit their case as a people among
whom are, multitudes deeply anxious a-

bout a future state.

Two ideas appear to have taken such

hold of the human mind, that neither

pleasures, business, nor any species of er-

ror, has been able to eradicate them. I

mean, that men are sinners* and that they
are immortal. The Hindoos are ever rea-

dy to acknowledge that they are sinners,

and thut the soul survives the body. They
therefore, ut least the most thoughtful
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among them, impressed with a great anx-

iety respecting their future conduion.

No people can be more r^h^k-i-s thna

they are, if that deserves the iiame of re-

ligion in which we can find neither the true

God, nor the Saviour, nor morality. If the

bramhuns were to discharge all the religious
ceremonies enjoined r.pon them, all the

twelve hours of pvf.ry day would be

spent in religious offices. The schemes of

this people to obtain happiness after death
are endless, and their earnestness and per-
severance in prosecuting these schemes,

have no bounds:
1. Here is a man entering OR a pilgrim-

age so full of perils and hardships, that he
makes his will before he leaves his family.
He expects to travel a thousand miles, per-

haps on foot, and to be absent more than
twelve months, begging his way there and
home again. Ask him why he encounters
all these terrors, and lie will tell you that

his salvation requires it. 2. Under that

tree sits a man repeating the name of his

guardian deity, counting the repetitions by
his bead-roll. He employs a part of each

.day in this work, which he intends to co'n-

tinue till death. 3. Ask all these men and
women the reasons for their incessaiit
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ablations in the Ganges., and they will tell

you that it is to wash away their sins.

4. Here is a poor man brought in a litter,

in .the very agonies of death, that he may
not die without receiving the benefit of the

Ganges. Another man is seen throwing
one of the bones of Ms deceased relation

into the river, that at least he may not be
left without some resource in the state to

which he is gone. 5. Rich men spend in

some cases, as much as 20,000/. and even

40,000/. in the funeral sites for the good of

the soul of a parent.. 6. Finally, all the

dreadful immolations which have been

mentioned, have the good of a future state

for their object
And thus the Hindoo spends much time

every day in religion; and many give up
all their comforts, make the most costly

sacrifices, endure fatigue, pain, and famine,
for the good of the soul. Yea, some meet
death in its most, terrible forms, under the

hope of obtaining the happiness of a future

state.

. Shall wre then refuse to such a people
the means of finding life? Are they not

groping in the dark, and many of them la-

bouring, according to the light that they

possess, to find the way of peace? I haye
sometimes asked an inquiring Hindoo-
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Why do you wish to become a Christian?

Ah! Sir, the poor man has said, 1 have
tried all the ways which my countrymen
follow. 1 have bathed in the Ganges;
have visited the holy places; have read
our books; have made presents to the

bramhuns; have obeyed my spiritual

guide ; have long repeated the name of my
guardian deity but I find no inward satis-

faction no relief from all these expedients.
But I have lately heard, that Jesus Christ

became incarnate; that he died for us his

enemies, and died to take, away our sin.

This, 1 think, must surely be the true way
of salvation. And it is from this convic=

tion that I wish to become a Christian.

When a hindoo comes to die, his friends

will endeavour to console him by repeat-

ing his good deeds ; that he has always
been a good man; has worshipped the

gods; regularly performed his ablutions;
been liberal to the priests; has done no-

body any harm ; and that therefore he can
have nothing to fear. The dying man
breaks out in some such language as this:

*I! What good have / been doing? I

have done nothing but evil. And now,
where am 1 going ?~-nto what new body
am I about to transmigrate? Or, into

what dreadful hell am I about to b.e plung?
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ed?' There is among them an earnest

clinging to ceremonies, but no hope in

death.

Permit me now, ray dear brother, to

plead with my fellow-christians, that I

may, if possible, excite them to feel for all

these perishing Hindoo's.

And are these the living ^nd dying cir-

cumstances of one hundred millions of be-

ings who are to live for ever? How can

we, with the views we have of the certain

consequences following a state of trans-

gression, and of the worth of the human
soul

;
how can we enjoy a moment's tran-

quillity while such a havoc made by sin

and death is going forward, hour by hour,
in the same world as that in which \ve

live? How can we be such infidels in re-

ference to the threatenmgs against sin, or

such tigers in reference to the millions

who are perishing? Or has Jesus Christ

given us such a class of feeling, that we
have ceased to be men?
We cultivate the cold earth, and bestow

upon it unceasing labour; and always ex-

pect a crop ; but have no heart to cultivate

immortal minds, capabl'e of-bearing fruit

unto life eternal. We devote cur sons to

professions, to be qualified for which years
of initiatory application are necessary ?,
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.

and yet all this preparation has nothing

greater in view than the removal of some
disease, or the adjustment of some differ-

ence, or the preparation of some artificial

accommodation; while deathless minds,

capable of a divine assimilation, are suf-

fered to become a prey to sin now, and to

plunge, without any one's listening to.the

noise of the fall, into endless night. We
embark in speculations, which deprive us

of rest, and expose us to disappointment,
if not disgrace, while the certainties of the

kingdom of Christ have no allurements for

us. Is the world to be converted by mi-
racle or by means? If by means, by
"preaching the gospel to every creature,"
and by "teaching all nations,'- then how
heavy jthe responsibility lying upon the

christistti church!
But it is said, the heathen are so far

from us! /hat if the Saviour had made
this objection, and had said. 'That world
is too far from heaven, and the creatures
there are too mean and too depraved: I

cannot think of entering on an undertak-

ing which will cost me so many sacrifices.'

What in this case would have been our
condition? Is this loss of the soul a less.,"

.fevil because the catastrophe happens fif-/

teen thousand miles from our doors.?^ Is ;

the soul less valuable exactly in propdr-
9

"
-

,
-

,. "*:
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tlon to the distance at which it is placed'
from our chapel? Is it the distance of the

heathen world then from us which we
plead as an excuse for our inactivity?
Hear what the apostle says: "As much as

Jieth in me, I am ready to preach the gos-

jpel
to you that are at Rome also "

-Is it

expense that intimidates us? Hear what
he says further: "I could wish myself ac-

cursed from Christ for my brethren."

Are any prevented from encouraging the

work of missions because they think the

gospel is not worth, sending so far? Let
such remember,, that the blessings of this

gospel are called the "unsearchable rich-

es of Christ." Are we thus indifferent, and
that in the sight of Gethsemane, of Calva-

ry, an.d of Bethany, and in the presence of
;

:jPaul, because we fear that we can a<?~

^Ctmiplish nothing among the heathen, by
our presence, our prayers, or our property ?

Hear the voice of Him ,who has all power
in heaven and upon earth: "Lo! I am witfe

you,"
Do not forget, my dear brother, your

brethren labouring in a field so vast, and
surrounded by 150,000,000 of souls pas-

.sjng into eternity every thirty years, nor
^" Your very affectionate

, Brother and servant,
W. WAKIX
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LETTER X.

To RICHARD PHILLIPS, Esq. London.'

TJie Hercules, at sea, April 5, 1821,,

MY DEAR SIR,

PERHAPS- every sentiment in this letteif

will not meet with your- approbation. But
to the importance of waiting for the influ-

ences of the Holy Spirit, ''The Friends"
have borne their unvarying testimony. Per-
mit me, therefore, to record, in connexion
with this subject, my very sincere and high

regard for an individual whose name will

constantly be associated, in the tenderest

recollections of the friends of man, with
those of Sharpe, of Clarkson, of Wilber-

force, of Teignrnouth, &c. ^.
In visiting my native country, after a;-?

long absence, perhaps I have felt more

powerful impressions while attending the

meetings of Bible and Missionary Societies,,

than others coul.d be expected to do.. In

some instances^ my joy^ has been almost

overpowering. Yet these pleasures have
sometimes been subject to a considerable:

drawback; and I have then said to my-
self, 'True, in the hands of man every good
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receives a deterioration ; and every effort

that he- makes, however pure and legiti-

mate, is marked with the impression of hu-

man. infirmity.'

The object of the- Bible Society is most

divine, and the union it has cemented

among all deserving the Christian name,
after the controversies, persecutions, and
butcheries of centuries, is one of the sublim-

est spectacles exhibited since the primitive

age. Yet, though perhaps mOre pure than
almost any other human institution, even

here, at the meetings devoted to the inter-

ests of this society, and at those of its aux-

iliaries, the imperfections of the human
agents have been sometimes visible. It

need not then excite surprise, whatever

regret it may excite, if in other institutions

there should have been found the spirit of

party, of the corporation: and if, instead
of the song, "Unto him that loved us," we
have sometimes heard a song to the praise
and glory of man.
But this is not all: with the praise of

man, there has been much foolish and de-
structive confidence in man. We hear in-

cessant references made, with a degree
of pride, to institutions without end for re-

moving human ignorance and human mise-

ry, and for bringing .in the Millennium ; but:
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oh! how little reference to that agency
without which all these mighty operations
are doomed to terminate in the mere ex-

hibition of human imbecility, and the deri-

sion of the powers of darkness* It is most

delightful to observe, that the missionary

spirit has drawn into evangelical operation
so great a portion of the energies and pie-

ty of youth, as well as the wisdom and tal-

ent of both sexes in more advanced life.:

How many thousands of Bibles and Testa-
ments (the Bible Society has issued at

least three millions); more than formerly,,
are now perused by mankind; and on the
Christian sabbath, how many agents are at

work, how many minds receiving culture,,

and yet how Jew saving results! We are

content to labour, and to publish an annual

report, and there the matter ends.

So in missionary engagements : we send
forth labourers, and the supposed obliga-
tion of making the very most of the success

granted, prevents those who preside over
these efforts from summoning every maii to

his closet, and pointing every man to the

only means of success prayer for divine-

influence. We have embarked in this

cause too much in the spirit of the man at
St. Helena, rather than as those who ex-
?}ect every thing through the. medium of
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faith and prayer, and who have ever pres-
ent with them the words of the Lord of the

harvest, "Without me ye can do nothing."
It is true, there is a universal admission

of the fact, that without the influences of

the Holy Spirit, not a single conversion can
be wrought, and that these influences are

promised to prayer; yet it is most grievous
to witness how little practical attention is

paid to this doctrine, how little of deep so-

licitude is manifested in regard to this all-

necessary blessing.
For instance, one would expect, my dear

Sir, that this would take place of every
other subject in missionary reports and ad-

dresses ; and that missionary sermons
would be full of it. But what is the real

fact? Should there, however, be little no-

tice taken of prayer, as the means of suc-

cess in these publications, surely at mis-

sionary prayer-meetings, the minister who
addresses the congregation, and those who
lead the devotions, will think of nothing
else; that the whole service will tend to

excite a spirit of prayer, or that the whole

.time will be spent in earnest supplications,

.or in waiting, for this all-necessary bless-

ing. Nothing can be more inauspicious;

you would be certain that these persons
had embraced the opinion, that the most
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probable means of obtaining the blessing

was to manifest the most perfect indiffer-

ence respecting it. Is not this conduct

more inconsistent than that of the person,

who, after sowing his rice, should forget to

open the sluices which are. to. convey to it

the stream without which it must inevita-

bly perish ?

The same painful appearances present

themselves, at the annual missionary

meetings in London. One would expect,
that all the churches of Christ throughout
the United Kingdom, would be invited on
these great days to join the churches and

delegates in London, in solemn acts of fast-

ing and prayer. What an impressive and
most interesting spectacle would this be,
to see all England, Scotland, and^ Ireland,
on their knees, supplicating the Father of

Mercies in behalf of One Hundred Millions

of heathen subjects; or rather, in behalf
of a sinful and lost world! How it would
commend itself to every serious mind! And
might we not hope, that their united cries

would come up with acceptance before
Him with whom is the residue of the Spir-
it? Bat, instead of fasting and prayer at

these great seasons, we keep a religious

jubilee, although 600,000,000
'

of the be-

ings to whom it refers, die every thirty
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years, "without God, without Christ, and;

without hope in the world!" We meet
with the feelings of conquerers, when, ia

fact, the whole country remains in the
Iiands of the enemy.
The anxiety felt by missionaries on the

subject,, it is probable, is increased by
their residence among the idolaters; by
beholding whole countries perishing; sa
that the missionary is like a person walk-

ing through a populous town in India, in?

the extremity of a famine, when the streets

are filled with crowds of the famished and
dying inhabitants; by having had to grap-

ple with the tremendous difficulties in the-

way of conversion among the heathen, in

addition to those which exist in what is

called a Christian country. Britain con-

tains many thousands of faithful ministers.

Even Wales, which has not so great a pop-
ulation as the town of Calcutta, in Bengal,,
has a thousand. These ministers are sur-

rounded with large attentive congrega-
tions, and conversions "are now and then

produced. Here then the want of divine

influence is less manifest. But in Hin-

doost'han, inillions.are to be taught. The
labourers are lost among this dense popu-
lation like a drop in the ocean. The pre-

judices of the natives] their superstition;.
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jgno'raiice of all scripture-truths, their levi-

ty, their multiplied errors; their slavish

subjection to the priests; the difficulties

of the languages; and the terrific depri-
vations following a profession of Christiani-

ty : ^these, and many other difficulties, ad-

ded to the natural enmity, hardness, and
unbelief of the heart, all lead the mind of

the missionary to feel the need of divine

help. His spirit is bowed down within

him, when he sees himself surrounded on-

ly with idol temples, idolatrous priests,

rites, and cruelties, and when those for

whom his very. heart bleeds, treat his most
serious addresses with contempt, or ridi-

cule. How often is he ready to ask, "Can
these dry bones live? O Lord God, thou

(only) knowest." If the friends of missions

could realize the"; scenes with which the

missionaiy is surrounded, they would be
better able to participate in the deep anx-

iety felt by him, relative to those influences

which make the gospel "the POWER of

God."
. ,

. . .

This neglect of prayer, my dear Sir,

must also be considered 'as grieving the-

Holy Spirit. If the work of conversion,

bringing men out of darkness into light,

and from the power of satan unto God, be

his own work, .in vain we attempt to
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vince, to illuminate, and to renovate with-

out him. And if his influences are bestow-
ed in answer to prayer, ("How much more
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask him;"} then it is the

highest arrogance, not to say profaneness,
to go into this work without the true spirit

of believing dependence,
7a disposition to

give to him the honour of a work so pecu-

liarly his own. And if we ever enjoy, to

any great extent, .the saving visitations of

this Almighty Agent, they will be given on-

ly in answer to prayer. The conversions

of the day of Pentecost were given to the

first missionaries as men assembled to-

gether in one place, and waiting for them.
Those extensive and deep impressions of

religion, which have been felt at different

times, and at various places, have general-

ly been preceded by the use of prayer and

supplication. Whitefield, Brainerd, and
others, it is well known, were men eminent
for prayer, and for their dependence -upon
divine aid.

It is a most encouraging consideration,
that we have in these influences all we
can wish for, whether to meet the most

unpromising individual case, or to subdue
the alienation of- a world. No persons
co.ujd be apparently further from the king-
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of God than the hearers of the apos*
tie Peter. Some of them had scarcely
washed from their hands the blood of the

Son of God. And yet Three Thousand

persons, forming also the most heterogene-
ous concourse that were ever collected to-

gether, were converted under one simple
discourse. Some persons have supposed
that the success attending the preaching
of the apostles was the eft'ect of miracles.

But if miracles could have converted men,
then our Lord's ministry must have been

exceedingly successful; Yet his miracles

did little excep't increase the number and
malice of his enemies. No, the world was
converted by that influence which we now
so greatly need ; and these influences form
the only breeze which can bring the vessel

of mercy, freighted with all the human fa-

mily, into port. In three hours$ it is proba-
ble, these 3000men were converted. Sup-
posing the recommencement of such a
process, and that it was to proceed till the
world was converted, how many hours
would be required, at the same ratio3 to

accomplish this stupendous prodigy this

new creation?
There is, further, a certainty of success

when these influences are bestowed, for

the agent is God> H$ searcheth, and h
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can change the heart. They can be ac-

commodated to the moral circumstances
and powers of the subject; and they en-

ter the soul, so that there is nothing hid

from their penetrating energy. Witness-

Pentecost. Look at the work by Brain-

erd: he preaches by means of an uncon-
verted interpreter: to .convey spiritual
ideas by such a medium must be most
difficult. Consider the state of his hear-
ers: stupid, vicious Indians, destitute of

every Christian idea, and strangers to every
serious thought. And yet see, they weep ;

they sob; they become deeply and perma-
nently affected, though there has been no

appeal to their passions* The change
wrought upon them is recognized by all;

and they confirm its reality by a happy
death. The effects wrought through the

ministry of White/field were not less power-
ful, nor less salutary, nor less permanent.
To ihis very hour individuals are found

ascribing the change wrought on them to

his preaching, who have stood the test of

nearly fifty years, and thousands have pas-
sed 'the flood. It is said, that Whitefield
never preached without conversion being

produced. The serious impressions made
on,the minds of many at present, in the-

state of Connecticut, in the United States^,
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iay well excite the wonder and gratitude
of the churches in America. When ifl

New-York the other day, I heard that in

the city of Hartford and its immediate vi-

cinity, not less than a thousand persons,
at the same hour,* were in a state of deep
solicitude on that subject, which, more
than any other, may well be expected to

absorb, for a time at least, all the powers
of the human mind.

To urge us to greater diligence in seek-

ing the divine assistance, we should con-

sider, that the whole progress of the dis-

pensation of mercy through the world, is

inseparably connected with prayer. 1.

How long had the pious Jews to pray and
wait for the consolation of Israel! Christ

was not obtained then without the prayers
of the church. 2. If there ever was a be-

ing on earth to whom prayer was unnecps-

sary, it must have been the Lord Jesus

Christ; and yet he spent whole nights in

prayer to his heavenly Father; nor could
he finisli salvation till he had prayed in an

agony three times. 3. Further, the reason

given why he can save unto the uttermost

*The Rev Dr. Spring, of New-York, and other

most respectable ministers, assured me, when in

America, that these revivals would bear the strictest

scrutiny.

10
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is, because he ever liveth to make inter-

cession. 4. It would appear from the 8th

verse of the second Psalm, that the posses-
sion of the heathen, also, by the Saviour,
is suspended upon his petitions: "-Ask of

me, and I shall give thee the heathen for

thine inheritance," &c. 5. The blessings
of Pentecost, it appears, were given while

the apostles were, with one accord in one

place, waiting to be endowed with power
from on high. 6. Our Lord Jesus Christ,

too, directs us to pray for the Spirit, and
to pray to the Lord of the harvest. And
the apostle Paul entreats, that the church
would pray for him and his missionary
brethren, "that the word of the Lord might
have free course and be glorified."

In prayer for the Holy Spirit, the Chris-

tian brings to his aid an Almighty Agent;
ar, enlightening, quickening, and transform-

ing. Spirit. It is weakness laying- hold of

infinite strength: "Prayer," says an 'elo-

quent writer, "prayer moves the hand that

moves the world." "He who has the car,"

says another, "has ih&hand of God." The
Divine Being condescends to connect the

prayers of his saints with the accomplish-
ment of his purposes. And thus also in

the bestowment of mercy, he is seated or*

the throne of grace, to receive the peti*
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JDS of the penitent. -When the Christian
s found in this attitude, we see Elijah, in

liis conflicts with the idolaters of his time,

bringing the fire from heaven. It Is the

prophet. Elisha, bringing down the rain,

after a drought of three years and six

months. It is going to the Fountain of

Mercy, to intercede for perishing millions;
and moving the divine faithfulness to ful-

fil the exceedingly great and precious pro-

mises, pregnant with the blessings of salva-

tion. It is engaging an influence which

brings the criminal condemned to death
into a state of pardon and favour through
the Redeemer; which restores to the im-

age of God, and to a capacity of enjoying
him for ever, a wretch who was deformed

by every hateful disposition towards God
and man, and which unites him to a
phalanx of holy men, who are co-workers
with -God in the renovation of a world,

Finally, it is opening a direct communica-
tion between heaven and earth: herein

God himself descends and dwells with

men. And thus the kingdoms of this

'world, are to become the kingdom conquer-
ed by the power as well as the grace of

our Lord Jesus Christ.

Yes, it becomes us to take into the ac-

count the incalculable ^ood which will fo!-
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low the bestowment of this blessing; a.

good rolling on hva mighty torrent, age
after age, till the earth is filled with the

knowledge of the Lord. Let the influences

of the Holy Spirit be poured out, and then

all obstacles give way, whether these ob-

stacles are connected with the state of the

heathen, or the weakness of the instru-

ments; and men will be made willing to

renounce all for Christ, for this will be the

day of divine power. The converted na-

tives themselves will be prepared by these

influences to become the most efficient

agents in the work of conversion. Mis-

sionary funds, too, in consequence of this

success, will flow into the missionary

treasury. And the spirit of prayer itself

will be increased, from these encourage-
ments given in answer to our petitions.
And thus the life and salvation of millions

will be given to BELIEVING PRAYER, while
success has been, and will for ever be, de-

nied to our most splendid efforts without
it.

I am,
"

With great esteem and affection,

My dear Sir,

Yours, faithfully,
W. WAR&
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LETTER XL

To the Rev. C. ANDERSON, Edinburgh:

The Hercules, at sea) April 6, 1821.

MY DEAR BROTHER,
SUCH is the tenour of our occupancy

here, that salutations and farewells are

almost the only things by which our so-

cial existence is distinguished. The per-
sonal friendship which was formed last

year with you in Edinburgh, and contin-

ued for a few weeks with high satisfaction

on my part, has been ever since interrupt-

ed; and now I am called to place you al-

so among friends whom I am to see no
more. I have had to preach more than a
hundred discourses in America, and al-

most all of them have been, in fact, fare-
well discourses.

From the knowledge I have of the deep
interest you have taken in our mission, I

suppose this review of its triumph over

first difficulties will not be unwelcome to

you.

Hindoost'han certainly presents one of

the most important and interesting fields

for missionary labour on earth, Its extent $

10*
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the immensity of its population; its being:

the birth-place of the most extended sys-

tem of polytheism on earth.; Its possession

by the British, and the extent of the coun-

tries around, it equally destitute of Christi-

anity, give it all this importance.
We are too apt to associate together

heathenism and barbar-ism. They are

mostly, but not necessarily connected.

The Hindoo monarchies were formerly

splendid and powerful ; were supported by
a most imposing system of superstition ;

defended by large armies; adorned by the

presence of profound scholars, by masterly
writings, colleges, and schools; they pos-
sessed written laws, magistrates, courts of

justice, a general police, &c.

The existence of such, a state of cultir

vated society, though favour-able in some
respects to the christiari missionary,, does
not fail, to prejudice the heathen against,
the pretensions of a system of theology so,

different, and in the hands of strangers.
But it is the antiquity of their own institu-

tions, extending back, as the natives sup-

pose, many thousand years, which cre-

ates the greatest reverence in their favour,
and indisposes the mind to the examina-
tion of a system which to them appears as
a yesterday production,



TN INfclA. f lFr

JHere begin the difficulties of the Chris-

tian missionary. He has, however, in an-

other principle, to contend with a more

powerful prejudice. The Hindoos are

taught to treat as unclean all foreigners,
because amongst them no attention is paid
to ceremonial purity; they partake^ also,
of forbidden food; they mingle even with

the lowest ranks; and, in short, they are

not Hindoos. These ideas of the impurity
of foreigners are carried to such an extent,
that all familiar association with them
renders a Hindoo infamous. If the mon-
arch of Great Britain were to visit the

east, and should accidentally touch the

boiled rice of the poorest Hindoo, the lat-

ter would throw it away as rendered un-
clean even by the royal touch, and though
he had not wherewithal to purchase anoth-
er meal. rHow shall these persons be

brought to join themselves to foreigners,,
and to sit at the same sacred table with
them? How shall bramhuns do this, who
have been accustomed to go and bathe-

again, if even an inferior Hindoo has
touched them after their ablutions, and
before they have partaken of their food.

Another obstruction arises out of the

superstitious reverence of the people for

the gods r the priests, their sacred books^
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and a thousand other objects which have
b.een consecrated to idolatry in this, the

land of the gods. I was once addressing a
heathen congregation, and urging upoh
them the necessity of their embracing the

gospel, reminding them that all trust in

the priests was vain, for that they were
weak as other men, and. could neither save
nor destroy. In the midst of this discourse,
one of the hearers threw himself prostrate
at the feet of the next priest, and, lifting

up his hands in the posture of adoration,

said, 'Sir, this is my god.' It is not uncom-

mon, for a poor man, in a morning, to take
a cup of water in his hand, and run after

the first priest he sees in the street, beg-
ging htm to put his toe in the cup, that he

majphave the honour, of drinking the wa-
ter $1 which a bram.hun has washed his

feet. The dust falling from the feet of

bramhun guests is often collected as they
enter the door of the guest-room, and pre-
served as a sacred treasure.

The ignorance of the people on every
subject connected with the truths of divine

revelation, is such, that Christians at home
can hardly realize it. I have found no-

thing among the Hindoos upon which I

could lay my hand, and say, This was de-

rived from the Jews or the Bible.- The .
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Christian teacher has nothing like an en-

lightened understanding on his side.

Speak to a Hindoo of God, his mind re-

verts immediately to some idol
;
of holiness,

he thinks of ceremonial purity ; of a future

state, his mind fixes on transmigration ; .of

heaven, he thinks of the polluted residence'

of the gods. Thus those terms which
the missionary is compelled to use, when

unexplained, do not give the Christian idea,
but a heathen one.

The want of .moral powers, of a con-

science, in the heathen, and the abomina-
ble associations, even in reference to reli-

gion, which possess their minds, make con-

version to a religion, which is to purify the

affections, and .which presents to the mind

only holy objects, peculiarly difficult.

The levity of the Hindoos on every se-

rious subject, and the difficulty of gaining
and fixing their atention, have often made
my heart sink like a stone within me.

.

In the deep hold which this superstition-
has taken of the mind of the Hindoo, an-

other difficulty is found of the most formi-

dable nature. "Can all our sages and phi-

losophers .have been mistaken? Are all

these voluminous writings founded in er-

ror? Can all the countless millions who
have lived and died believing and practis--
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Ing these things have been deceived? And
all the millions with vyhich I am now sur-

rounded, are they also mistaken? Have
we not visible proofs of the favour of the

deity among us? If he did not support
them, how could these persons endure all

these sufferings this man with hooks in his

back on the swinging-post this, lying day
and night on a bed of spikes this, holding

lip his arm till all the blood is drained from

it, and it has become stiff and withered?

How, without divine support, can men lie

down with the utmost composure, and look

and wait till the wheels of the car of Ju^

gunnat'h pass over them? How be able

to cast themselves deliberately into the

Ganges with a weight fastened to the

body? How, destitute of this aid, could

timid, weak. females, with calmness, and
even triumph walk around the funeral pile,

and then gently lay themselves upon it,

that they may be consumed to ashes? If

our religion be not divine, how are these

things to be accounted for?

But, in the law of the cast, we have aa
obstruction still greater than all these.

All the Hindoos are -divided into distinct

tribes or casts; and the law forbids all

communion among the different casts; so

that one tribe, can neither marry, nor eat,-



Mnk, nor smoke with another ; nor prac~
;ise the ceremonies belonging to another

:ribe. Disobedience to these rules is fol-

lowed by loss of cast, whereby the outcast

s cut off at once from father, mother, wife,

children, brother, sister, and all his rela-

tions, as well as from all his rights of pro-

Derty. He can never hold the least inter-

course with these persons, nor return home,
Mever again see the face of those who
lave been dearer to him than life itself.

A.nd all these fearful penalties are incurred

n embracing Christianity. The Christian

lonvert must tear from his heart every
lender recollection, and remain a living

nartyr from the hour of his baptism to the

lay of his death. I recollect one of these
converts coming to me one day, and say-

ng, in the most plantive tones, 'Sir, I do
not want my cast again. I do not want to

;o back to idolatry; but, Sir, could I not

50 and see my mother once more? Could
[ not return for once and take leave of my
friends?' > The poor young man was over-

come for a time by those feelings which

Christianity refines, but never extinguish-
es. I had to bring to his recollection^ that
what he sought could not be realized : that
these friends would not see him; that in

this fruitless attempt he might put himself
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into the hands of his enemies ; but that his".

friends could not admit him into their pre-.

sence, without exposing themselves to the

loss of cast.

Finally, the infamy attached to the loss

of cast infallibly insures, many will think,
the perpetuity of the Hindoo superstition.
Some persons who have lost cast uninten-

tionally, have given in largesses to the

bramhuns, as much as 10.0QO/. to be restor-

ed to their rank; and others have put an
end to their lives, unable to endure the dis-

grace into which they have fallen.

These, and many other obstacles, our

brethren found in the character and insti-

tutions of the Hindoos themselves. But
these were far from including all the dif-

ficulties of the case ;

The distance from England to the scene
of action is fifteen thousand miles, in some
cases a five months' voyage. To send sup-

plies, and to carry on operations at such

a distance, must impede every kind of op-

eration, especially those connected with a

great mental and moral change.
The expense attending missions at such.

a distance is also very great, and must ex-

ceedingly limit the extent of these exer-

tions. To prepare, to equip, and to land

each missionary, costs the British public
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fcot less than 600/. and to maintain him

there, a considerable annual sum; so that

charitable funds, where the numbers to be

taught amount to so many millions, can do
but little* except in making the commence-
ment.
The mortality too which attends the

transplanting of men from a cold into a

very warm climate, must be accompanied
with great losses of energy and of life. Of
the eight persons forming the number with

which I sailed to Bengal, four have been
removed by death; and of eight persons

'arriving some time afterwards, only two
survive.

The languages to be acquired form an-

-other order of difficulties. English is here
of no use in the work to the heathen. Be-
sides the Sungskrit, the dialects of India
amount to not less than fifty. Fifty lan-

guages to be acquired before all India can
be instructed !

Finally, our brethren found the govern-
ment of India decidedly inimical to the in-

troduction of missionaries. They predict-
ed nothing short of the loss of the country,
if the prejudices of the natives were in-

terfered with. A former Governor-gener-
al would sometimes observe to one of the

'chaplains, that he thought the wisest poli-
11
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cy the East India Company had ever

adopted was, never to disturb the preju-
dices of their native subjects. This view
of the subject made the government decid-

edly hostile to missionary labours; and
this policy was pursued to an extent well
known to all who -have felt an interest in

the progress of Christianity in the East*
To realize the formidable 'nature of this

hostility, we must consider that no indi-

vidual can "reside or travel in India with-

out special leave from the head of the go*
vernment. It may be here added, that

our own countrymen, scattered all over In-

dia, felt the same repugnance to mission-

ary exertions, and manifested a firm de-

termination to second the views of govern^
ment on this head.

Did ever any cause appear to be more

hopeless ? I well recollect, that this was
the exact feeling on this subject when I

arrived in Bengal. Every where we were
advised to go back. Even one or two

good men thotight the attempt utterly im-

practicable. India, in short, has been

long considered an impregnable fortress^

defended by the gods. Many a Christian

soldier, it has been said, maybe sacrificed

in the intrenchments; but the fort never

will be taken*' Tlie Mahometans, it is ad=<
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ded, tried long to change the Hindoos, to

destroy their idols, and to bring them to

profess the Mahometan faith, but in vain:

^they put multitudes to the sword, and
converted the stone idols into steps, that

every Mahometan, on ascending to the

mosque, might set his foot on a Hindoo
god. Yet none of these terrors made
them give up their idols, or change their

customs.

But, my dear brother, it was predicted
of the Messiah, that he should "divide the

spoil with the strong, because he poured
out his soul unto death." ALL THESE DIF-

FICULTIES HAVE BEEN OVERCOME.

Six hundred Hindoos have renounced

their gods, the Ganges, and their priests, and
have shaken from their limbs the chain of
the cast.

The distance . between Britain and India
has been annihilated, for fifty converted na-

tives have become, in some sense, mission-

aries.

Twenty-Jive of these ffty languages have
been conquered.

The Hindoos all-over Bengal are solicit-'

ing schools for their children at the hands of
+i

^
trie missionaries.

*flnd, The government and our country',
men are affording the most important aid in
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introduction of light and knowledge into

India. "He MUST increase."

In the above detail of difficulties, we
observed that a most formidable one arose

out of the fears of the Hon. Company and
of the local governments, so that they ap-

peared to be utterly averse to missionary
efforts: Now, in all that concerns the men-
tal and moral cultivation of India, the

Governor-general and the government of

Bengal, are become powerful auxiliaries.

Native schools have, for years back, been
under their absolute patronage. Several

Christian institutions at Calcutta, which
have the good of the natives as their di-

rect object, receive a marked countenance ;

and missionaries receive the most friendly
attentions.

,
The School-Book Society,

which is supplying the natives with trans-

lations of interesting English books, was
formed at the suggestion, and in fact under
the directions of the Marchioness of Hast-

ings, who has manifested a most benevo-
lent and undeviating solicitude to improve
the intellectual and moral condition of this

people. In these interesting efforts of the

Marchioness, she may well be denominat-

ed, in the language of the Holy Scripture?,
'.'a help-meet" to the distinguished noble-*

man at the head of our Indian Empire,
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Did distance and climate present seri-

ous impediments to the evangelization of

India? Providence has raised up fifty

preachers on the spot: the languages and
the climate are their own; and with the

manners and opinions of the people to

whom they preach, they are perfectly fa-

miliar. Not an error amongst them which

they cannot detect and refute. If the Ho-
ly Spirit pour upon these agents plentiful-

ly of his sacred influences, then each one
of them will become, as an itinerant and
a preacher, equal to ten English mission-

aries. Krishnu, Rammohun, Sebukram,
Rarnprusad, and other Hindoo ministers,
are possessed of very respectable talents;
and the effects of the ministry of these and
other natives have been far more powerful
than those of foreigners. Large societies,
or churches, exist at Chittagong, Saheb-

gunj, Dinagepore, Calcutta, and Seram-

pore; and almost all these converts have
been gathered by the Hindoo preachers.
The same may be said, of at least three

out of four of the six or seven hundred
heathen converts connected with our mis-

sion ; they owe their conversion, to their

own countrymen. And these by the Great

Shepherd have been provided on the spot;
and the climate is as friendly to their

11*
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health as that of England is to its natives.

Add to all this, the existence of a mission-

ary Hindoo college, where these Hindoo
candidates for the Christian ministry may
receive for the sacred office all the human
preparation possible; and then will be
seen how wonderfully, how providentially,
distance and climate have been surmount-
ed. In the funds recently contributed in

England and America, will be found a suf-

ficient provision for the annual support
of nearly twenty Hindoo missionary stu-

dents.

Many of the friends of missions in Ame~
rica almost despair of the conversion of

the Indians, on account of the number of

their dialects; and yet they amount to few

compared with the dialects of India. But
more than twenty-five of the languages of

India have been already conquered; since

either the whole or a part of the Sacred

Scriptures have been published in twenty-
five ; and two of these are the Chinese and
the Sungskrit, unquestionably the most
difficult languages on earth. These ver

sions are not offered as perfect perform-
ances ; but, I doubt not, they will bear to,

be compared with any other first versionst

which have at any time been given to tjhp

world,
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The opposition of our own countrymen
in India to missionary efforts, formed an-

other serious obstacle to the formation and

progress of missions. But in this respect
a mighty change has been wrought in In-

dia. A happy number of the Hon. Com-
pany's servants have become truly devoted
Christians. Chaplains of evangelical sen-

timents and feelings have wonderfully in-

creased, and are very useful in diffusing
the light of the gospel. Five or six Chris-

tian societies of devout British soldiers

have recently existed in the Indian army.
The Benevolent Institution at Calcutta,
with its different auxiliaries, is wholly sup-

ported by our countrymen, who contribute

about 13,000 rupees annually for this pur-

pose. The funds of our native schools,

containing 8000 heathen children, are also

principally derived from their liberality.
And the same is true of the large funds
raised by the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible So-

ciety, of the funds of the Hindoo College,
of those of the School Book Society, the
School Society, the two Missionary Socie-

ties, the Orphan and Free Schools, and
one or two other Christian institutions at

Calcutta, of great importance. Some of
our countrymen have also been liberal in

donations to the Serampore College j andf
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though SL missionary college, the most noble
the Governor-general of India is its distin-

guished patron. Nor, in this reference to

the great moral changes which have re-

cently taken place in the East, must we
forget the Calcutta Episcopal College,
which will, we hope, have an important
share in the illumination of the Eastern
world.

But, in the deep antiquity of the Hindoo

institutions, in the aversion of the natives to

the least familiar intercourse with the

whites^ in their deep-rooted attachment to

their superstitious rites, in their ignorance of

every Christian truth, in their entire want of
moral powers and of a conscience, in the

pollution of their minds, in their levity
and want of principle, and, above all, in

in the terrors of the law of cast, we have
before us those stupendous, and, as some

suppose, those inaccessible mountains of

difficulty, that have appalled the stoutest

heart!} and given rise to the almost uni-

versal opinion that the Hindoos never

would, never could be converted. But,

snrely the conversion of nearly Seven
Hundred Hindoos, who were not before

out-casts, who gave up all earthly connex-
ions and prospects from their conviction of

the truth of Christianity, is of itself the
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most solid proof that can be given of the

reality of our success, and the certainty
of the final triumph of Christianity in this

country, so long the chosen seat of the

great destroyer. A stronger test of since-

rity scarcely exists than the sacrifice of

cast for Christ. How few public avowals
of conversion, humanly speaking, should
we have in England, if sacrifices such as
the Hindoo has to make were required!
The Roman-catholic excommunication

was, no doubt, derived from that of the

Hindoos: how few Romans are converted.

Not only, however, have so many Hin-
doos received Christian baptism, but a

great change has taken place, and is ra-

pidly progressing in Hindoo Society

throughout Bengal. English ladies and

gentlemen have been invited to visit Hin-
doo families; the sect of Ram-mohunroy
is fast increasing, and to it are attached
several powerful families; the rich Hin-
doos of Calcutta are associated with the

whites in several of the Christian institu-

tions there; on the eastern side of Ben-

gal the rich Hindoos have become annual
subscribers to the native schools; and be-

fore I left Serampore, almost daily deputa-
tions from the villages all around, and from

the distance 'of 'sixteen and even twenty
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miles, were arriving, and entreating us to.

set up schools in their villages, promising
to supply schoolmasters, and even to turn

their family temples into Lancasterian
school-rooms !

Still, perhaps, some persons may doubt
whether these conversions can be relied on..

To the consideration of such I would sub-

mit the following facts:

Ram-mohun, a young bramhun of the

highest rank, before his conversion set fire

to the pile which burnt his living mother to

ashes. I have heard this convert preach
with such pathos and effect, in the Hin-
doost'hanee language, at Dura-Dura, near

Calcutta, that his auditory have been
drenched in tears.

Jugunnat'h, before his conversion, kept
an idol, worshipped it daily, and obtained
his support from the offerings voluntarily

presented to it. After his conversion, he took
a hatchet, and cut his god to pieces, and
consumed him under the pot in which his

rice was boiled.

Gorachancl, while a mere youth, resist

ed all the entreaties of his mother and
other relations, and sought protection from
the Danish magistrate against these rela^
tions, who were employing force to carry
Jlim away from the missionaries.



A bjamhun recently fraptized had, while

U heathen, taken a vow of perpetual si->

lence, and had kept this vow for four years,

residing during this time, at the celebra-

ted temple of Kalee, near Calcutta. He
was held in such reverence, that when he

passed through the streets of Calcutta,
the rich Hindoos hurried down from their

houses, arid threw themselves at his feet,

to worship him as a deity. He wore se-

veral necklaces made of the bones of ser-

pents, and his whole appearance was that

of a being who had changed the human
state and form. Let us look at this man
for a moment: he possesses all the pride

arising from his descent from the highest
order in his country, and from the homage
lie receives from the adoring crowd. How
Sunk in all the brutality of the jogee ! How
intoxicated with the fumes of an imagina-
tion, which sees deity in every thing, and
every thing hi deity, and with the idea by
which 'he identifies himself with God.
How shall the Christian missionary obtain,

access to this man, who has retired to this

celebrated sanctuary, and who has in fact
renounced all human intercourse? And
how shall one ray of light enter such &
mind, a mind stript of all the attributes

connected with choice, or even with
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thought? Must not we pronounce this

man's case absolutely desolate; .and that

he is, in the very worst sense of the apos-
tolic declaration, "without hope?" And
yet my venerable colleague} Dr. Carey,
writes me, that this man, through a Chris-

tian tract, in the Bengalee language,
which some how or other was introduced
into his solitude, has given -up his rank, the

worship of his countrymen, and all his nos-

trums, and is become a humble christian
?

receiving Christian baptism.
After such conquest, who shall despair

of India, or of Africa, or of the North Ame*
xican wanderer? It was not without^ de-

sign then, that, connected with the com-
mand to preach the gospel to every crea-

ture, our Lord should have used these me-
morable words) "All power is given unto

me in heaven and upon earth."

In fact, a moral revolution more grand
and important has taken place in British

India, within the last twenty years, than iSj

perhaps, to be found in all the annals of the

chftrch, the apostolic times excepted.;

''And still it spreads:" the translations are

daily advancing; education is extending its

operations in the most rapid manner, and
converts from these heathens are almost

daily added to the Christian church j and
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COBVerts bring their books and their

gods; and cast them to the moles and to

the bats, and renounce therr covenant with

death. Christian villages, composed whol-

ly of native converts, have been contem-

plated; and every thing indicates the ap-
proach of a vast change in the appear-
ance of this spiritual desert ; -a change full

of promise to all the teeming .millions of

Asia.
.

Permit me to hope, my dear brother, for

the continuance of your friendship, your
.prayers, ybur correspondence.

Ever indeed yours,
W. WARD,
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thought? Must not we pronounce this

man's case absolutely desolate; ,
and that

he is, in the very worst sense of the apos-
tblic declaration, "without hope?" And
yet my venerable colleague^ Dr. Carey,
writes me, that this man, through achris-
tian tract, in the Bengalee language,
which some how or other was introduced
into his solitude, has given -up his rank, the

worship of- his countrymen, and all his nos-

trums, and is become a humble Christian,

receiving Christian baptism.
After such conquest, who shall despair

of India, or of Africa, orof the North Ame-
rican wanderer? It was not withoutj de-

sign then, that, connected with the com-
mand to preach the gospel to every crea-

ture, our Lord should have used these me-
morable words* "All power is given unto

me in heaven and upon earth."

In fact, a moral revolution more grand
and important has taken place in British

India, within the last twenty years, than isj

perhaps, to be found in all the annals of the

church, the apostolic times excepted.
"And still it spreads:" the translations are

daily advancing; education is extending its

operations in the most rapid manner, and
converts from these heathens are almost

daily added to the Christian church ;
and
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a< vast change in the- appear-
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of promise to all the teeming millions of
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Permitme to hope, my dear brother, for

the edntinuance of your .friendship, .your

prayers, y6ur coTrespondehce/ / .
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Ever indeed yours,
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XIL

To. the Rev. Dr. BALDWIN, Bostqiv

The Hercules, at sea, April 7, 182 it-

MY DEAR BROTHER,
I am disposed to conclude, from the lit*

tie success of our mission for the first six

years, : and from similar appearances in

other missions, that the Christian: .public
haive been hardly willing to allo:w time

enough for the acquisition of the requisite

languages, for the characters of their mis-

sionaries to be known and appreciated,
and for the seed to take root.

After we had been at SeramjDore for

some time, I well recollect, that, in walk-

ing through the streets, Mr. Marshman and

myself would say to one another, 'O! if
f

we had but one Hindoo brother, but one

family in Serampore, into which we could

enter, arid converse on the things of the

kingdom of God!' The seventh year was
-' then closingf~ahd not one native appeared
"on the side "of Christ; not one respecting
whom we could indulge the least hope
that, he., was under ehristiail impressions,



.jjp. jjiypiittj yi:v pc>i,ti-xi^- ay^i;ij^>:;viri|.C^c^pi;J!-'t' ,

for 'prayer an
tjiis ^^e^jffiicL^|bpfali

afservice: for prayer! at :

sfeveh^ p^^OQk^pn

Tijesclay morning,
:

\yhich .has
ued now for twenty ye^rSi-:^.^-:,-^^'
This special acknowleelgmenfe |qf pur

need 'bf the divine aid, and^f'our-ssdMoitode
t

"
'f'-i

'

"*'.'
~

**'V -"'

to obtain
1

it, had not been lo
;5g.maae, be-

fore 'we were blessed in the^GDriversion of

ifrishnu. This person w^'i?rf8^,e?ai:penter, i

and'
: had a wife and .several phildfeen. He

had heard Mr. Thomas 'presLeli "under a
tree not far from his owh>ihouse-;Jjbut jhis

attention had not been a^ajien'ed
.to the

message, when he fell from aHr^r
'aud dis-

located his arm. Smarting _.with;pain, he

bethought himself of the white manjirnder
the cotton- tree, for he recollecled'Inaving
heard that this person was a surgeon. He
immediately sent for Mr. Thomas, who
went -and restored the arm to its position.

But Mr. Thomas did not leave Krishna-

till he had told him of the salvation whichjl
is iri Christ Jelus. 'Kristin was much af-*

fected. Mr. Thomas daily renewed-' his

visits, and daily preached on Jesus and

salvation to this poor man and -his family;
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LETTER XIL

To the Rev. Dr. BALDWIN, Boston;

The Hercules, at sea, April 7, 1821*-

Mr DEAR BROTHER,
I am disposed to conclude 9 from the lit*

tie success of our mission for the first six

years, and from similar appearances in

other missions, that the Christian public
have been hardly willing to 'allow time

enough for the acquisition of the requisite

languages, for the characters of their mis-
sionaries to be known and appreciated,
and for the seed to take root.

After we had been at Serampore for

some time, I well recollect, that, in walk-

ing through the streets, Mr. Marshman and

myself would say to one another,
<:O! if

we had but one Hindoo brother, but one

family in Serampore, into which we could

enter, and converse on the things of the

kingdom of God!' The seventh year was
then closing, and not one native appeared
"on the side 'of Christ; not one respecting
whom we could indulge the least hope
that he was under Christian impressions.
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the propriety of.
settli^ SQm- time apart

for prayer on this subject ;.;abd- we^begaij
.a; service for prayer, at seven o'elpek, on

Tuesday morning, which lias been contin-

ued now for twenty years." ^ '",

'
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This special acknowledgment '-of our
need of the divine aid, and of ouKSolicitude

to obtain it, had not been long mafie, be-

fore we were blessed in the conversion of

Krishnu. This person was^-a carpenter,,
and had a wife and .several children. He
had heard Mr. Thomas rpreach under a
tree not far from his own Jipiise ;' ;

but his

attention had not been awakened ..to the

message, when he fell from a- tree,; and dis-

located his arm. Smarting with pain, he

bethought himself of the white mamunder
the cotton tree, for he recollected !

'having
heard that this person was a surgeon. He
immediately sent for Mr. Thomas, who
went and restored the arm to its position.

But Mr. Thomas did not leave Krishnu^
till he had told him of the salvation whichp
is in Christ Jesus. Krishnu was much af-

fected. Mr. Thomas daily renewed his

visits, and daily preached on Jesus and

salvation to this poor man and his family;
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so that;|y the tune th^arifl^SLd recovered
its strength, Krisji|i|i^as

so' rm

edy th^i|^he > caj^J;^lwse]f;fpr

and"' ult^ateJ^. jsol|pited ybaptisrir;
'*

was "tiiijSrst-frQits ol JBengal.
Froni'tliat time to the present the

sion lias Ibeen making a gradual but ste.ady

progress, wliiie encoiintering many formid-

able difficulties, ^and sustained many se-

vere "conflicts. It reckons at present the

following stations. In Bengal., Serampore,
Calcutta, Miflnapore, Jessore, Chittagong,
Gutwa, MoorsHadabad, and Dinagepore^
In the upper provinces ^ Mon'ghyr, Digah,
Cawnpqre, Allahabad, Benares, Delhi, and
Rajpootonah,, -In the Islands of the Indian
ocean, Cplumba, Batavia, and Sumatra.-1

Divine ser^icCis conducted at these sta-

tions in Yhe Bengalee, the Hindoost'hanee,
the H%dee, the Burman, the Portuguese,
the Malay-, the Javanese, the Cingalese,
and the English languages.
More than a thousand persons have been

initiated into a Christian profession*by bap-
tism, and more than six hundred of these
rere formerly idolaters or Mahometans.
About fifty of these Asiatics and.hea-

then converts are employed in superintend-
ing stations, or as assistants to trie mis-
sionaries in itinerating, &G. The gifts of
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some of these native helpers are very re-

spectable: they preach with great fluency,
and their labours have greathr succeeded:
several large societies have been gathered
wholly by 'their means. A few have been,
or are, respectable .authors; among these

may be mentioned Pitumbur-sing, who
wrote several pieces' against idolatry,
and in defence q,f Christianity, which, I

hope, have done considerable good: they
have been frequently sought for by the

natives. Tarachund is one of our best

Christian Hindoo poets: he has composed
more than a hundred of the hymns found
in our Bengalee hymn-book, and-a pamph*
let, placing in striking contrast heathen-

ism and Christianity, which .1 hope will be
the means of diffusing much' Christian light
Krishnu and others also have writtea ex-

cellent hymns.
'

,

.

The converts niaintairi themselves by
service with the Europeans,; by agriculture,

..weaving, an3 various other means. Their
own industry "ha^lmprpVect the outward
circumstances of many of them, so that
their temporal losses in embracing christi-.,

anity have been, made up to them. Large*
groups of children are rising up, and the
education which they are receiving will

12*
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so that;|y the ti|n th^jarm /'had recovered

its strengUi, Kri^h^^as^ra^ch^iopres^
ed, ^ha|lie ca^e;"Silnself^|pr instrucjLiqn,

arid ultiMate]^ solicited ^baptism.
^
Here

was "the first-fruits ol Bengal.
From that time to the present the rni^

sion lias been_ making agradualbut steady

progress, wliile encpinitering many formid-

able diilcultijes, 'and sustained many se-

vere 'conflicts. -It reckons at present the

following-stations. In Bengal, Serampore,
Calcutta; Miclnapore, Jessore, Chittagong,
Cutwa', Moofsliadabad, and Dinagepore.
In the upper provinces, Mon'ghyr, Digah,
Cawnpqre, All.ahabad, Benares, Delhi, and
Rajpootonah,, *ln the Islands of the Indian

ocean, Cplumba, Batavia, and Sumatra'.-

Divine servjce; is conducted at these sta-

tions in the Bengalee, the Hindoost'hanee,
the Hrndee, the Burman, the Portuguese,
the Malay, the Javanese, the Cingalese,
and the English languages.
More ttian a thousand persons have been

initiated into a Christian profession
n

by bap-
tism, .and more than six hundred of these
rere formerly idolaters or Mahometans.
About fifty of these Asiatics and.hea-

then converts are employed in superintend-
ing stations, or as assistants to tlie mis-
sionaries in itinerating, &G, The gifts of
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some of these native helpers are very re=

spectable : they preach with great fluency,
and their labours have greatly succeeded:
several large societies have been gathered
wholly by 'their means. A few have been,
or are, respectable authors; among these

may be mentioned Pitumbur-sing, who
wrote several pieces- against; idolatry,
and in defence of Christianity, which, I

hope, have done considerable good: they
have been frequently sought for by the

natives. Tarachund is one of our best

Christian Hindoo poets: he has composed
more than a hundred of the hymns found
in our Bengalee hymn-book, and-a pamph-
let, placing in striking contrast heathen-

ism and Christianity, which I hope will be
the means of diffusing much Christian light,

Krishnu and others also have Written ex-

cellent hymns.
The converts maintain themselves by

service with the Europeans, by agriculture,

weaving, and various other means. Their

own industry liasV improved the outward
circumstances of many of them, so that
their temporal losses in embracing christi-

:

anity have been made up to them. Large
groups of children are rising up, and the
education which they are receiving will

1-2*
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ajbfe 'dipjGkiities,
'and sustained mapiy;.-* s'e-

ve'te ?
cjShfliiftS; ^It reckons at present tile,

following^ta^ions. In Bengali Seramppre,

GaJcuttay-MiJ(p.apore, Jessore, Chittagohg,
Gutwa^j "MojofsHiadabad, and Dinagepore^
In the ^ppjefr spovmces, Mon^hyr, D'igkh,

. Ga.whpo
?re,AJ^ahabad, Benares, DeMii, and

Ra^poo'tdnahj, *ln the Islands of the Indian

ocean, /Cp^rnba, Batayia, arid Sumatra.^
Divine ||j||^dHs conducted at thesB sta-

tions in *tJTenSangalee, the Hindqost'hanee t

the EO|Q^e, the Burman, the iPortuguese,
the. Malay, the Javanese, the- Cingalese,
and the English languages. v;

More ttrnn a thousand persons have been
initiated into a Christian prafession'by: bap-
tism, and rnore- than,, six ^uhdred,of these
w^re formerly idolaters or Mahometans.

"

. About fifty of these Asiatics and,hea-
then conv^rjs are employecl in superintend-
ing stations, or as assistants to trie mis-
sionaries in itinerating, &c. The gifts, of
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-some of these native helpers are very re-

spectable: they preach with great fluency,
and their labours have greatly succeeded*,

several large societies have been gathered
wholly -by *their means; A few have been,
or are, respectable .authors; among these

may be /rhentidnejd^Pitumbur-sing, who
wrote seyjeral; Ijpietje^n^gairisl idolatry,

ijC which, I

done%corisicierable ; good : they'
- -
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fre|[uen1;ly ^/sbughf'^r by the

^Farajchund lisi
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on of- our best

Hwidop pbelsT he has composed
hundred^lofi itbte^Jhynins ftfuhd

^lEfdiir BeiQgalee tiyn^)|6^% ari^ ^aniph*
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"-^^-"^--^-^^f^lr agriculture,*

Their
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circu-rnstarices of^many -W^yth^em, so that
theu\ temporal losses in eiifbracing christi-*

.anity have been, made up to them. LargV^
groups of children are rising up, and the
dducatioir which they are receiving will
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it is hoped, render them truly respectable
in society.
A number of the converted Hindoos

have died happy in the faith.* of Christ,
some of them leaving

;

eheering testimonies

of the blessedness they had found in Him,
in whom alone men can 'be blessed.

Pitumbur-sing, 'before his 'conversion,
was a very respectable^man of -the/writer ,

IT. - * . ~
i

' .1 ^^"i -*

cast, His conversions-is -to be *

attributed, ;-

under divine grace, to his reading a tracTf
written for the Lascars by^SAMOEL PAR'CE,^'
and translated into the Bengalee. I haye^'
heard him preach ^vvith such a force ofjea-
sonihg, that the idolaters have been cur to

the heart. To .show that he did not re-

pent that he had give
v
n up -all for Christ^

when he came to die, he wrote a lettefto his

wife, entreating her to come to Serampore,
iand to put in her lot. with the Christians," ^

and not to remain united to the idolaters^

among whom her' soul would be ..lost: and,
just before his death, hje intimated that'he^
then realized,the benediction of the apos-
tle ; "the grace of the jLord Jesus, thejove
rof God, and the fellovvship of the" >Eioly

Spirit." % /
Krishnu-prnsad, a most interesting young

bramhun, of a very respectable familyj

during the three or four years which he
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lived after his baptism, exhibited a fine

proof of the blessed effects of Christianity.

And though he died on a boat at a dis-

tance from Semmpore, yet, by the account

given of his -last hours, ft appears, that he

possessed great tranquillity and peace in

his death.

Futik received the gospel with -.great

\ siricer-ity> an^prpfessed it with arjdent zeal.

llrii carrying Ihe^gospei t(jhe village wjiere

;'. |ie: had; lived, ^

hr^
come{and sing witheTlirii j an^ while-Mflifey :

were s&gin;g: st|iBen^lee^fh^ninj'-^Futifc
joiriiriig ;trll .Kik^VAice': expire'd; in death;,)
his spirit was 'liberated, borne away^ as It'

were; on the wings of praise, and cheered
in its ascent by the glorious truth contain-
ed in the chorus of this hymn. "Eternal
salvation through the death of Christ."

Rughoo, a Hindoo .sojnewhat adyanced
in life when baptiiied, had been the devoted
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it is hoped, vender them truly respectable
in society.
A number of the converted Hindoos

have died happy in the faith-j of ChrisV
some of them leaving cheering testimonies

of the blessedness they liad foiind in Him,
in whom alone men can 'be blessed.

Pitumbur-sing, before his conversion,
was a very respectably man of 'the writer

cast. His conversion* is to be 'attributed,
-

under divine grace, to his reading a tract.,

written for the Lascars by^AMUEL PEARCE^ /
and translated into the Bengalee. I have"
heard him preach with such a force ofrea-

soning, that the idolaters have been cut' to

the heart. To show that he did not re-

pent that he had given up all for Christ,
when became to die, he wrote aJetter' to his

wife, entreating her to come to Serampore,
and to put in her lot with the Christians/ t

and not to remain united to the idolaters,

among whom her soul would be lost: and,
just before his death, he intimated that he-^

then realized the benediction of the apos-
tle; "the grace of the Lord Jesus, tliejove

of God, and the fellowship of the .Holy

Spirit." %'
,

Krishnu-prusad, a most interesting young
bramhun, of a very respectable family^

the three or four years which he
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lived after his baptism, exhibited a fine

proof of the blessed effects of Christianity.

And though he died on a boat at a dis-

tance from Serampore, yet, by the account

given of his last hours, ft appears, that he

possessed great tranquillity and peace in

his death.

Futik received the gospel with.:.great

.sincerity, and-prqfessed it with ardent zeal.

lln carrying the gospel to the village where
he had lived, be 'met with the most brutal

^treatment; but he wa^not -ashamed of_the

gospel,jior did he regret that he had borne
this testimony* ^He *wcas soon ^rewarded

by seeing his mother, his sister, .a'nd her v

two children, all join the, Christian rcongre,-

gation at Serampore. ; And when he came/
to die,Jiis spirit was wonderfully

1

supported
'

in passing the dark valley: he called tlvose

r
native brethren who resided near him/ to

come and sing with him ; and while they
.were sipging: a; Bengalee- 'hymn, (Fiitik

joining till . his; voice expire'd in death;)
his spirit was 'liberated, borne away j as it

wefev on the wings of praise, and cheered
in its ascent by the glorious truth contain-
ed in the chorus of this hymn. "Eternal
salvation through the death of Christ."

Rughoo, a Hindoo somewhat advanced
in life when baptized, Had been the devotee!
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slave of the priests: at six different times,

according to
1 the number gf scars in his

back, he had been swung *m the air, sus-

pended by large hooks thrust through the

integuments of his back, and -continuing
thus suspended at each time a quarter of

an hour. In one of my visits to him, just
before his death, he expressed himself in>

the most artless manner. I asked him some

questions in reference to the presence of

Christ with him; when he immediatelj'

put_his hand upon his heart, and said, "He
is here, he is here. I feel that he is

.here." , ; ;

:
":

':

;"
; :

_'.'.

'

;

;

'

'

""

.'
A number pf other cases might be giv-

en. But I must remember, that this is

merely a letter. The memoirs of these

four have been .published.
I must now, my dear brother, again say,

farewell. The Lord be with you to the ,

Yours, very faithfully,
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LETTER XIH,

v. DANIEL S&ARp,:Boston,
-

.
-/-;.'-'., !^ ..

-

-J|ft%-;-'.

;l^57%g Hercules, at sea,;, April 9, 1821.

MY DEAR BROTHER,
I CAN never forget yon, nor the many ex-

cellent friends I left at Boston. May the

spirits of the puritans again hover with*

delight over the churches at Boston, and
the- gospel in its saving power ^beautify

every -Christian sanctuary.
I shall devote this fetter to a review of

the goodness of God towards us in the

translation of his word into the languages
of India.

The necessity that the translation of

the Holy -Scriptures should make a part
of th^work of the Indian missionary, will

appear, if we consider that the Hindoos
and the Mahometans have always been

aught, that their systems are founded on
divine revelations. Some of the practices
of the heathen are so absurd, so lewd, or
so cruel, that they could not have been

perpetuated, had there been no authority
for them found in their writings. Such a
hold indeed have these books on the pub



140 '*
f

MISSIONARY SUCCESS, &C.
-

v.-
'

slave. "of the priests: at six different times,

according to
1 the number of scars in his

back, he had been swung in the air, sus-

pended by large hooks thrust through the -

integuments of his back, and -continuing
thus suspended at each time a quarter of

an hour. In one of my visits to him, just
before his dea.th, he expressed himself in

the most artless manner. I asked him some

questions in reference "to the" ^presence of

Christ with MmV when he immediate^
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is here, he~ is 'hejre.
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very 'faithfully^
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I CAN hever forget you, nor the many ex*

cellent friends I left at Boston. May tKe

"spirits of the puritans again hover wlthV

delight over the churches at Bosfon, and
the- gasper in its saving power ^beautify

every .Christian sanctuary.
I shall devote this tetter to a review of

the goodness of God towards us in the

translation of his word irfto the languages
of India.-

'
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: The necessity that the translation ef

the Holy. Scriptures should make apart
of thMwork of the Indian missionary, will

"
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appear, if we consider that the Hindoos
and the Mahometans have always been

tfaught, that their systems are founded on
divine revelations. Some of the practices
of the heathen are so absurd, so lewd, 6*'"

so cruel, that they could not have been

perpetuated, had there been no authority
for them found in their writings: Such a
hold indeed have these books on the pub-
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lie mind, that the Hindoo, under their in-

fluence, inflicts on his body the most Dread-
ful cruelties,- ah.d rushes with eagerness in-

to a violent .death. The Vedantusar says,
"The selsM|pent word: ;pro;Ge;e1ds out

of the mdutWof the Bitii^^ that is,

the vedu," fthemost sacre^ol^^ie Hindoo'V -
V-r, -w.'

writings.^ It was necessa-ry then to meet
theni onJheir ow-n ground; and, instead' of

tile .false, to give them the true shastru.

With the sacred volume in his hand, -the

Christian missionary, -and especially the

native missionary, is received with a re-

spect and reverence which he could not

otherwise command.
In some' cases, the volume of divine

tenth has become the substitute for a mis-

sionary, and has been found the means of

conversion to a heathen; and each con-

vert is, in fact, "begotten by the word of

truth."
.

' \ %

But, to the heathen convert, so newly
enlightened, the Holy Scriptures are abso-

lutely necessary^-"to build him up upon
his most holy faith," and to show the

foundation of his faith to others.

Among other collateral advantages -

arising out of these translations, it may be

observed, that they will fix and enrich the

languages of India, since each word here
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&ceives a recognised meaning, .and many
wards' are transplanted from the . Sungs-

krit, and thus brought into familiar use.

To embody thus into a dialect all the

words which convey the peculiar proper-
ties of Christian truth, is surely enriching
it to a degree beyond all calculation.

From hence it appears, that Christianity
never could have taken deep root in India,

except the Christian missionary had pre-

pared and exhibited the Holy Records.
Whether rriy honoured colleague, Dr.,

Carey, had in his mind all these reasons,
in favour of the work of translation before

he went to India, I know not ; but in tjhe

formation of his mind for; such a work-^in
his power and habits of applications iji

the enterprise of his character, and the

large measure of that faith .which sees

"things that are not as though they were^
5

we behold a remarkable interposition of
Divine Providence. It is probable, that
his first anticipations were, that he might
Jive to translate the divine word into the

language of Benegal: by one of his first

letters from thence, it. appears, that his

hopes were confined to this degree of pro-

gress. And if he Lad given the word of
God to these twelve- millions of people.on-
ly$ who had never before seen it, and to
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lie mind, that the jffindop ?jundejr' their in-

fluence, inflicts on hiK bod^^mie most^rea$-
ful cruelitifes:^.anj0lus%|s^wit^ eagerness in-

to a violej^ ;d|^tite Wh eHantular says,
"The fel^^^Jiint

'

w^H^|^|e^l|v^ out

the vedu,^' She most sacreSo^KieVHindoo7 \ -
.

'

v-w-csc-shsr-
1 "- '*"-" ,-, . :

"

v/ritiDgs.| It was necessa-ry tnen'to meet
them ony^eir own ground iand,=? instead* of
the. false, to stive the-m the- true siiW&truv

***ffy
> 7 ^3- '

WitK the sacred volume in his hand, 'the

Christian missionary,- and especially the

native missionary, is received with a sre-

spect and reverence w-Iiich he -cpuld no|
otherwise com.mahd: ,

-
-:'-. -

."In some' caes, the volume of divine

ttoth has become the substitute for a; mis-

sionary, and has been 'found the means of

conversion to a heathen; and each coiv

vert is, in fact, "begotten by the word of

truth."
'

*
. \- ^

Bdft-to the heathen convert, so newly7
-^.

7 - /

enlightened, the Holy Scriptures are abso-

lutely necessary-T-"io build- him up upon
his most holy faith," and to show the

foundation of his faith to others.

Among other collat'eral advantages -

arising out of these translations, it may be

observed, that they will fix and enrich the

languages of India, since- each word here
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a recognised meaning, .and many1

;
-Vare ^'transplanted : from the Sungs

krit,/and thus vlirought , into familiar . use..

To embody thus into a :dialect ,all tKe

\vor^which cjihyey the peculiar proper-
ties of

>ph|is^|i:h- truth, is surely .enriching
it to a dQg|$e beyond all calculation.

x:From hence it appears, that Christianity
never could have taken deep root in India,

except the Christian missionary had pre-

pared and ;exhibited the Holy Records.* "&''**' ^^

Whether my honoured colleague, : Dr^

Garey, had in his mind all these reasons.
in favour of the work of translation.befo.re

he went to India, I know not ; but in tjie
formation of 'his mirid for; such a work-rrdii

"

his power and habits of applicationr^-i|r
the enterprise of his 'Character, and the

large ^measure of that ; faith -which ^ees

^things that are not as though they were 1

,"

we behqld a remarkable interpositipa of
Divine Providence. It is probable,! that
his^ firs,t aritieipations were, that,he. might
live to translate the ;<|ivine word into -the

laiiguage of Benegal : by one of, his first

letters' from thence, it appears, that his

hopes-were confined to this degree of pro-

gress. 'And if he ivad given the word of
God to these twelve- millions of pe6plevon-

t who- had- never before 'Seen it, a^d to
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all the generations of their descendants^*
he would have been the instrument of do-

ing a good which it falls to the happy lot

of few men to be able to accomplish.
He wrote the five octavo volumes in

which the Bengalee Bible is comprised,
with his own hand, and was proceeding in

the same unwearied course with the

Sungskrit, till a pain in his side reminded

him, that his pundit could do this part of

the labour equally well with himself.

After commencing the Bengalee, Dr.

Garey was appointed one of the professors
in the college of Fort William; and, as

some learned Hindoos and Mahometans
soon received appointments in this college,
it attracted the attention of the qualified
natives in every part of the empire. It

was not long, therefore, after the Sungskrit
New Testament had proceeded through
the press, before learned Hindoos from va-

rious parts began to arrive at Calcutta^

soliciting situations in this 'college. Mrit-

yoonjoy, who assisted Dr. Carey in his

Sungskrit translations, was the head pun-
dit in this college, and all these interesting

strangers necessarily applied to himj and
were in consequence . introduced to the

Doctor, who here saw all India pouring her

literary treasures at his feet.- As but few



*f these pundits could be employed in the

College, they were glad to accept ot

employment at Serampore: the Sungskrit
New Testament was therefore put into.,

their 5 hands, as the standard work, and
they were directed to give a version of
this New Testament in their own vernacu-

lar tongues. The number of these native

translators, when the Marquis "and Mar-
Qhiohess of Hastings, and the Lore! Bishop
of Calcutta and his Lady, honoured the

missionaries at Serampore with a visit,

amounted to more than thirty. It was a
most interesting spectacle, to see all these

learned men, employed 'in such a work,
and Coining from almost every province of

this immense continent, rise up to receive

this distinguished Nobleman and the Mar-
chioness, and the learned Bishop arid his

Lady. I have often wished, that I could
have seen an engraving of this scene j con-

taining real likenesses of the persons^ but

that, perhaps, was impossible to be .real-

ized in a country so distant from Britain.

The , Sungskrit. This version can be
read and understood all over India. And
by it the Bible will become a work fami-

liarly known in India, and will operate ex-

tensively to enlighten it, very many years
burlier than if there had not existed tkrs
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language, which may be called the Lathi
of the East. From the Sungskrit almost
all the dialects of India have been derived ;

and therefore, under the superintendence of

the English^translators, every word passing
their most careful scrutiny, the tranfusibn,

by learned natives, of the Sungskrit ver-

sion into all these dialects, became a
work by no means insurmountable. But

hereby the work of many centuries will be

accomplished in less than fifty years.
The Bengalee. This version was the

first completed at press. Four large edi-

tions of the New Testament -have been

printed; and many thousands of single

gospels. A version of the whole Bible, in

one volume, octavo, has been Jbegun upon
small type.

The Mahratta. This is a very extensive

language, but varies in different districts.
'

The Hindce is derived from the Sungs-
krit, and is completely different from the

Hindpost'hanee.
Tfie Qoriya is the language of the pro-

vince of Orissa, where the temple of Ju-

gunnat'h is found. The population may
be equal to that of the principality of
Wales.

In these five languages the whole Bible

has proceeded through the press. Ancfe
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this I conjecture must now be the case
with the Punjabee also, the language
spoken by the Sikhs.

^The historical books was the only part
of the Chinese Bible not printed, when I

*

received my last letter from Serampore,
dated in August last; and a good portion
of tl\ese is, I hope, now finished. This
vast undertaking, which will receive- here-

after a marked notice, as one of the most

distinguished objects accomplished in our

days, may now be considered as complet-
ed; and my honoured colleague, Dr.

Marshman, will, I am persuaded, be duly
impressed with this mark of the goodness
of God towards him, that he should have
been honoured with this service to the

church, and that he should have been car-

ried through the immense labour which it

required. Nor let the friends of transla-

tions regret that Dr. Morrison was also in-

duced to engage in the same work. It is

a most happy circumstance that, there .

should be two distinct translators of so

great a work as the Chinese Bible. -Every
first version oyf such a book as the Bible,
in any language, will require in future edi-

tions, many improvements, and all the aids

possible to carry these versions to perfec-
If this reasoning appty to versions
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in easy dialects, how much more to the

Chinese I

The New Testament in the Pushtoo,
the language of Afghanistan, where sopie

suppose' a part of the ten tribes will 'be

found in the Kunkun the Assam-r^the

Tetinga-r-the Kurnata and the Gujuratee,
had issued from the press before.the*cipse
of the year 1819; and at ,.that period
twelve more New Testaments, in twelve.

ether languages, were in the press.
And thus, in twenty-five of the lan-

guages of India, either in whole or in part,
the holy scriptures have bee* already

printed by us, in none of which languages
had they ever before appeared,

In Bengal, where the scriptures have
been most read, a considerable portion of

knowledge on Christian subjects is found,
and much respect for the Bible manifest-

ed. "It is also a pleasing consideration,
that from the perusal of the New Testa-
ment alone several very interesting con-
versions have taken place: a number of

years ago, I left a New Testament at Ran\-
krishnu-poor, after preachingsin the market-

place. . From the perusal of this book is

to be traced the conversion of Sebukmnt,
now an excellent and successful preacher*
of Krishnu-das, who died happily m his
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work as a bold and zealous preacher; of

Jugunnat'h, and one or two other indi-

viduals. Mr. Chamberlain, some years

ago, left a New Testament in a village ;

and by reading this book, a very respect-
able young man of the writer cast, Tara-

chund, and his brother, Mut'hoor, em-
braced the gospel. Of the first, some no-
tice is taken in the preceding letter, and
the latter is employed as Persian interpret-
er in the Dutch court of justice at Chin-
surah. v

I have seen the New Testament lying

by the sick bed of the Christian Hindoo,
as his best companion; and the truths it

contains have been the comfort of the af-

flicted, and the sources of strong consola-

tion and firm hope in death to many a.

dying Hindoo. Oh ! forget us not.

Ever faithfully yours,
W. WARD,
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LETTER XI7;

To the REV. LOJCIUS/BOLLES, Salem.
"

The Hercules, at sea, April 10, 1821.

MY DEAR BROTHER,

Among the means adopted by the mis-

-sionaries in India for the spread of the gos-

pel, schools have been for some time in ope-

ration, and are deservedly popular., And
yet I have sometimes suspected, that the

great preference frequently given to this

order of means has arisen from the want
of a more firm belief in the certainty of

obtaining those influences by which the

gospel is "the power of God" When we
hear persons say, 'Schools are the only
means by which Christianity can obtain a

footing in India,' this unbelief is too ap-

parent.

Still, as a mean equally dependent
with preaching upon the divine blessing to

India, schools bear immense promise. This
will be manifest, if we look at the mental
and moral circumstances of youth in that

(jouniry.
The period of childhood and youth is;

eerally tjie seed-time for eternity,-^Like
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the passive earth, young persons receive

the seed sown in their minds, whether good,

or evil, without scrutiny ; and are generally
the subjects in riper years, and to the close

of life, of the strong impressions made up-
on them, by the persons, the objects, the

conversation, the books, and the scenerj.
with which they were familiar when ttifi

mind was tender and open.
If these remarks be .just, as applied to

mankind in general, they must be peculiar-

ly applicable to Asiatic youths living in a.

fervid climate, and in a country in which

every visible object bears the mark's of an
idolatrous consecration : the Hindoo youth
never opens his eyes, never reads a book,
without having brought before him either

heathen templeSv idols, priests, offerings,

shastrus, beads, utensils for heathen wor-

ship, the peculiar badge of the bramhuns,
the Ganges, bathers, the ceremonies for the

dying, men in the act of adoration before

the river, the idols, the bramhuns. pilgrims,
various orders of religious mendicants, the

offerings to the dead, or some other appen-
dage to this splendid system of supersti-
tion. He receives a positive systematic
initiation into all the ceremonies which be-

long to his tribe. He is taught to culti-

vate the profoundest homage towards the.
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sacred books, the bramhunsr his spiritual

guideyyyl tpwards the images of the gods.
The gfeater part of the conversation he
hears refers to the fables of the gods, the

power of the bramhuns, the austerities of

the jogees, the splendour of the idolatrous

festivals, the ceremonials and vast expens-
es incurred in presenting the offerings for

the dead, &c. His youthful feelings be-

come warmed into enthusiasm when a
spectator of the public festivals, at the

sight of the vast masses and columns of

men, women, and children, leaving the de-

rpopulated villages and towns, and press-

ing breathless towards the temple: when
he hears the songs and music; while he
witnesses the dances; while he gazes at

the dazzling image, and beholds the crowd
in prostrate homage before the god. And
all these impressions are brought to bear

upon-hhn with a kind of irresistible force,
when he refers to the antiquity of these in-

stitutions, and to their reception by one
hundred millions of his countrymen; when
he sees a religious mendicant making mil-

lions of prostrations to a celebrated idol,
in which he measures the whole distance

(several hundred miles perhaps) by the

lengths of his own body, from the place from

which he starts to the temple of this

S"
'
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pr a cfisciple in the act of prostration be-

fore his spiritual guide, or when he sees an
ascetic with his right arm erect, stiffened,

and;withered, or surrounded with four- fires,

or deliberately sinking himself in the Gan-

ges_ to rise no more ; or when he sees a
widow calmly, triumphantly embracing the;

flames of the funeral pile.

Such is the initiation of .the Hindoo

youth into the idolatrous institutions of his

country. Of course this description in-

ludes the absence of all real cultivation

of his powers,- of every book, and every
person,: and every thing, that can elevate

within him the standard of thought, or lead

ibim> to weigh and to reflect upon the
: sys-

tem by which the_Kwhole, oyiis character

here is about to be formedyahd the whole
f his condition hereafter to be regulated.
In such a state of society, embracing

millions of children and youth, who does

not perceive the immeasurable importance
of education? .

Deeply aifected by this necessity, the

.missionaries at Serampore, at an early pe-
riod of the mission, directed their atten-

tion to native schools. The difficulties ia

their way, presented by the suspicions and

prejudices of- trie natives, were. at first very

great; but are nowpeiMOved to a coasiderf
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able extent; and when I left home, more
than two years ago, there were, in the

schools connected with Serampore alone,

eight thousand heathen children; and three

annual reports of the progress of these

schools have been published.
A complete system, jcomprising the per-

manent features of the plan of mutual edu-

cation, has been prepared in the Bengalee
and the Hindoost'hanee languages and a

large stock of school-books and tables, &e.

in these languges,is regularly kept in the de-

pository at Serampore.
The deficiency of the pecuniary means

to meet the circumstances of the children

even in a very small part of the proyinipe
of Bengal alone, has le.d to an improve-
ment of the plan, by which the parents
now bear the expense of giving the first

rudiments to their children. As soon as

they can read, the missionaries take them

up, and impart to them those higher in-

structions by which their minds may be

enlarged, and they may become thinking

beings. This improvement has met with
the decided approbation of the friends of

education in Bengal, and promises to give
the means of instruction to a much larger
number of heathen children".

'

The great object of these schools is to

supply the children with the elements of
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knowledge in history, astronomy, geogra-

phy, natural history, &c. which is done by
means of what ar6~ called scientific copy-
books. Each copy contains (in two, three,

or four lines) some popular facts in 'refer-
'

ence these subjects. Reading and writing-

are thus secured; and, by having the co-

pies committed to memory, which is an es-

sential part of the plan, the mind becomes
stored with knowledge well calculated to

prepare it for the rejection of a system of

polytheism, at war with every principle of

reason, and every part of divine revela-

tion. Passages of scripture suited to meet
the particular errors of the Hindoo system
make a part of these copies.
The effects of .these schools in emanci-

pating the youthful mind, may be rather

distant ; but they are infallibly sure. It is

a singular fact, respecting the converts

among us who have apostatized into open
sin, that not more than one or tw

;p appear
to have gone back to idolatry; they seem
to have lost the power of lifting up the.

hand again to the idol. In Ram-Mohun-
Roy, of Calcutta, we have another proof,
that the knowledge of European science
and the practice of idolatry are incompati-
ble. This bramhun has written against
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polytheism, and yet he is by no means-
a;

Christian.

The Hindoo youth are of very quick
Capacity, and are _capable of the most ex-

tensive improvement* Already many of

their prejudices and fears are removed;
they are brought nearer to Europeans ;

they become familiar with the printed char-

acter. The new objects brought before

them in these school-books begin to excite

their astonishment, and they carry their

books home when finished, where their

friends and neighbours may read them!

What a delightful field is here opened
to the Christian missionary! What a har*

vest in days to come!

May you, my dear^ brother, in your
own congregation, see >niany3of theyming
brought by divine grace to love and obey
the Saviour, and see both your sons called,

gifted, and made abundantly useful, in

some department of that work which brings
men and God, earth and heaven, together*

Eyer, indeed yours,
W,
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LETTER XV.

To' J. DOUGLASSJ Esq. of Cavers,

The Hercules) at sea, April 11, 1821.

DEAR
WHATEVER may be the extent of- that mo*

i*al revolution which has been accomplish-
ed in Britain and America during- the last

twenty years, a Christian change still

greater has certainly taken place in Bri-

tish India, during the same period.
It was an eccentric action^ but, in the

spiritual state of the Europeans
t

in India

at that time, it became a striking admo-
nition: Mr. Thomas, (perhaps in 1793) in

one of the Calcutta papers, advertised

for a Christian. It had, for some time

previous to the appearance of this adver-

tisement, become a .jocose remark, that

fevery European, on his way to India, al-

ways left his religion at the Cape of Good
Hope. And, indeed, I fear it was true of

many, on landing in India, that they were

really glad to find themselves surrounded
no longer with Bibles, with Christian places
of worship, and with devoted Christians.

infidelity and her attendant vices found

14
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liere a midnight So complete, a darkness
"so free from the intrusion of the unwelcome
beams of the Sun of Righteousness, that

-they considered themselves as fairly ar-

rived at home. Amongst all the Euro-

peans at Calcutta, at the time Mr. Tho-
mas advertised, not more than three or

four persons could be found who could be

persuaded to meet together for social pray-

er, and the whole country around them:

was one continued interminable moral de-

sert.

Such was the state of India, even in

reference to its Christian inhabitants, say,
.in the year 1794. What is its state at

present?
1. The government is decidedly friend-,

ly to the mental and moral improvement
of the natives, especially the Bengal go-

vernment, under the administration of the

Marquis of Hastings, a nobleman whose
name will be dear to christianized India in

ages to come.
2. Amongst the Europeans in India, a

great moral change, and many real con-

versions have taken place. Not less thai!

six Christian societies in connexion with
our own mission, existed some time ago,

among the British soldiers in different re-
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"3. The European gentlemen wholly sup-
port four branches of what is called the

Benevolent Institution, for the education of

the children of indigent nominal Christians,
at Serampore, Calcutta, Dhacca, and Chit-

tagong, contributing annually for this pur-

pose 13,000 rupees. Our native schools
are also almost supported by them; as

well as the Calcutta Auxiliary 'Bible So-

ciety, the School and School Book soci-

eties, &c.

4. The Holy Scriptures, in whole or hi

part, have been translated and printed in

the Sungskrit, the Chinese, the Persian, the

Hindoost'hariee, the Kmdee, the Briij-

bhasa, the Bengalee, the Mahratta, the

Telinga, the Gujuratee, the Shikh, the

Kunkun, the Kurnata, the Malayalim, the

Ooriya, the Assam, and .the Burman lan-

guages, in none of which had they ever be-

fore appeared. Improved versions have
also been published of the Cingalese, the

Malay, and the Armenian scriptures.

5. The Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Socie-

ty, and all the societies hereafter men-

tioned, have all arisen within less than

twenty years. This society-has published
several important versions offthe Scriptures^
in tKe Asiatic languages, and .is aecoror
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jpilishing, with similar institutions in India,

Christian services of vast promise.
6. Auxiliary Bible Societies exist at

-Madras, Bombay, Columbia, Soomatra, Ma-
lacca, the Isle of France, Penang, Batavia,

Amboyna, &c.

7. The School-Book Society is a ispble,

institution, commenced at the suggestion
of-the Marchioness of Hastings, the object
f which is to give popular English works

to schools, and to the natives in their own
languages.

8. The School Society, for the extension
-of. schools among the natives, is also be-

coming very highly useful.

9. Two Missionary Societies have been
formed at Calcutta, and some funds are

raised in India for their support.
10. The Missionary stations-: are now

seen stretching from Calcutta to Delhi, and
from the southern extremity of India to

Surat. The greater-number of die islands

of the Indian ocean contain missionaries;

Ceylon has a large number. Several Bur-
mans have recently embraced the Christian

faith.

11. More than a thousand adults have
^een baptized in our missions alone,, t;he

greater part of them formerly pagans,'&

12. At one or other -of the different
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missionary stations scattered over the

country, a number of converted heathens

are added to the Christian church every
month.

13. A number of bra-nthuns, and of con*

verted heathens of lower rank, have be*
come preachers of the gospel.

14. Not less than 20,000 heathen chil-

dren, I presume, are now under .instruction

in Mia; and the system of education is

so consolidated, that nothing but funds are

wanting to extend these native schools all

Over the country.
*

1 !5. The unconverted heathens them*
Selves begin to feel an interest in the work
of illuminating India.

16. Almost the whole of this progress
refers to the presidency of Bengal. But
to this must be added all that has been,

established under the presidencies of Ma*
dras and Bombay, and on the islands.

17. Arid lastly, the Serampore Missiona-
ries have founded a Native Missionary

college at that place. The very idea of

a Christian college in the midst of : dark
India, unless commenced in the mere wan-
tonness of religious pride, holds forth ail-

idea of Missionary progress which is most

cheering. But this college has already, in

mostly descended from converted
14*-
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natives, more than forty students in

skrit. And candidates for the christiaii

ministry will not be wanting, for we have,
even now, fifty native preachers at their

posts. The heathen youth also, from ma-
ny parts of India, are beginning to flock to

this institution to receive, while support-

ing themselves, all the benefits of a scien-

tific nature which it can impart to them.
This institution, if under the divine bless*

ing, will become a mighty good to India.

It belongs to a system upon which we have
been attempting to act for a number of

years; that is, to make India evangelize
itself and all the surrounding regions. As
a part of this system, we have carefully
avoided every thing which might Angilicise
the converts. We have made no changes
in their dress, their names, their .food, their

language, or their domestic habits. Krish-

nu, who was baptized more than twenty
years ago, appears among his countrymen
as much a Hindoo as ever, those things

contrary to Christianity excepted. If we
had given the converts English names, and
the English dress and appearance, the

idolaters would have triumphed; for every
<such convert would have been ^ man on a;

gibbet-post, hung up to warn others not to
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permit themselves to fall into the hands of

the English. .

And thus, in this college, also, all that is

good in Hindoo science, will be retained;
native professors for the Eastern languages

appointed, and European science engraft-
ed upon the talents, the acquirements, and
the energies of the natives.

I hope, dear Sir, if my life be spared, to

send you accounts frequently of the pro-

gress of this institution. Ten thousand
thanks for your noble donation. "Ye maur>
iia foget us."

Permit me to remain,
"*' '

Dear Sir,

most obedie.nt and obliged
humble servant,
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LETTER XVI;

'To JOSEPH -BUTTERWORTH, Esq. M. f*

London.

The Hercules, at sea, April 12, 1821;

BEAR SIR,

I HAVE been much gratified in my visit

tcfc America to find, that the Methodists
have contributed so largely to make the

wilderness "rejoice and blossom as the

rose." In passing through Maryland 1

found that, in that state, the Methodists
are so numerous and so respectable, that

they influence the acts of the legislature-,

and that a Law has lately passed prohibit-

ing horse-races, the sale of ardent spirits,

&c. except at such a distance from the

camp-meetings of this people. You will,

I dare say, give me credit, when I profess

my sincere joy at this success. As for

sects, "a breath may make them, as a
breath hath made ;" there is much trash

cleaving to us -

all but when I see Him
whose right, it is to reign, and whose domin*
ion is over mind, going forth conquering
and to conquer, I must and will rejoice.

I am more than ever anxious, my dear
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Sir, to know no man after his sect, to know
no man as an independent, an episcopalian,
a presbytenan, a methodist, or a baptist.
I would say to every one who wears the

image of Christ, and who contributes to

the improvement of the spiritual desert

which surrounds him, and of no one else,

the "same is my brother, and my sister,

and mother." What a sad thing, Sir, that?

while our Lord Jesus Christ loves his peo-
ple because they bear his image, the cause
of our attachment should be, that they be-

long to us. -I am told that some episcopa-
lians have offered the following apology
for not engaging in foreign missions : It is

unnecessary for us to spend our strength
in this work ; all must come to us at last.

I hear another say, I pray for the success
of those who are ordained by "the laying
on of the hands of the presbytery."- A
methodist is to apt to conclude, that al-

most all the energy of piety in the world is

in his connexion. Another sect finds every
body of professing Christians so corrupt,
that they cannot give aid to any of them.
The baptist, as he walks through a town,
points to the churches and chapels, and

says to his friend, "All these are to become
baptist meeting-houses: Jesus Christ and
his apostles were all baptis%" Now,, we
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see at present the kingdom of Christ given
to none of these exclusively; and all will

be disappointed; and yet not one atom of

truth will be lost; not one atom of error

will be spared. The world is not to be

conquered by' our favourite sentiments,
but by the spirit or mind of Jesus Christ in

.us; "the kingdom is to be- given to the

saints of the Most High." The eyes of

the Saviour, in looking down upon the

earth, are fixed upon his own image -"to

this man will I look;" while the sect, sur-

rounded by their mud wall
?
are sitting and

watching for the shekinah to fall upon
their favourite sentiments. Let us con-

scientiously profess our opinions; but let

us love the man of our own sect but little,

who possesses but little of the image of

Christ; while we love him in whom we
see much of Christ, though some of his

opinions are the very opposite of our own,
let us love him exceedingly; and then we
"shall know that we are passed from death
unto life," and then collisions and sectari-

an quarrels will cease. If I am enabled
thus to love all the family

uwhose names
are written in heaven," I have a property
in all; I have fellowship with all; the

gifts of all are mine; the spirituality of all

is mine: the success of all, at home
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abroad, is mine: "My father wrought it

all." I am persuaded, my dear Sir, that

you think with, me that this is Christian

charity. The world is to be conquered
neither by argument, nor by popular
talents, but by CHRIST (the Christ on Cal-

vary) IN us by the energy of piety, of

Christian philanthropy, that pities, that

weeps, that plunges into the thickest dan-

ger for the rescue of the sinking. Does
any seel wish to engross to itself the work
of renovating the world, the on-ly way is to

engross allthe vital godliness in the world;
and then it will succeed: the Saviour
"seeketh such to serve him."

I have, however, in these remarks, com-

pletely departed from the design of this let-

ter. I intended to have attempted an il-

lustration, from the change wrought in the
views anrl conduct of a converted heathen,
of the words of the apostle, "If any man be
in Christ he is a new creature: old thing
are passed away. Behold all things are
become new."
The change in the human mind produced

in conversion, is wrought by the applica-
tion of divine trn'h :

The Hindoo, before conversion, has no
other notion of God out what lie rinds iri

the images ke worships, in the fables he
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Abroad, is mine: "My father wrought it
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charity. The world is to be conquered
neither by argument, - nor by popular
talents, but by CHRIST (the Christ on Cal-

vary) IN us by the energy of piety, of

Christian philanthropy, that pities, that

weeps, that plunges'into the thickest dan-5-

ger for the rescue of the sinking. Does
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of renovating the world, the ori-ly way is to
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and then it will succeed: the Saviour
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ter. I intended to have attempted an il-

lustration, from the change wrought in the
views and conduct of a converted heathen,
of the words of the apostle, "Ifany man be-
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he hears, and in the forms of idol worship;
And these images, fables, and forms, brings
before him nothing, on this great subject,
but materiality, weakness, impurity, cru-

elty, and sensuality: a log, a lewd or cruel

.story, a mess of food. Except these, the

iiiind is absolutely destitute, in reference

to God, of all other associations. What
then must be the surprise, tlie profound
awe, the humble reverence, the sacred joy,

supposing him capable of receiving at

once, the whole impressions of this vast

subject, which the Hindoo convert feels

when he receives his first" conceptions of

God as a spiritual, an almighty, an all-

pervading, a holy, and an eternal Being?
Must not this be "marvellous light?" His

worship before was addressed to a visible

object; now to the invisible Jehovah. Be-
fore it was all ceremonial ; it is now prin-

cipally spiritual. Formerly all the acts of

worship he performed were as cold as the

clay he worshipped; but now all his pow-
ers are moved, and he has "communion
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus

Christ." "If any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature." I have never seen the

idolaters in India more serious, than when,
in the public street or market-place, they
have heard one of the native converts
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gage in prayer. I could see written on

their countenances, the surprise which said, (

"What is this ?"

Sebukram, one of our most eloquent and
tiseful native preachers, before his conver-

sion, was a ringleader among those who
sing impure songs in the temples. See hinl

now leading those services in the Christian

temple, by which his own heart, and the

hearts of those who hear him, become

melted, elevated, purified. See him, while
the tears and the perspiration are rolling
down his cheeks in a torrent, leading the

praises of the deeply affected communi-

cants, and hear them sing the hymn in the

Bengalee, the chorus of which is, "He
who, giving his own life, redeemed sinners,
O my soul, forget him not -;" and then avoid

thinking, if you can, of the words of the

apostle, "Behold! all things are become
new."

Here is a poor idolater, bathing in the

Ganges. He has bathed thousands of

times, and has said, Gungai snan kurile

paap jai; that is, "In the Ganges bathing,
Sin is removed." But the load was never

yet removed from his conscience: he ne-

ver found peace with God. See this

same man coming to the fountain opened
for sin and uncleanness, or listening to the .

15



THE CHRISTIAN TRANSFORMATION

transporting declaration, "the blood of

Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth from all sin."

What peace! What joy! Many and ma-
ay a time has he gone (wringing his cloth

over his feet to wash them as he came up
out of the water, John xiii. 16) back to his

house shivering with cold
;
no beam of

hope in his countenance ; no fountain open-
ed in his heart; but now he "tastes that

the Lord is gracious," and has joy and

peace in believing.
Before his conversion he was directed

to a plan of fearful austerities, as the

means of annihilating his passions. Ke
was told to renounce his family, to live in

a forest, to make a vow of perpetual si-

lence, to environ himself with four scorch-

ing fires, and to carry on these austerities

till all conscious union between spirit and
matter was dissolved, and he became fitted

for absorption into the divine essence.

Mow cheering to such a sufferer is the'

scripture doctrine of sanetification, and

preparation, by purifying influences, for

the presence of God! -How fearful and
ruinous the heathen mode of purification!
How consoling, how certain this! "He
that drinketh of the water that I shall

give hirg, shall never thirst j but the water-
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that I shall give him shall be in him a well

of water springing up into eternal life."

In this state of heathenism, he referred

his afflictions to chance, to fate, to the

caprice and anger of the gods, or the

spells of some enemy, or he considered
them as the consequences of the sins of his

past birth. He cursed his fate and his.

enemies; he reviled the gods; and when
he looked back at the past birth, he mur-
mured at his destiny. Now, under the in-

fluence of divine truth, he takes his afflic-

tions as the fruits of his sin, and humbles

himself; but he sees in all the hand of a

Father, and he says, "It is the Lord let

him do as seemeth him good/' What a
contrast between the heathen and the

Christian sufferer I

The Hindoo is brought to die by the
side of the Ganges. As he lies there, he
utters his sorrows in" some such words as
these: "Where am I now going? Into

what reptile form'? If I lose the human
form, I must pass through sixty millions of

births among the brute animals, before I

can become even a man again. When .

where will these transmigrations termi-
nate ? O Gunga, (the Ganges) do thou re-

ceive me. ORam! ONarayun! O Muha-
"clev! Have mercy on me," -Let us now"
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look at a converted heathen in his dying
moments: He says, (and thousands, yea,
ten thousand times ten thousand dying
Christians have said it,) "Though I walk

through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil." Let it be Pitumbur-

sing, a converted Hindoo, who said, as he
entered this valleyj 'Now I realize the be-

nediction of the apostle, "The grace of

our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be
with yon."

' What a change here from
heathenism ; here, where the systems come
to their ordeal! "Behold all things are be-

come new."
What "unsearchable riches" are here!

--Who can estimate the hopes, the joys, the

peace, the resignation, the transformation,
the beatific prospects, of such a convert!

God, instead of a log of wood ! Support-
ing, delightful, and transforming worship,
for abominable orgies! The "blood of

atonement, for the waters of a river! The
purifying influences of the Holy Spirit, for

the most cruel and senseless austerities!.
A calm and sweet affiance in the wisdom
and benevolence of the divine government,
instead of stupor, frenzy, and murmuringsl
The calm and triumphant prospects of
life and immortality, instead of distraction
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and the hopeless prospect of interminable

transmigrations.
But the destiny too is changed. This

transformation is but the prelude to eternal

life. See the poor stupid Hindoo, with
his bleeding sides, his pierced tongue*
the scars in his back, his arm erect and
withered, or lying on a bed of spikes, in

the agonies of death, and hear-hlni shriek,
"Into what brutal form am 1 about to en-

ter? Or into what place of torment am I

to be plunged?" And then look at the

dying Christian, and hear him say^ in all

the blessedness of believing expecta-
tion; "Henceforth there is laid up for me,
a crown of righteousness."
.What a proof is this, my dear Sir, that

"we have not followed cunningly devised;
fables!" "The voice that calls the dead
to life, must be almighty and divine."

Accept of the heart, of the hand, of, N

My dear Sir,

With much truth,

Your very obliged friend and servant,
W. WARD,

'

- 14*-
"

'
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LETTER XVIL

To Mrs. FULLER, Kettering.

The Hercules, at sea, April. 13, 1821,'

MY DEAR FRIEND,
"

.

>

THE removal of the persons so dear i&

you, and so highly, so deservedly respept-
ed in the church of Christ, before niy re-

turn to England, was a great diminution

of my pleasure. England itself seemed to

have become poorer by his death. I

might have said Britain, for I found his

name cherished in Scotland with a wamtli

equally credible to the Scotch and to his

memory. It was a kind of jubilee... in

Scotland, said a lady to me, when Mr. Ful-
ler came down. I am just returned from

America, and there his writings have procur-
ed for him a respect which, to my feelings^
was very gratifying indeed: he. was
spoken of by persons out of the denomina-
tion as the greatest divine of the' age in

which he lived.

On almost every subject of divinity, our
frien 1 seemed to be at home; but when
the extension of the kingdom of Christ

the subject, he was evidently raised.
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to .F
:
.t in heavenly places in Christ Jesus/

It is to this subject that I propose to de-

vote this letter.

One of the most common titles given tt>

on r Lord Jesus Christ in scripture, is that

of King. Yea, he is "King of kings, and
Lord of lords," and his kingdom is said to

be an ''everlasting kingdom." Nor is this

right of sovereignty and government pure-

ly arbitrary; his subjects are his creatYires;

their powers are his gift; the principles of
his government are divine and unchangea-
ble; and the happiness of his subjects is

inseparably connected with his govern-
ment.

But all mankind, as by one consent, have
renounced their allegiance, and are be--

come rebels; and continue in this state of

rebellion, whether scattered or found ia

associated bodies. In their combined state

they appear before us as three mighty pow-
ers marshalled under the prince of dark-

ness, having for their subordinate leaders
^the Roman pontiff, Mahomet, and all the

gods of the heathen.
In his resurrection from the dead, the^

King immortal conquered death, and h :m
that had the power of death, that is, the

prince of darkness. And, after ascending
on high, he- sat down at the right hand of
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God, from henceforth expecting till his ene*

mies be made his footstool;, and till he be^

come, according to his right, the God ofthe
\y,hole earth.

Nothing can be mor% desirable to man,
to man if alone in the universe ; to man in

his domestic and social capacity; to him
as an animal or as a spiritual being, than
the reign of Christ. In its sufferings under
the reign of sin, "all creation travails,

groans, and bids him come." Who that

knows the blessedness of the salvation

which is in Christ Jesus-^-the worth of the

immortal soul, but feels every other sub-

ject of anxiety swallowed up in this, "Let

thy kingdom come?"
If thus desirable the universal dominion

of the Saviour, it is a cheering considera-

tion, that there is nothing in the state of

ftian,-nothing in the nature of this kingdom,
according to the descriptions of the Bible,
which forbids us to expect that the king-
doms 'of this world shall become the king-
doms of our Lord and of his Christ, who
shall reign for ever .and ever. : It is the,

progress of light, and the darknes flies 'be-

fore it. It is a kingdom of happiness, and
all nations will flow into it, and "call him.

blessed."
'

Fu.rther, it is not 6nly desirable?
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full provision has been made for this uni-

versal conquest. According to the ever-

lasting covenant, the Father says to Christ,,

"Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heath-

en for thine inheritance, and the uttermost

parts of the earth for thy possession'."

Christ, by his death, made provision, that

that the gospel should ultimately bless the

whole earth: "He is the propitiation for

our sins, (for those already called,) and not

for ours only, but for the sins of the whole
world." The influences of the Holy Spirit
are such, that three thousand, or a world,

may be brought under their saving effects

in a very short period. And to this state

of things the Holy Scriptures absolutely
lead our contemplations: "These! whence
came they?" "A nation shall be born in

a day." "They shall beat their swords in-

to ploughshares, and learn war no more."

"Then shall the earth yield her increase,
and all the ends of earth shall fear him."

"The. glory of the Lord shall be reveal-

ed, and all flesh shall see it together; for

the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."

But still further, it is not only possible;
there is not only a provision made, that our
Lord Jesus Christ may be for salvation to

the ends of the earth, "He MUST increa-.-e"

-~-"H.(B MUST reign till he hath put all ene-
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are such, that three thousand, or a world,
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came they?" :"A nation shall be born in

a day." "They shall beat their swords in-

to ploughshares, and learn war no more.",

"Then shall the earth yield her increase,
and all the ends of earth shall fear him."

"The glory of the Lord shall be reveal-

ed, and all flesh shall see it together; -for

th& mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."
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mies under his feet." It is absolutely ne-

cessary that he should:

1. If Jesus Christ were not thus to ob-

tain universal dominion, then all the an-

cient predictions and promises would fail.

These declarations are so numerous, and
their meaning so clear and distinct, that

we cannot be mistaken in their import,
But if Christ were not to become Lord of

all, then, it appears to me, not only would
all these pledges to the church be forfeited,
but the promise of the Father to Christ

himself would be gone, "I will give thee the

heathen."
2. The character of Christ as the Sa-

viour is here at stake. His honour is

pledged to "bruise the head of the serpent
to destroy the works- of the devil- to ex-

tend his dominion from sea to sea, and
from- the river unto the ends of the earth,"

Why is he called the second Adam, unless,

to give us the idea, that he would extend
the blessings of salvation- through the earth

far as the curse is found.

3. If such an extension of the kingdom
of Christ were not accomplished, it ap-
pears to us that the reward promised to

Christ, for his sufferings unto death, would
not be given him: "He shall see of ths
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied-,'*
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Now, it is true, we may not exactly know
what would, on this subject, satisfy the

Redeemer. We do know, that his heart

is made of tenderness, that he is "full of

grace." There is, however, one passage
which seems to be an express intimation of

what Christ would consider as a full re-

ward: "I, if I be lifted up, will draw all

men unto me."
4. The defeat of the enemies of Christ

would not be realized;, if he did not thus

reign over all; Through the grace of Christ*
he considers the enemies of men as his own
enemies. Now all these must become "his

footstool," must "lick the dust," must be

"put beneath his feet$" and there must
not be a spot of earth left on which they

triumph, otherwise the triumph of the Re-
deemer of men will not be complete.

5. The final triumphs of righteousness
over moral evil, render such an extension of

the kingdom of Christ absolutely necessa-

ry. Let the present be the hour in which
"the angel descends from heaven, and
swears by Him that liveth for ever and ev-

er, that time shall be no longer." What
would be the appearance of things in this

gathering of all nations and all generations
before the judgment-seat of Christ ? Would
iiot Satan then, with the far greater pro-*
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portion of the human race in his train, ge
from. the bar as a conquerer, rather than as

a disappointed, confounded, and degraded
enemy? It has been observed, that it is

probable, that the number of the lost will

bear no more proportion to the number of

the saved, than the number of criminals

who suffer under a well-regulated govern-
ment, bear to the number of virtuous citi-

zens. And perhaps, in consequence of the

long continuance of the universal reign of

Christ, this will be realized, if we place
all that large portion of the human race

which has died in infancy among the sav-

ed. And that these days of universal

grace will be long, may be fairly inferred,
I think, from these passages: "He shall see

his seedhe shall prolong his days the

pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his

hands." "As the days of a tree shall be
the days of my people, and mine elect shall

long enjoy the work of their hands."
6. Finally, the expectations of the Re-

deemer, and those which he has given to

his people,would all be defeated if the gospel
were not thus to triumph: "and I, if i be

lifted up, will draw all men unto me."
"From henceforth expecting till his enemies
be made his footstool." "Let thy will be

done on earth, as it is done in heaven.*?
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Christians may be disappointed when they

pray without authority, but they cannot be

in those petitions which the Redeemer, the

Intercessor himself, has framed for them.

And see, my dear friend ! Let us look

at the gilded horizon, at the refreshing

scenery around us. What inroads has the

King of kings made, within the last half

century, on the territories of all his ene-

mies ! Has not every change, every new
discovery, every improvement, of our own
times, some clear and distinct reference ta

the progress of the gospel ?

How man/; strong holds of antichrist

have been taken! What mighty chaages!
What a prodigious apparatus is in motion,
even in the territories of the beast, in the

distribution of the divine- word, in schoojs
* re.

throughout France, Spain, Portugal, and
even Italy, and in the exertions of the

Luthers in the catholic church of Grerma-'

-i;y ! Where is
1 now the power of the beast

- where those terrors that shook Europe to

its centre, and brought kings and nations

suppliants at the feet of the monster? No
cannons roar, ,no~~armies make the direct

attack, and yet the towers totter, and the

impregnable fortress crumbles' and falls

under an invisible hand!
What a flight put to the power of the

16
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alien, the grand impastef ! How sunk in

Turkeyhow humbled in Africa how
completely prostrate in India: there the

Grand Mogul, and many Mahometan king-
doms have been given to a Christian state.

The Holy Scriptures have been prepared
in the Arabic, the Turkish, the Persian,
the Malay, the Hindoostlianee, and other

languages spoken by these people. Mis-
sions have commenced in various Ma*
hometan countries, and a number, of the

slaves of the imposter have been emanci-

pated, and have become blessed in the

Redeemer.
In the pagan world, the conquests of

Christ have been still more extensively

spread. Look at what has been done for

Imjia, for China, for Africa, for the South

Seas, &c. &c. And see the gates of brass

In South America fly open. Is it not a
Snost astonishing exhibition of the power
of the Holy Spirit, operating on the minds
of the whole heathen world at once, when
we see the people at Otaheite and Owyhee s.

headed by their kings, unitedly casting
their idols into the fire -and those in New1

Zealand, in Madagascar, in South Africa,
in India, and in North America, soliciting
instruction for themselves or their children.
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at the same moment? In these countries,

we see the people preparing to "cast thek
idols to the moles and to the bats," and to

say, "Thou art our portion, O Lord."

In all this progress, what difficulties

have been removed what ground prepar-
ed what an army in array what re-

sources provided what auxiliaries in the

prayers of the saints! All, in fact, -rapid-

ly tends to the grand consummation. "The
Lord whom we seek will suddenly come to

his temple," and, amidst the hallelujahs of

a saved world, he will be crowned Lord of

all

"One song employs all nations; and all cry,
1

Worthy the Lamb, for he was slain for us.'

The dwellers in the rales and on the rocks
Shout to each other; and the mountain tops
From distant mountains catch the flying joy;
Till nation after nation taught the strain,
Earth rolls the rapturous hosannah round."

What- satisfaction, my dear friend, that
he who has been taken from you was per-
mitted and assisted to contribute, to so

happy a degree, in promoting the exten-
sion, and final* triumph of this glorious

kingdom. What an honour was your union
to so good, se great a man; and how ma-
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ny circumstances are to be found in his

life, to reconcile you to his absence !

Now and then, at least, remember,
My dear Friend,
Your affectionate Brother,

W. WAR0.
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LETTER XVIII.

To a MISSIONARY STUDENT.

The Hercules, at sea, April 14, 1821.

Mr DEAR FRIEND,

You are expecting soon to be united to

an order of men who make an absolutely

necessary part of the Christian church ac-

,cording
; to its .original constitution: I con-

gratulate you. The-plan at presgnt of lo-

calizing a minister for a mere Suriclay ex-

hibitioni, -making no provision whatever for

preaching the gospel to every creature, I

cannot but consider as selfish and vicious.

It is surely the duty of every Christian so-

ciety, to maintain, in the first place, an

evangelist, expressly for preaching to the

unconverted ; and if they cannot maintain
two minister?, they may safely depend,
for the building up of believers, upon those
more retired services which have been
found so truly edifying to pious minds: per-

haps more so than public exhibitions. I

do not say that 'this evangelist should go to

foreign countries: let him be wholly em-

ployed in the town and in his own chapel,jn
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Seeking the lost, in preaching to the

converted: this is his proper work.
Whatever my Christian brethren of differ-

ent denominations may conclude respecting
these conjectures, your work is decided up-
on, and I have only to express my hearty
wishes, that you may "do the work of an

evangelist."
When the ministry of our Lord Jesus

Christ drew near to its close, and he was
about to 6nish his work on earth, it is ob-

servable that he again and again called

the attention of his apostles to the coming
of an another agent, the Holy Spirit, who
was to "convince the world of sin, of

righteousness, and of judgment." Does
not our Lord here mean, He shall, in the

Christian ministry, convince of a state of

sin and ruin; he shall lead to my all-suf-

ficiency, as a, Saviour, since I go to my
Father, ever living to make intercession;
and he shall press upon men the necessity
of an immediate reception of this sal-

vation, by the terrors of a judgment to

come?
As though our Lord had said, in these

last references to the coming of the Spirit
of Truth, "I am now about, by my suffer-

ings and death, to make an end of sin,

"and to bring in everlasting salvation?
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*<But whether, any good' shall arise from

"this, whether one spirt."shall ever be saved

"by.my death} depends upon another agent:
" 'he shall kajke- ofahe things of rnine,

r and

"thereby, give efficaey, in the -bearts^of
"men to my^ passion. : The; :vvhdle hope, of

"men^asUt respects _theCenJQyinliit of'sal-
"
vatibh, must depend therefore on

v
the Ho--

, _
-

. 7 ',.'. ,; .*-",- --;'- -

- " '

"ly Spirit I : commit^ the prpmulgatory
"part of this plan to men, to human hands.

"Still, 1 must remind these agents, that

"they are earthen, vessels ; that Paul will

"bejniothing, Apollos nothing; the increase

"will depend on myself. Without me they
"can do nothing. I will not give the glory,
"nor any part of the glory, of conversion,
"to another. I exclude from all partici-

"pation in the honours of this new cre-

"ation, all human wisdom and eloquence,

"(1 Cor. ii. 6.) all human power. Not by
"might, not by power, but by my Spirit.
"Go ye therefore into all the world teach
"ail nations preach the gospel, and let

"every creature hear it."

Here then, my dear friend, is your com-
mission from the lips of the Redeemer.
How may you best fulfil it?

'

In this commission, you observe, you be-

came associated with Jehovah in the ac-

complishment of his eternal purposes >
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with Calvary and* all the never-termina-

ting good flowing from it,-a.nd with, a divine

energy which is destined to recreate a
worl<3. Oh! who can 'come into so near a
connexion with Deity, and not be^ penetrat-
ed and filled witli awe, aiid, not 'exclaim
with Moses, "O my Lordy send, I pray
thee, by the hand of hin^ whonorthou
shouldest send !" ,Oh ! .What is .this'? To
have one\s existence connected with the

whole of the vast process belonging to

everlasting counsels, to .creation, to pro-

vidence, to* redemption, andftq thiejfinal

and .everlasting results of this stupendous ,

mys.tery -to be engaged iivaccomplishihg
designs of mercy, waiting for the accom-

plishment of which the universal confla-

gration is suspended, the sun permitted to

remain in the heavens, and the stars still

allowed to fulfil their courses; to have
an employment by which I become imme-

diately connected with the interposition
and descent from heaven of a divine per-
son by which I become immediately con-

nected with a design for the recovery of

the honours of the divine government, and
to secure the eternal salvation of imper-
ishable minds; and, finally/by which 1 be-

come associated in a work to accom-

plish which a direct communication is
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opened' between earth arid heaven, in

which there is an immediate interposition
of almighty;power, a constant succession

of spiritual miracles; to be the medium
through which proceeds the power that

quickens the dead, the light that irradiates

the mind, the influences that move and
win the heart; to be one of those instru-

ments by which Jesus Christ is to possess
the kingdoms of this world, and to which,
as instruments, countless myriads are to

trace their rescue from.a ruin which would
never have terminated, and their posses-
sioiv'ofr a blessedness, which, through the

poverty of human language, is called eter-

nal life! Oh! who, who is sufficient for

these things? What manner of being
ought I to be! Well* may such an agent
ask himself, How may I make full proof
of a -ministry which might command the

grasp, the piety, the intercourse with God,
of an angel?

First of all on entering a climate so

different from your own, begin a course of

regimen which may, under G.od. secure

your health and vigour of mind. Rise

ea'rl.y ; at five at least. Use exercise, on
foot or on horseback, every morning with-

out fail till the sun is up. Bathe regularly.
if it be found to refresh you, Use animal
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food, but adhere to a rigid system of com-

parative abstemiousness as it respects solid

food, fruit, wine, &c. Keep the body from all

chills, using flannels, &c. Preserve the

mind from all excessive anxiety. Avoid

exposure to the sun during the day, and to

the damps at night. Renew your exercise

in the evening. With these precautions,
unless there be in your constitution some
fixed tendency to bilious complaints, you
may hope to enjoy a fair share of health.

In the next place, apply seriously and

perseveringly to the acquirement of the*

language in which you are to preach ; and,
until you have mastered its chief difficul-

ties, avoid commencing any other new lan-

guage. To read it will soon be easy; the

construction will present no great difficul-

ties; but the sounds and the accent will

cost you some, pains. In obtaining a lan-

guage intended to be use.d colloquially,
the habit of listening to the natives, and

catching the living sounds and expres-
sions from their lips, is absolutely necessa-

ry ; and this habit being acquired, no dif-

ficulty remains. . Children on this accounts-
are more successful than their parents.
As soon as a few sentences are acquired,

begin to use them; practice will secure

progress.



STUDENTS. 191

When you can understand the natives,
endeavour to obtain from them an account
of their religion; its theory, ceremonies^
&c. Statements made by themselves will

be more correct than what you can find in

books; and, in gaining .the relation from
one upon whom the system has made a

strong impression, you will find matter for

thought, for sermons, and for prayer, which

you could obtain by no other process.
In preaching, study simplicity of style

and arrangement. If the coloquial me-
thod be necessary any where, it is when a
preacher wishes to instruct heathens, and
that in their own language. Explain eve-

ry word which is exclusively Christian, and
search out and use as much as possible
eastern modes of illustration. Despise not
native preachers, but cultivate and use
them as much as possible. Neglect them,
and kill yourself, is the certain way to do
as little good as possible.
You will have committed to you, my

dear .friend, not the same people from sab-
bath to sabbath enclosed within certain

/walls, but, in the streets, you will have
several congregations vyhile preaching one
sermon; you will have to preach in a lan-

guage imperfectly acquired; to men in a
state of darkness and infatuation, of which
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you can now form but a very inadequate
idea ; to men who must be sought after, and

respecting multitudes of whom you will ne-

ver have but one opportunity of rescuing
,them from perishing. What enterprise, ap-

plication; and perseverance what spiritu-

ality and aptness to teach, so as to be in-

stant in season and out of season, are here

required!
'

If you have no secular engagements,
devote your time during the heat of the

day, to catechumens, to inquirers, and to

candidates for the ministry, at home. Let

every hour have its occupation: exercise

for the mind is as absolutely necessary in

warm climates as for the body. In a mis-

sionary life, more than any other, is the

advice of the apostle suitable; "Mind not

high things, but condescend to men of low
estate." Cherish the converts as "new-
born babes," as far as tenderness and at-

tention go. Pity their weaknesses; bear

with them as children, as your own chil-

dren How often the apostle uses towards

the heathen converts the terms, "my lit-

tle children!" I have often wished to see

something like the Methodist class-meet-/

ings amongst us in India. No professors
on earth need meetings somewhat like
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,
so much as men recently brought

from heathenism.
- These remarks refer to exterior prepa-
ration. Beyond every thing else, however,
your success depends not absolutely upon
the state of your own mind. In the pre-

ceding part of this letter 1 have hinted,
that a Christian minister is the medium
through which the power, the light, and.

the influence are to pass which are to be

conveyed into the heart of the hearer.

But the minister is not here a mere vacu-
um or tube ; the Holy Spirit takes the
word of truth, and through it the power
first rests on the spirit of this evangelist;
the light first irradiates his mind; the in-

fluence first moves his heart; and from
thence they pass to impress, and enlighten,
and move, the heart of the hearer. You
must therefore be brought into an intimate

acquintance with divine truth, and feel its

deep impressions on your own spirit, or you
cannot be this medium of communication
between earth and heaven. In Whitefield,
and Brainerd, and Pearce, what I mean
was remarkably exemplified. There was
no outward appearance on their persons
when they began their sermons; but they
so felt the subjects on which they preach*

that they evidently appeared, in amo~
17
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dilied sense, to be moved by the Holy
Ghost. You have no doubt read the me-
moirs of these consecrated men, and you
recollect the wonderful effects produced
on their congregations: you perceive a

melting, a bowing, and transforming influ-

ence, that bears its own credentials.

The great secret, then, of the success

of these missionary men, was, their per-
sonal religion ; their high consecration of

themselves, and their supreme^devotedness
to God. And on these, my dear friend,

under God, you must depend for your suc-

cess, and for every atom of it. I conceive
that there are, however, truths which the

Holy Spirit mostly blesses, as -best suited

to meet the case of a sinner, to awaken
in his mind those inquiries and anxieties

which are connected with true conversion,
and to'lead him to a true Christian depend-
ence upon the sacrifice of Christ.'' And
to these truths the mind of the successful

preacher will be led, and in his medita-
tions on them his own heart will be parti-

cularly affected.

If my dear friend, the Almighty had
given you a share in the creation of this

sun, which illumines and makes fruitful the

whole earth, and in directing the course
of all these terrene affairs, how much: you
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would have felt the honour. And yet this
.

' - v ' "
-

luminary, and all: the concerns of time,
will soon pass into a shade black as sack^

cloth, and be remembered no -more. But
he has called you to poperate .with him in

a>work which will not only
: survive the

the! uiuversal, wreck, but fill all heaven
with ^never-ending praise. Consider your
vast resjpOnsibility. Y.ouy with all your
brethren, in the absence of Jesus Christ,,

are the representatives of his mercy upon
earth. Pray much,* that the grace of the

Saviour.jnayV, be- poured upon yon and
anoint"

;

you for this /glorious* yet over-

whelming service. Often look forward to

the hour, when you must give account of
yourself, and; of: your stewardship, to God;
and keep in mind the solemn stake you
have in the approaching judgment. , Ohf
to have neglected the welfare of one soul,

,upon whom the sentence is aboiit to be pro-

nounced, "Bepart 1 know you not!" To
meet the piercing look of such a wretch

*Hovv blessed the ministry, ev.en on earth, of a man
always employed -in the grand work of saving immor-
tal beings, compared with that of -a man spending his

days in making a people satisfied with their opinions
and their state ! How interesting the work which thus

engages all the soul, all the compassion, and all the,

energies of the agent Lo o
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overwhelmed with despair, and reminding

me, by that look, that there was a time in

which I might have warned, have entreat-

ed, have allured to a brighter destiny.
But if I may have been the means of recov-

ering some from an infamqus misapplica-
tion of their powers, and from in.evita.ble

and eternal ruin ; if I may have been the

"medium of communicating to them a bles-

sedness which now* in the smiles arid gra-
cious words of the Judge, begins to open
upon them in all its radiance and in all its

extent; if I may have contributed to the

splendours of this day to these tfiump'hs
to these s.esults, so satisfactory to the

Redeemer, to angels, and to men- then I

shall not regret my former banishment from

my country and insalubrious climate

the loss of Christian society exhaustion of

strength and spirits, no, nor premature, (if
that word be not unchristian) premature
death. -

May many such souls, my dear friend, be
thine. "Be faithful unto death" a crown
of life awaits thee".

Ever most truly yours,
W. WARD.
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LETTER XIX.

To Mr. CHARLES STEWART, Edinburgh.

Liverpool, April 16, 1821v

MY DEAR SIR,

THE following account of the origin of

the Dutch baptists, given by Dr. Ypeij,

principal teacher ojf theology, at Gronin-

gen, and by the Rev. j. J. Dermont, secre-

tary to the synod of the Dutch reformed

church, preacher at the Hague, and chap-
lain to the king of the Netherlands, is

marked by so much liberality of sentiment,
and is so honourable to our denomination,
that I am persuaded you will be much
gratified by its perusal. It appears in the
first volume of a work published by these

gentlemen at Breda, in the year 1819.

The translation is not verbal, but to the

meaning of the authors I believe my friend,
Mr. Angas, has rigidly adhered.
"The present race of Dutch baptists,."

say these authors, "are descended from the

tolerably pure evangelical Waldenses,
who were driven by persecutionfinto varK
ons countries; and who, during the latter

part of the twelfth century, fled into Flan*
17* -

.

'
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ders, and into the provinces of Holland and

Zealand, where they lived simple and ex-

ecnplary lives, in the .villages as farmers,
and in the towns by trades and various

handicraft labours, free from the charge of

any gross immoralities, and professing the

most pure and simple principles which they

exemplified in a holy conversation. They
were therefore in existence long before the

reformed church in the Netherlands.
"Beside other points of belief among the

Waldenses, they professed to adhere only
to the sacred scriptures, rejecting the au-

thority of the fathers, and ecclesiastial

synods, and of the pope; and owning no

representative of Christ on earth. They
maintained, that all the brethren were

equal ; and that each had a right to exhort
for edification, and to reprove another in

the church. They rejected transubstan-
tiation and confession to a priest, declar-

ing that salvation was only to be obtain-

ed by faith in Christ; and that good works
would not purchase salvation ; but that

works were necessary as the confirmation
and evidenceof faith,and as obedience to the
will of G$d, Religion, they said, was not
confined to time or place; but that it was
proper to meet on the first day of the week
to honour God j it was duty to preach and
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hear the pure gospel, to honour the Sa-

viour, (but not to do homage, to saints,) to

observe both the .sacraments, &c. They
professed to adhere^|i^||l.y

to the scheme
of Christian morals lail^ldown by our Sa-

viour in his sermon on the mount: hence

they judged it to be improper to bear arms;
to resist injustice even by a law process,
or to take an oath. From this they were
called the yea and nay people.

"Respecting the govermentdf the church,

theylBelieved it to be invested, according, to

to apostolic example, in bishops, elders,

and deacons; but they denied that these

officers were to be exalted above their

Brethren; affirming, that they, like. apos-
tles, should be unlettered, not rich, nor

powerful; but earning their support by any
secular employment, or by daily labour.

"From this history of the old Dutch
Waldenses, as 'they existed in the 12th

century, a net from the "doctrines they held
at that time, and during the following cen-

turies, we see what a striking similarity
there" existed between them arid the an-
cient and latter Dutch baptists, whose ex-
istence and doctrines are so well known.
It must, however, be admitted, that there
is no reference to baptism in any of the
confessions of faith of the Waldenses.
Nevertheless it is indisputable that the
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Butch Waldenses rejected the baptism of

children, and applied the ordinance to

adults alone. This is maintained by Hie-

ronymus, Verdusjsj?^|K||ligny, and other Ro-
man catholic wMtjersT

. .

"In the beginning of the 16th century,
the Dutch Waldenses, or as they were
then called, the anabaptists, perceiving
that many learned men exposed the igno-

rance, errors, and superstition of the peo-
ple, no longer hid themselves, but -began
the dissemination of purer religious Knowl-

edge, that they might annihilate, as far as

possible, the power of the Romish super-
stition. They were so successful in draw-

ing persons to baptism from the Romish
communion, that the civil rulers issued strict

orders against their persons; who, howev-
er, still multiplied, till they were at length

joined in this opposition to Rome by other

reformers. This was before even the name
of Luther was known as a reformer.

"Had the anabaptists at that time pos-
sessed men truly learned, how great must
have been the harvest arising from the

good seed which they then sowed! From
their communion would probably have
arisen, and that much earlier than it did, _

all that light which now beams upon Eu-

rope. But there was not one person among
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them qualified to become a reformer of the

Roman church; not one who possessed
sufficient learning to ;

obtain that influence

as a writer, as that he might be looked up
to as an universal guide. For, .since the

12th .century, not one person distinguished
for learning had appeared amongst them.
The renowned Peter Waldus, known in

their history, may be considered as the

first and the last individual among them
who was eminently learned: hence they
were despised by the Romish church.

They were, in fact, little known: they liv-

ed in retirement, cultivating only those vir-

tues which distinguished them as good
citizens, and as a pure Christian communi-

ty. They have this latter testimony from

very early Roman catholic writers, who
were willing to do homage to the truth.

"From hence it will appear, how great-

ly the Dutch Waldenses, or the so called

anabaptists, would rejoice when Luther
and his followers began the Reformation:

they avowed their approbation of it, prais-

ing God that -he had raised up brethren
with whom they might unite in the essen-
tial points of the gospel.
"There were then two sects amongst

them:. the one distinguished by- the name
the perfect, and the other the imperfect.-
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The ^former professed to have a coinmuni-*

ty of goods, so that none should be rich

while the others were poor. Some carri-

ed the principle so far, that they some-
times suffered from want and nakedness.
The imperfect lived less strict, and indulg-
ed in a greater intercourse with mankin.d.
Both these sects were spread all over Ger-

many, Switzerland, and Holland.
"Fanatical persons among the followers

of Luther and Zuinglius, took advantage
of the simplicity of many of the first sect,

called the perfect, and urged them to as-

sist in acts of outrage and insurrection.

Among the followers of Luther thus act-

ing were Storck and Muntzer; and among
those of Zuinglius were Lodow,yk, Hetzer,
B. Kubmer, and others. By far the great-
er part of the first sect, the perfect, and
the whole of the second, were certainly
the most pious Christians the church,.ever

saw, and the worthiest citizens the state

ever had. History removes every doubt

upon this subject.
"It is certain, that thesj^worthy anabap-

tists, or, wlio may be better caliedUbap-
tist.s, were found in great numbers in the

Netherlands, not only in Holland, Friez-

.laiid,Groningen.,-b.ut Especially in Flanders
j-

consequently, in those provinces wherein
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have related that the .-Waldenses,, their

ancestors, had established themselves in

and after the 12th century.
"And here they had the good fortune^

in the year 1536, that their scattered com-

munity obtained a regular state of church

order, separate from all Dutch and German.

protestants, who at that time had not been

formed into one body by any bonds of uni-

ty. This advantage was procured them

by the sensible management of a Friezland

protestant, Menno Simons, born at Wit-

marsum, and who had formerly been' a PQ-

pish priest. This learned, wise
,-.
and pju-

dent man, was chosen by them as their

leader, that they might, by his paternal ef-

forts, in the eyes of all Christendom, be
cleared from that blame which some of them
had incurred. This object was accomplish-
ed accordingly : some of the perfectionists he
reclaimed to order, and others he excluded,
and gave up to the contempt of their breth-

ren. He. purified also the religious doc-
trines of the baptists.

-

"We have now seen, that the baptists?
who were formerly called anabaptists, and
in later times Mennonites, were the origi-
nal Waidehses; and who have long, in the

history of the church, received the honour
,t that origin.' On this account, the bap
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tists may be considered as the only Chris-

tian community which has stood since the

times of the apostles; and as a Christian

society which has preserved pure the doc-
trines of the gospel through all ages. The
perfectly correct external and internal eco-

nomy of die Baptist denomination tends to

confirm the truth* disputed by the Rom.ish

church, that the Reformation brought
about in the sixteenth century was in the

highest degree necessary; and at the same
time goes to refute the erroneous notion of

the Catholics, that their communion is the

jnost ancienti"

Thus far, my dear Sir, is the testimony
of these gentlemen, clergymen of the re-

formed church in Holland, and holding the

highest offices in that church. The Rev.
Robert Gan, the Mennonite minister of

Ryswick, also says> in his Sketches of

Christian Doctrine, that the Dutch bap-
lists are descended from those Christians

who inhabited, in a very early period, the

valleys of Piedmont; and who, in the fol-

lowing ages, spread themselves through dif-

ferent countries, and were commonly call-

ed Waldenses. In the year 1536, Mennp
Simons attached himself to them, and the

Dutch baptists called tjieinseives by his



name, to distinguish themselves from the

Minister baptists.
Permit me still to share in your re-

My dear Sir,

And believe me to be,
Most truly yours,

W. WARD

IB
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name, to distinguish themselves from the

Minister baptists.
Permit me still to 'share in your re-

gards,

My de.ar Sir,

And believe me to be,
Most truly yours,

W.WARP
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LETTER XX.

To the Rev. JOSEPH KINGHORN, Norwich*

Liverpool, April 17, 1821.

- MY DEAR BROTHER,
1 hope that in these four letters relative

to the Mennonites, you will find the infor-

mation you wished for. The- particulars
in this letter were communicated to me in

several conversations, by the Rev. N. Mess*

chaert, of Rotterdam, a learned and very
respectable Mennonite minister.

Divine service among the Mennonites is

conducted in the same manner as among
the reformed; viz. the service is opened by
reading the scriptures; then singing; then
a short prayer; singing again; a longer

prayer; singing; then the sermon, in the

midst of which the minister exhorts to char-

ity, and a collection is made in two bags,
carried from pew to pew by the deacons,
for the expenses of public worship, as can-

dles, &c, and for the poor ; one bag for the

poor, and the other for the expenses of wor-

ship : then the sermon is concluded ; then

prayer, and singing, and dismissal. The
collections are made in some places at the
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doors, at the close of worship. Tney hayd

preaching ojily once on the sabbath; have

no other meetings, except on the days the

Lord's-supper is administered, when the

minister preaches an evening lecture.
- 1

. .

Some of their ministers are educated-aV"

the Mennonite college at Amsterdam, at

the head of which is the Rev. R. Koopr

mans. Others are unlettered, though sen-

sible men. They are chosen in some pla-

ces by the congregation, and in others by
the elders and deacons.

They wear the same costume as the

ministers of the reformed church, a band.

and a slip of black satin hanging down the

back, and extending from the collar to the

bottom of the coat.

They administer the Lord's supper
twice, thrice, or four times during the year.

They reject infant baptism, and refuse to

commune at the Lord's table with those who
administer the ordinance to children, unless

re-sminJcled. They train up catechumens
under their ministers, and, about the age
of sixteen, baptize them, taking from the

candidate, before the minister and elders,
an account of his "repentance and faith,
and requiring also some short account from
him before the congregation, on the day
of his baptism. They baptize by pouring
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or sprinkling, as Merino is also said to

have done, once in the name of the Father,
then in the name of the Son, and then

(again applying the water) in the name of

^ijhe JHoly Spirit. They profess to require
also a consistent conduct; but it appears
that they have little discipline. Many
strangers crowd to see the administration,

of the ordinance. It is said, that none

amongst them live without baptism. In

some parts of North Holland j^oung peo^

pie, both bride and bridegroom, are bap-
tized on the day of their marriage.

They use in their congregations a me-
trical translation of the psalms, and a vol-

ume of psalms and hymns of the 16th

century, by Kampheyzeu. Another col=-

lection of hymns is used, compiled at the

end of the last century and the Beginning
of this.

The peculiar opinions which have pre-
vailed among the Mennonites relate to.

oaths, to baptism, to resistance by force,

and to the office of the magistrate. They
judged that it was not proper for them to

aspire to the magistracy, since the scrip-
tures contained no rules for the conduct of

magistrates, and forbade Christians to de-

sire the chief seats. The two latter opir>
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ions are now generally exploded. Their
affirmation is accepted instead of an oath.

The whole body of Mennonites in Hol-
land is supposed to amount to 30,000 per-

sons, including children; -the number of
churches to 130.

They have politely declined the salaries

which the government of Holland offers

to all denominations under its authori-

ty.

I am, my dear brother,

Yours, very faithfully,

W. WARD,
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LETTER XXL

To the

Rev. W. H. ANGAS, Newcastle-upon-Tyft*-,

Cheltenham, April 1 8, 1 82 1 .

MY DEAR BROTHER,
I AM much indebted to yon for the infoi*"

mation contained in these letters respect-

ing the Mennonites. To whom could 1

then, with more propriety, address this let-

ter on the doctrines they believe, than to

the person by whom it was translated? It

is extracted from a summary of chris*

tian doctrine, by the Rev. J. Gan, of Rys-
wick.
On the fall of Man. In the fall, man

lost his innocence, and all his posterity are

born with a natural propensity to evil, and
with fleshly inclinations, and are exposed
to sickness and death. The posterity of

Adam derive no moral guilt from his fall
;

.sin is personal, and the desert of punish-
ment cannot be inherited. Natural evils

may, however, arise out of the transgres-
sions of ancestors.

Of the person and dignity of the Saviour;

5 The Son of God left, of his own freewill,
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the state of glory in which he dwelt

fore his appearing on earth; and he be-

came man in all respects like us, sin ex-

cepted. The incarnate Son of God is set

forth -to us as inferior to the Father, not

only in his state of humiliation, but in that

of his exaltation, and as subject to the

Father. It must, however, be kept in

view, that notwithstanding the incarnate

Son of God is inferior to the Father, he is

nevertheless, according to the purposes of

the Most High, partaker of glory with the

Father, and an object of religious trust and

confidence, in like manner as the Fa-
ther.

Under the head, the names of God* this

.author says, the One True God is men-
tioned in the New Testament as the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, in

consequence of the near relation of out
Saviour to the Most High.

Of the death of Christ. As the Saviour,

being the Son of God, was entirely without

sin, on account of his perfect holiness and
freewill offering, his sufferings and death
have this value in them, that God, accord-

ing to his own gracious will, bestows on all

the guilty the forgiveness of sins, and here*

by the pious, who believe in Christ, are

appointed to the enjoyment of abundant
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bliss hereafter. God is so well pleased
with the perfect obedience of the sinless

Saviour, that he will consider the anguish
and pain to which the Saviour freely sub-

mitted, and particularly the death of the

cross, as equivalent to the punishment the

guilty had deserved; and, as 'the reward
of the Saviour's merits, he will bestow up-
on those whom the Saviour acknowledges
as his own, an abundant share of bliss

hereafter. This is the effect of God's pre-
vious mercy and love. The. sufferings of

the Saviour in nb respect tended to move
God to a favourable disposition towards
mankind j but these sufferings were endur-
ed to show his holy aversion to. sin", and to

give to the world the strongest proofs of

his mercy ; and thus to inspire the peni-
tent with a perfect confidence in him their

heavenly Father. Christ died for all men
in this sense, that all men without excep-
tion might partake, upon conversion and

faith, the salvation obtained by him, This
salvation is universally and unrestrictedly
offered in the preaching of the gospel:
none are excluded but by their own fault,

That which makes us partakers, of the

benefits of his death and sufferings, is the

union we have in his sufferings, his merits*
and in his glory.
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On faith and conversion. Salvation con-

sists in the knowledge of God 7
s holy will;

in the forgiveness of sins; in the supports
of the Holy Spirit; and in the enjoyment

ofjSheaven. In order to partake of this

salvation, we must believe in Christ, which
consists in acknowledging him as the de-

liverer and king bestowed by God, to re-

ceive as truth all that which he taught,
and to repose tranquilly on his assurances,
and to be ready to obey all his commands.

By this/jfaith we are more particularly to

undersilfid, the humble, believing, -and

thankful; embracing of the rich and mer-
ciful purpose of God, in the Saviour's suf-

ferings and death upon the cross. In or-

der then to believe, it is necessary that we
should in the beginning have a pious dis-

position, that is conversion. This conver-
sion consists of that moral reformation,
whereby men not only pass from a sinful to

a virtuous life, but also reject sinful de-

sires, and become disposed to do all the
will of God. Regeneration refers to that

change of mind whereby we become new
creatures, or new men, and this is the same
as conversion. The effect of faith in

Christ, is a zealous observance of duty,
united to the desires of advancing in moral

perfection.
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Of justification. We are justified by
faith in Christ; that is, by this faith we
are freed from guilt, and considered and
'treated as innocent, sin being cancelled.

Of sanctification. It is the duty of those

justified by faith in Christ, to apply them-
selves to the practice of true piety, and in

this they are assisted by the Holy Spirit's

influences on the mind, which are enlight-

ening, sanctifying, inspiring holy feelings
and encouragements to duty. These in-

fluences are also consoling ;
afad tkese ben-

efits of the Holy Spirit are the ;

j^rtion of

all the pious and prayerful.
""'"'"

Of water baptism. The solemn ordi-

nance of Christian baptism consists in an

immersion, or in pouring upon, of water, in

the name of the Father, the Son, and the

Holy Gliost. The words, in the name of

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,

signify faith in God as the universal Fath-

er; in Jesus Christ, as the Son of God;
and in the Holy Ghost as the power of

God, by whose immediate influence the

apostles spoke with divine authority, con-

firming the commission with miracles. Im-
mersion in, or the pouring upon, of water,
is a proper image of purification, and there-

fore this ordinance signifies the purifying
of the mind, the forsaking of sin, and the



obligation to a holy life: hence baptism is

called the laver of regeneration. It fur-

ther signifies the embracing of the Christian

religion, and introduces us to Christian

communion. As the embracing of the Chris-

tian religion promises to the guilty the for-

giveness of sins, so baptism is a sign of ac-

quittal from all former sins. The proper

subjects of baptism are all sinners who be-

lieve in Christ, and who acknowledge it to

be their duty to profess the Christian reli-

gion. Conversion and faith are therefore

indispensably necessary to qualify a per-

;Json to receive baptism in a manner agree-
1

Jably to its institution and signification.

|They who are the childern of Christian pa-
rents, and have been educated in the Chris-

tian Church, are urtcler an obligation to.be

baptized, as well as converted Jews and
heathens.

Of a future state. Although acquittal
from guilt is bestowed upon faith without

respect to works, yet salvation is promis-
ed upon works of piety as the fruits of faith.

The misery of the condemned will be pro-
portioned to the measure of their crimes.

1 am,
My dear brother,

You* very obliged and affectionate,
W. WARD,
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LETTER XXIL

To the Rev. N. MESSCHAERT, Rotterdam*

Cheltenham, April 19, 1821.

REV. and DEAR SIR,

I AM much obliged to you for the friend-

ship you so obligingly showed me when at*
Rotterdam. 1 wish you could have put i|f
into ray power to have shown you similaf

attentions in England. Cannot yon visk|
the brethren in this country? I should

bej|,

very glad to hear that a mutual corres-

pondence and a friendly intercourse had
been opened. Stir up your churches to aid

our society, and to share in the privilege
of aiming at the extension of the king-
dom of our dear and glorious Saviour.

For the information of my brethren in

England, our mutual friend, Mr* Angas,
made an extract from the work you lent

us. If there should be any mistake in any
part of this account of your church, I hope
you will excuse it as unintentional, and inx

-form me of it by a line to Serampore*



'Bxtract from a work published at Amster~

dam, in the year 1815, entitled, A List

of the Names of Baptist Ministers in and
out of the kingdom of Holland, with in-

telligence respecting the Mennonite
churches.

in the department of Amsterlaiid there

'are fifty-two churches. In that of Maas-
land. five. In (hat of Utrecht, one. In

that'xof Friezland, sixty-one. In that of

Groningen, twenty-one. In that of Ove-

^ryssei, sixteen. In that of Guelderland,
two. In that .of East Friezland, three.

On the Continent. In Neustadgodan,
%ne church. In Holstein, two. In the

dukedom of Berg, two. On the Meuse,
nine. On the Lower Rhine, eleven. On
the Upper Rhine, twenty-six. In the de-

partment of Uppei- Viefne, one. In the coun-

ty of Weisbaden, one. In the principality

of\Baden,one. In the Upper Pal tz, thirteen.

On the east side of the Necker, four. In

Prussia, twenty-seven. In the principality
of Wiedneuweid, one. In Switzerland, se-

veral. In the counties of Salm and Saar-

brock, two. In the principalities of Minden,

Laiitern,Leiningen and Nassauweilburg,six.
In the Upper Hynschen-Kreitz, one. InNas-

sau-Leigin, one. In the counties of Walder,
id. -
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Witgenstein, Barlenberg, and Leuwenhof,
four. In Germa'n Lotheringen, one. AtPiis-

gau, one. Near Markerch, one. At Sal-

mer, one*

In Russia, three churches.

In the United States of America, there

are more than two hundred Mennonite

churches; and amongst them some church-

es contain asjmany as three hundred mem-
bers each. Beside these, meetings^ are

held in many private houses. They are

scattered about in many parts, but in some

places the whole population are Mennon^
ites, particularly in Lancaster county, and
other parts of Pennsylvania.-^-Th:ey are,

mostly the descendants of the Mennonites

emigrating in great numbers from Paltz.

They are not to be confounded with the

English Baptists in America, but agree ia

doctrine with the reformed church.

It appears from this work that many
Mennonite churches have no stated minis-

ters, but are either supplied by their own
elders or the neighbouring ministers; noi-

ls it uncommon for one minister to supply
.several churches.

To the lists thus given, are added noti-

ces respecting the removal, death, or settle-

ment of ministers.

'Jhe compilers of this work declare,;
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.; ..

'the. Meniionites . fortp . one. undivided
christianF body, arid that a ssocia fions are

different times (about JSa ster) and.

wiiich^appear to be s^milar^td
,.those,4] :.elcl ^England. In North ^Holland
these associations used to be he^d annu-

ally, but have lately been held less fre-

quently and regularly. Some churches de-

cline, all., .union,,, as in England, with any
association. ^ The meetings of these asso-

ciations are held in different places. The
business of the association connected with
Rotterdam appears to be, to provide sup-

plies for destitute churches, and to exam-
ine into the state of the Mennonite Col-

lege at Amsterdam.
There are no buildings connected with

this college. The students receive theo-

logical instruction in a room, containing
the library, over the Mennonite chape],
The lectures are delivered in Latin, by
the Rev. R. Koopmans, professor of theo-

logy. The students attend at a literary
institution in Amsterdam for instruction in

Hebrew, church-history, physics, natural

and moral philosophy, &c, They have

private lodgings in different ,parts of the

city. This college commenced about eigh

ty years since, and was at first supported

by the Amsterdam Mennonites alone; bat
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lately, other churches have sent contribu-

tions. Six students receive support from

the public, fund: they are all intended'. for

the Christian ministry. Each student be^-

fore his entrance must be acquainted with
Latin and Greek.

I remain,
Kev. and dear Sir,

Your very obliged friend and servant,W
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LETTER XXIIL

To the

Rev. J. ). ROBERTSON, United States.

Cheltenham, April 21, 1821.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

1 reflect with pleasure on our .interview^

at the Rev. Mr. Heiishaw's, and- on the
time we spent together in gctingf to Wash-
ington, and in that noble edifice, the-sCapi-
to]. ^ '*'"". ..",

The spectacle of. the 5thailt.*was i:to me
.. , '>$- "**' -

'

vl.* *'",-- t -
' '

exceedingly, iiiterejti^g.. How ;sjiall I;de-
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unadorned- appearance of the President,
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friends, soon. after twelve, and the band
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lately, other churches have sent contribu-

tions. Six students receive support from
the public fund: they are all intended for

the Christian ministry. Each student be^-

fore his entrance must be acquainted with
Latin and Greek.

I remain,
Rev. and dear Sir,

Your very obliged friend and servant,W WARD,
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LETTER XXIII.

To the

Rev. j. 3. ROBERTSON, United States'.

Cheltenham, April 21, 1821.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

1 reflect with pleasure on our interview/

at the Rev. Mr. Henshaw's, and on the

time we spent together in going to Wash-
ington, and in that noble edifice, the Capi-
toJ.

The spectacle of the 5th ult. was to me
exceedingly interesting;. How shall I de-

scribe it? The magnificent hall occupied
by the House of jjl-epresentatives

"

\vas

crowded tOvexce^sr":Mr.Nourse and my-
seif were Gorupelied" to enter by one of

the windows,
randr the pressure at the doors

exceeded any thing I ever witnessed. The
dresses of the foreign ambassadors pre-
sented a striking ^contrast to the simple,
unadorned appearance of the President,
his ministers, &c. in a plain suit of black,
the President entered, with a few select

friends, soon after twelve, and the band

played a short air while he took his seat

in the desk under the Speaker's chair. As-.
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soon as the Chief Justice arrived, he wen
and stood -by the side of the President,
who then took up the bible, repeated the

oath, and read his inaugural speech. At
the close of this simple but very impres-
sive ceremony, the friends of the Presi-

dent came around him, and presented their

congratulations by shaking hands; when
he retired, amidst the sounds of music
and the loud cheering of his fellow-citi-

zens. Except the" band, noi a. soldier, no,
nor a police-officer was present. I had
the h6nour:and pleasure of being present-
ed to-the Presidents-aild his lady at the le-

vee, arid of shaking ^hands with this very
popular chief Magistrate* of the United
States. May America long, long preserve,
as she advances in p6\v$r, in wealth, and
in learning, the purity 'of lie^institutions,
and may some of yonr^ family, my' clear

friend, five hundred years ^heuc"e,' witness,
with a gratification as great as vyas; rea-
lized by myself, the renewal of the specta-
cle, in all its simplicity, of the' 5th of

March, 1821. .<.......
A stranger is much struck with two or

three novelties in the churches of the re-

formed in Holland: the %ast projection
of the sounding* boards; the two black
-Streamers hanging down the back of the
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minister, instead of a black gown; and
the custom among the men in wearing their

hats during the sermon.

1 was much moved while in the pulpit
of the Scotch church at Rotterdam, in re-

calling the times when so many good men
from Scotland found here a refuge and a
Bethel. The portraits of a number of

these worthies still give much interest to

the vestry of this church.

The interior of the Jansenist church at

Rotterdam struck rne as too gaudy. 1 was
glad, however, to see the priest employed
in hearing the catechism of the young peo-
ple. The Lutheran church had a large
attendance.

The French church was but thinly at-

tended; though it ought to be observed,
this was the afternoon service. In the

mornirig the attendance is much greater.

(|n the^ Saturday evening I went to the
Je>vish"

:

synagogue: between two and three
Hundred: Jews appeared- to be present. The
chanting of the Hebrew, if one.cpuld have
forgotten 'that it was intended lor. a reli-

gions service, was very fine.

At Amsterdam my stay was so shorf,
that I enjoyed very little of the company of
the ministers. The Rev, Mr. The! wall,
the English Episcopal minister, was the,
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only person with whom I had any consider*

able conversation. But this interview was
quite refreshing to my spirit. I was very
sorry I had not time to contract with him a
more intimate friendship. His spirituality
and evangelical ardour have, under God,
been much blessed here.

Upon the whole, there are in Holland
various appearances which indicate a
considerable progress in the right direc-

tion. The churches of the reformed ap-

pear to be well attended. I was present
at a missionary prayer-meeting at Rotter-

dam, held for that night in the French
church: the church was crowded. In the

Bible Society, loo, there are, I believe, a
, number of very devoted men. The Dutch
are so well supplied, it is said, with the

Holy Scriptures, that this society are con-

strained to turn their attention to the colo-

nies. 1 was sorry, however, to find, that it

is very .difficult in Holland to introduce the

Bible among the Roman Catholics. Mr.

Ledaboer, with whose piety and zeal I was
much refreshed, kindly introduced me to

one of the free schools at Rotterdam. It

was on. a large scale, and appeared to be

. exceedingly well conducted.
I would wish for a place in your affec-

tions and remembrance, especially before
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Him who can save to the uttermost.

Should you be near the venerable Bishop
Griswold, I should feel if an honour to be

remembered to him. He is very much of a

missionary, I hear. I think that 'the Scrip-
ture bishops were the missionaries, in dis-

tinction from the pastors. They were em-

ployed in planning churches, in watching .

over those churches in a kind of patriarch-
"

al *
way, and in ordaining their pastors.

Without the name, Dr. Carey is a ohris-

tian bishop. The infant churches around

us, over whom native pastors have been

settled, often write for his advice, and con-

sult him as a father; and if he hears of ir-

regularities among them, he writes to them
and gives his advice. Bishops, and mis-

sionary work, therefore, go hand in hand

together. The office necessarily arises out

of the work, and out of that infancy of

things to which a continued 'extension of

the Christian church gives rise.

, my dear friend,

Most truly yours,
w.
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LETTER XXIV.

To the Rev. GEORGE' BARCLAY, Kilwinning,
Scotland.

, - -London, April* 24, 1821,"

MY DEAR BROTHER,
' ''''

*

I WENT to -America to be edified .by .its

religious character ; and ^institutions, aifd

not as aii.'economist or a 'politician': you
will not expect therefore-frm;me any thing
which has relation to these suyects. vYet
I may observe, once for all, that the roads,
the culture, the. style of building.,in genei>
al, the vehicles, the extent of every'kintl of

improvement these- come short of the

same things in England. -And who, ougjit
to wonder at this, when the age of the two
countries is considered? The v winters in

America are long and severe, and' the sum-
mers hot. On the sea-board the variable-

ness of the climate is .very great, and pul-

monary cases are very numerous and fatal.

Yet still it remains true, that most of the

deficiencies and faults of America are the

deficiencies and faults of youth. After vis-

iting the states of New-York, Connecticut.

Massachusetts, New-Hampshire., Maine,



New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, &c.

and the cities of New-York, Boston, Phila-

delphia, and Baltimore, 1 was quite a.muz-

ed at the progress of.society in the United

States: -these towns, these colleges, these

courts of justice, these scientific and benev-

olent institutions, the extent of country cul-

tivated, these state governments, this ar-
v

my, this navy, this powerful general govern-
ment ! .Why, my dear brother, when f con-

sidered that the other day this whole con-

tinent was forest, the exclusive abode of

half-naked savages a-nd wild beasts, all

this scenery .appeared before me absolute-

ly as the effect of enchantment.* I may
here give you the impressions made on

my mind in passing through the state of

Connecticut, and of which I made a mem-
orandum at. the time: 'That country mast
be a happy one, in which the poor can ob-
tain a respectable education for their chil-

dren for nothing; where, each man of good
character, without regard to his sect, can
become a legislator; where provisions are

exceedingly cheap; where, except in par-
ticular towns, taxes are few; where there
are no tythes, nor the galled feelings aris-

* What a striking contrast between this and the

death-like priunity of society /t?n rig- the inlianson the-

same spot during the preceding 500 years*.
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LETTER XXIV.

To the 'Rev. GEORGE* BA^PLAY, Kilwwning,
- -
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,' -,
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ing from the unwise elevation of one part
of the people, on a religious account, over
the other part, and where the people (as
I had just seen them in Boston) meet in

convention to amend the constitution of the

state, with the same good humour as men
go to the annual meeting of the Humane-
Society in London. I saw several baptist
ministers in the above convention, as well

as among the legislators of the state of

Maine. This may suffice for these sub-

jects.

Many of the places of worship in Ameri-

ca, among, the different denominations,
have wooden steeples; which, however,
when painted, look nearly as well as stone.

Amongst the presbyterians and congrega-
tionalists, the vestry, or session house, is a

separate, and sometimes a distant building ;

the small vestries, as in England, open-
ing into the chapel, where the minister can

retire, and see his friends and deacons^ are

very rare in the states. The minister goes
at once into the pulpit, and pulls off his

great coat or cloak, and throws it over the

side of the pulpit. In the 'winter a pan of

coals in a box is ready for him to set his

feet upon. 'The services are conducted

nearly the same as in England; but i was
sorry to observe that our custom of
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lining ut the hymn as Sung, scarcely ex-

ists; and that singing in many cases was

profanely abandoned to the choir,as though
praise, at any rate, might be done by proxy;
or as though the Object of Christian wor-

ship was partial to such and such tunes*,

\vhich the congregation could not acquire.
How any person can blame cathedral wor-

ship as popish, and admire these exhibi-

tions in the front gallery j
I know not.

Notes entreating the prayers of the congre-
gation for the sick, &c., are, in many pla*

ces, sent up into the pulpit; and, directed

by these notes, the ministers visit the sick

during the week. The reading of the Ho-
ly Scriptures does not commonly, I regret
to say it, make a part of the services of
the sanctuary. Or Watts generally sup-
plies the forms of praise to the American
people. I have seen selections, the great-
er part, however, the composition of

Watts, by Dr. Dwight, Dr. Livingston, Dr.

Worcester, and Mr. Winchell. American
editions of Dr. Rippon's selection are not
uncommon. The reading of their sermons

prevails, I apprehend, to a considerable

degree among the the congregational
ministers, if not among others also. The
services are, in many places, concluded, in

the evening at least, with a doxology, the

20
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congregation standing. Blacks are mem*
bers of 'the churches of the whites, and sit

down to the Lord's table with the whites,
wherever I travelled. Divine service

seemed well attended in the states I visited j

.and I should think that, amongst the pres-.

byterians, the congregationalists, and the

baptists, there are but few instances of a
dry formal ministry, though there remains
much of it still among the episcopalians.
J fear that there is among the baptists a
considerable portion of that Calvinism -

which knows not how to unite duty with

sovereignty, obligation with privilege,
watchfulness with perseverance, and the

necessity of prayer with divine influence.

A baptist church practising open, or Chris-

tian communion, I found not; and one or

two ministers did not hesitate to avow,
that they did not consider pedobaptists as

in the pale of the visible church!!! Is it

.not beyond all expression strange, my deaf

brother, that the people, who still complain
so loudly that the baptists were imprison-
ed and flogged at Boston, should them-
selves act upon a sentiment so utterly con-

trary to Christian forbearance and chari-

ty?
Elders, as the scripture name for minis-

ters, is much used in some parts. Black
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cloaks are-g'enerally worn by the ministers'

in the New-England States; and I saw-

several ministers wearing pig-tails.

The number of religious institutions in

America exceeds, if possible, those of

England. Bible, Missionary, Tract, and

Sunday School Societies, are very nume-
rous. The American Bible Society is a
noble institution, doing great good. The"

Orphan Asylum at New-York has been
favoured with such remarkable instances

of the Divine care, as to remind one very

strongly of the institution of -Professor

Frank, in Germany. The Deaf and Dumb
* /

Asylum, at Hartford, Connecticut, under
the 'care of the Rev. Mr. Gallaudet, pros-

pers exceedingly. I spent some hours at

the asylum, enjoying a flow of feelings so

sacred and so refined, that I can never lose

the recollection of this visit. Regular
prayer-meetings confined to females, held
at each other's houses, are very common in

America.
But there are some institutions existing

in America, which I have not heard of in

other countries: At Boston, and in other

places, a missionary for the town and
neighbourhood is maintained and em-

ployed ; his work is to carry the gospel to

the poor; to preach in cellars, in garrets
1

,



230 STATE OF SOCIETY

congregation standing. rBlacks ate mem*
bers of^th-e churches of the. whites, and sit

down to the Lord's table with the whites,
wherever I travelled. Divine service

seemed well attended in the states I visited j

.and I should think that, amongst .the pres- .

byterians, the congregationalists, and the

baptists, there are but few instances of a
dry formal ministry, though there remains
much of it still among the episcopalians.-
J fear that there is among the baptists a
Considerable portion of that Calvinism .

which knows not how to unite duty with

sovereignty, obligation with privilege,
watchfulness with perseverance, and the

necessity of prayer with divine influence.

A. baptist church practising open, or chris-

tian communion, I found not; and one Or

two ministers did not hesitate to avow,
that they did not consider pedobaptists as

in the pale of the visible church!!! Is it

.not beyond all expression strange, my dear

brother, that the people, who still complain
so loudly that the baptists were imprison-
ed and flogged at Boston, should them-

,

selves act upon a sentiment so utterly con-

trary to Christian forbearance and chari-

ty?
Elders, as the scripture name for minis-

ters, is much used in some parts. Black



IN AMERICA. ?f>
23 1

cloaks are-generally worn by the ministers"

in 'die' -New-England States; and I saw
several ministers wearing pig-tails.
The number of .religious institutions in

America exceeds, if possible, those of

England. Bible, Missionary, Tract, and

Sunday'School Societies, are very nume-
TOUS. The American Bible Society is a
noble institution, doing great good. The"

Orphan Asylum at New-York has been
favoured with such remarkable instances
of the Divine care, as to remind one very

strongly of the institution of Professor

Frank, in Germany. The Deaf and Dumb
Asylum, at Hartford, Connecticut, under
the 'care of the Rev. Mr. Gallaudet, pros-

pers exceedingly. I spent some hours at

the asylum, enjoying a flow of feelings so

sacred and so refined, that I can never lose

the recollection of this visit. Kegular
prayer-meetings confined to females, held
at each other's houses, are very common in

America.
But there are some institutions existing

in America, which I have not heard of in

other countries: At Boston, and in other
'*

places, a missionary for the town and
neighbourhood is maintained and em-

plo}-ed ; his work is to carry the gospel to

the poor; to preach in cellars, in garrets^



232 STATE OF S06IETY,

and among those who, by their poverty, 01-

their peculiar circumstances, or their dis-

inclination, are excluded from the public
means of. grace. I met two or three of

these interesting missionaries. Societies

of ladies exist for assisting p'oor Christian

students, by purchasing cloth, and making,
them clothes- Other ladies are united to

work together one day in a week, fortnight,
or month, devoting the produce of their

sewing, &c. to some good object. One of

the party reads for the edification of the
rest. Societies of girls, and separate ones
for boys, are numerous: these have meet-

ings, and devote a quarter, or a half, or a
whole dollar a year each, to some Chris-

tian object. In the church under the care
of the Rev. Mr. Payson, of -Portland, a
number of married females have associa-

ted, under a solemn engagement, that the
survivors will, as much as possible, seek
the spiritual good of the children from
whom any mother in this association may
be removed by death.

The different denominations in this

country come together in delightful harmo-
ny, and co-operate without being obstruct-

ed by those impediments which exist in.

other countries. The Sunday-School U-

nion, in New-York, exhibits a noble sped-
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men of the true Christian feeling; and the
union flourishes accordingly.

In short, I found more places of worship
in the large towns in America than in si-

milar towns in Britain, and much genuine
piety among the presbyterians, the eongre-

gationalists, the evangelical episcopalians,
the inethodists, and the baptists; and, as

far as my journeying extended, I observed
a cheering exhibition of Christian progress:
As in England, all denominations of real

Christians are increasing; and all are

growing better. The revivals in different

sections of the union are greater than ever.

I have made special inquiry into the nature

of these- revivals, and find, that the far

greater portion of those who commence a

religions profession under these impres-
sions, continue till death to adorn the doc-
trine of divine influence. -Christian mis-

sions, too, begin to be more and more popu-
lar, and the duty of the, church to indenti-

fy them, as an integral part of its institu-

tions, begins to be more generally felt and

acknowledged in this highly-favoured coun-

try. What a cheering sight it was to see,
on the 9th of last month, coach and wag-
gon loads of missionaries coming into

Princeton, on their way to the Indians:

wilderness, and the solitary place
20*
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shall be glad for them." And how still

more astonishing that these Indians should

be made willing to devote to the education
of their children all the dollars paid to

them by annual instalments, for lands, by
the government of the United States.

Blessed be God! the appearances in all

Christian countries indicate, that we are

rapidly passing into a new order of

things. Indeed all the great events of our

own times seem but the harbingers of his

appearance, who is "the desire of all na-

tions."

Ever indeed yours,
W, WAEP.
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LETTER XXV.

To Mrs. R. STRETTON, of Derby,

London, April 25, 1823.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

THE letter you were so good as to write

to me last year, exhibited a scene of la-

bours, afflictions, and triumphs, on the part
of my beloved friend, which was to me pe-

culiarly interesting. Oh! that my own
race may end with the same certainty of

the crown of righteousness.
Since I received that letter I have been

a wanderer. While in America, 1 found
that the Episcopal church there, (once
the Church of England) had undergone
considerable changes. Conceiving that

these alterations were not much known in

England, and thai they might be interest-

ing to the members of that communion, I

obtained the following account from an

Episcopal minister with whom I became
acquainted; and, as a testimony of my
highest respect for the memory of my dear

friend, permit me to lay this communica-
tion before his amiable widow : This min
ister says,
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"I will now proceed to answer your
questions with regard to the Episcopal
church in this country:
You ask, 1st. 4How many dioceses are

there in the United States?' We have at

present eleven, although [the Episcopal in*

habitants of] every state may, when ex-

pedient, erect itself into a diocese. 1.

The eastern diocese comprehends Maine,
New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, Vermont^
and Rhode-Island. 2. Connecticut. 3.

New-York. 4. New-Jersey. 5. Pennsyl-
vania. 6. Delaware. 7. Maryland. 8.

Virginia. 9. North-Carolina. 10. South-
Carolina. 11. Ohio.

2. 'What is the government?' The af-

fairs of the church at large are regulated
by a body, called 4The general Conven-

tion;' whose power extends to every dio-

cese. This sits once in three years: al-

though it may be called at other times,
when some particular occurrence shall de-

mand it. This convention is divided into

an upper and a lower house. The first

composed of the bishops of the different

states, and the other of a portion of clergy
and laity from the several dioceses. All

motions may originate in either house; al-

though tl~e concunviif.e of the majority of

both must be obtained before they pass is-'
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to a Jaw. Beside this convention, there is

one held each year in every diocese, com-

posed- of the clergy and of lay delegates
from every congregation. Here regula-
tions are made for the government of their

own particular concerns, (which may be

various,) but they must not be contrary to

the constitution of the general church. In

these conventions, the bishop of the dio-

cese acts as president, and has a casting
vote. Out of the body of the clergy and

laity an equal number of each is chosen
to represent the state in the general con-

vention.

3. 'What alteration has the book of com-
mon prayer undergone?' These are but

slight, and principally of those parts which
had a local reference. The athanasian
creed is, however, left out and rhe words
*he descended into liellj in the apostles' creed,
are permitted to be omitted. Some differ-

ence 'has been made also in the arrange-
ment of the morning and evening service,

and some amendment in the office for the

sick, &c.
4. 'When and how was the. convention of

the protestant episcopal church formed?'
This was done in the year 1789, by a dele-

gation from the states.

5. 'What revenues are there attached to
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the episcopacy ?' There are none allottee]

to a bishop, although every, state may, b y
collections and donations, institute a fund

for their diocesan; which may be great or

small at pleasure. Hitherto our bishops
have been maintained as the other clergy,

by taking the charge of a parish ; and when
they travelled through their dioceses, the

churches the} visited paid their expenses
of horse-hire, &c. Many of our presbyters
have a larger maintenance than the bish-

ops. But we have found that, by the bish-

ops being obliged to take charge of a par-
ish for their support, they are obstructed in

that oversight which they ought to take of

all the churches; and therefore many of

the states are endeavouring, by collections

once a year in all the churches, to raise a

fund though no state is obligated to do
so. In one of our dioceses, the bishop has
a small parish, which affords him only 600
dollars annually, and this is all his sup-

port.
6. 'Have you any archbishops? Are

they prohibited T They are not even once
named amongst us, as we do not consider

them apostolical. We have but three or-

ders, bishops,* presbyters, and deacons j

*The bishops, I understand, are chosen by popula
election.
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d coasider .archbishops only as bishops
with a civil title, aad not as necessary for

the government of the church. The senior

bishop has an apparent superiority, but it

only consists in his presiding as persident
in the house of bishops.

7. 'Have clergymen any choice in their

church tnemjersT Yes, it is left entirely
to them who shall be admitted to the ordi-

nances, and persons wishing to commune
&c. must give previous notice to their priest,
that they may be examined. But the dis-

cipline varies in the different states. In

Virginia, no man who lives without family
worship, can be justly a communicant.

8. 'How are the elections to parishefe
made?' They differ with the charters of

the congregations. Some churches choose
their minister by the vestry, who are per-
sons selected annually by the pew-hold-
ers : others by ballot by the whole congre-
gation.

9. 'Have the bishops any patronage?*
No, they can neither place nor replace a
minister of themselves. All the clergy are
left to themselves with regard lo where
they may settle ; it depends entirely on the

free choice of the people. No individual
can have the gift of a parish; nor car*

any convention or bishop place over a.
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church a pastor, without the consent of

the .vestry or congregation.
10. 'Have the bishops any cathedrals or"

houses attached to the bishopric?' Nof

we have no churches nor dwellings appro-
priated to the bishops. Like St. Paul, they"

chiefly dwell in their own hired houses.

11. 'Are your festivals and fast;s the
same as in the church of England?' In

these no alterations have been made, ex-

cept such as come under the term local.

12. 'Are the responses made as in Eng-
land, by the clerk and congregation?' In

general they are: though we do not re-

cognise such an officer as the clerk, only
as leading the singing. And in many
churches, where a pious man cannot be ob-

tained as chorister, the person employed
is prohibited by the minister from raising
his voice above that of the people.
"The state of our church in this coun-

try has been low indeed, owing to the

want of clergymen in the first place, (that

is, before the Revolution) and afterwards

from the prejudice which was excited

ag'iinst her as an offspring of the church of

England. But, happily, things are now
better; and. without any exaggeration, it

may be said, that no denomination- of
Christians has flourished more, than we have--
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for some years past: "Her solitary places
are become glad, and her decayed walls
are buildings up." But alas! we want
much yet from the Great Head of the

church.

"And now, my dear sir, permit me to ask
an interest in your prayers, that I may ever
be a faithful servant of the Lord, and a
true dispenser of the word of life. I can-
not expect ever to see you again in the

ranks of the church-militant; but O! I

hope we shall both join the song of the

triumphant assembly of the first-born in

heaven. May Jehovah-jirek be with you,
Jehovah-nissi over you, and Jehovah-tsidke-

nu, the searcher of your heart, and your por-

tion for ever. Farewell!
"I am," &c.
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ANSWERS TO PRAYER,

LETTER XXVI.

To the Rev. J. M. PIKE, Derby.

'London, April 26, 1821

MY DEAR BROTHER,
I REJOICE that you have begun a Chris-

tian mission; and that you no longer exhi-

bit the awful spectacle, lately so common
in this country, that of a Christian commu-
nity making no efforts for the spread of the

gospel, and exhibiting less of benevolent

feeling than many associations not reli-

gious.
Your missionary labours may hot be so

extended as to excite great public atteri-

tion; but a "spirit of supplication" may do
more for you than if your resources placed
_you at the head of all the missionary soci-

eties. 1 fear we do not perceive sufficient-

ly the immediate and inseparable connex-
ion between divine agency and success in

these efforts for the conversion of blind and
infatuated heathens.

, But what power has produced the amaz-

ing changes, my brother, which we have

recently witnessed among the most sav-

age tribes? Who induced the licentious Ota-
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heitans to set the example to the heathen,
and to give up idolatry at once, and to a
man? Who constrained the people ofOwy-
hee to do the same? The American mis-

sionaries had not arrived there, when the

gods were abandoned. Who has persua-
ded the drunken American Indians to ap-

propriate large annual sums, paid them for

lands by the American government, to the

education of their children? Who has in-

fluenced the New Zealand cannibals to so-

licit missionaries? Who has produced
similar desires among the barbarians in

Madagascar, and made them willing to

give up the slave trade? Who moved the

prejudiced Hindoos to send deputations to

to the missionaries, entreating them to ed-

ucate their children? Who could bring a
thousand persons at Hartford, in America,
as was the case in February last, under
the same sacred impressions at the same
hour, all deeply anxious on that subject
which above all others is most overwhelm-

ing? Who could have expected, that in

so short a time, the converted heathens
themselves would become the most suc-

cessful missionaries? Prankrishnoo, a Hin-
doo minister, has recently baptized fifteen

adult converts in Bengal. In all this who
does not hear the voice which says. "Let
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there be light." And who can help'- con-

necting these propitious appearances,
"in the region and shadow of death,"
with our monthly missionary prayer-meet-
ings ? "Prayer moves the hand that moves
tfte world,"
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Bourbon County.
Isaac Skillman

Milliner Haynes
Christopher Skillman

Joseph King
Enoch Mason 5

John H. Power
Charles Lander
William C. Ashbrook 5

John Forden

Joseph Allen

Bath fy- Montgomery.
Andrew Shanklin 5

- William Whaley
Caleb Ratliff

Turner Anderson
James M'llheny 5

John M'Nale
Robert Galloway
David Trimble

Joseph Coons
William Craig
Sally Graham

Margaret Cattlett

Margaret Mappin
Esther Crooks
Archibald Hambleton
John Henderson

Shclbyviile.
Samnel Harbison 5

Daniel Leach
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Samuel Dupuy
Henry H. Jones

Joseph Mills

N. Bea!

Joseph Simrall

Jonathan Stamper
Daniel Standeford

James Call

John Younger
David Lock
John W. Taylor
Win. Rouse & Co. 5

George Waller

Elijah Stout

Thomas J offers

Henry Barnelt
Edward Tolbert
Rev. John F. Crow 5

D. Robinson
James Moore
James Men we (her

Alexander Logan
William M'Caropbel
John W. Davis
Van Swearingen.

Mercer County*
Rev. Thomas Cleland

Lanty Armstrong
Isaac Smock
William Dickson
John Curry
Clark M'Afee
Robert M :

PIamev:
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Elizabeth Fleece

Martha Bell

Sally A. Green

Letitia Barbour

Sally Rochester
Susan L. Weisiger
Louisa Findley
Jane Clemens
Jane Youce
Sarah U. Birney
Margaret M. Reed
Maria M. Nelson

Nancy Edward?, (Elkton.)
Mercer County.

John Curry
Alexander Wilson
James Smock
Josiah Wilson
Simon Vanarsdali

Henry C. Whitenack
Andrew W. Curry
Jesse Dunn
Jacob Rynerson
Peter Legrange
Allen Rains
Clarkson E. Randolph
John Cozine
John Whitenack
Francis Kirby
Garret Terhune
Isaac Rynerson
Abraham A. Brewer

Clark County.
Rev. R. Morton 5

Fredericksubrgh.
Robert Guinea

Cincinnati.

Rev. Martin Ruter
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Flemingsburgh.
A. E. Ballard

James Alexander
James E. M'Dowell
William T. Tibbs
James B. Carter
Thomas Fulton
William Botts

Nathaniel Foster

Gordon Gates
William Hodge
Henry P. Dunlap
John D. Thomson
William Grain
William C. Park

Lincoln County.
Nathaniel S. Morton
James Smith

Benjamin Biggs
Gabriel Ragsdale
Samuel B. Todd
Josiah Caldwell
John Montgomery
Nelson A Thompson 5

Jomes Montgomery
Samuel Han-
Rev. L. Whitney,

Madison County.
James Barnett

Moses Barber
Jordan Montgomery
Ru:hN Wallace
Archibald Curie

William Fitcbpatrick

Garrard County.
Rev. J. C. Barnes

Stephen G. Letcher, sen.

Thomas Chilton

Larken Ramsay

Herndonsville.

G. F. H. Crockett, M. D,
William Poindexler
Joel Herndon
Samuel Clinton

Edward H. Herndont
Alexander Bradford

Henry Elly, sen.

Joseph Herndon
Francis Alexander
William Threlkeld
Thomas Ficklin
James Chambers
Mareen Duvall
Bartlett Perry

Nashville,

Moses Norveil

William Williams
Thomas Wells
Thomas Yeatman
Joseph VauJx
James R. Robertson
John Boyd
Nathan Ewing
Benjamin Manning
Rev. Samuel Hodge 5

George C. Booth
Jameg Arkine
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John Armstrong
Vance Wilson
John Smock
Isaac Covert
[Robert Holman

Joseph Voorheis
William K. Vanarsdall
James D. Stagg
J. H. Sutfield

C. C. Vanarsdall

Benjamin Hawkins
Peter Jordan
Isaac Mitchell

Peter R. Dunn
Robert M'Gee
Gabriel Slaughter

Harrodsburgh.
William Pawling
Robert B. M'Afee
Samuel D. Street

Enoch Stone

Ephraim M. Stone

Elizabeth Thompson
Jesse Head
Owen Ellis

Pendleton Thomas
John W. Davis

Danville.

Jane M. Moore
Eleanor Reed

Nancy R. Tadlock

Hannah T. Brown
Elizabeth Fleece

Martha Bell

Sally A. Green

Letitia Barbour

Sally Rochester
Susan L. Weisiger
Louisa Findley
Jane Clemens
Jane Youce
Sarah U. Birney
Margaret M. Reed
Maria M. Nelson

Nancy Edwards, (Elklon.}
Mercer County,

John Curry
Alexander Wilson
James Smock
Josiah Wilson
Simon VanarsdaH

Henry C. Whitenack
Andrew W. Curry
Jesse Dunn
Jacob Rynerson
Peter Legrange :

Allen Rains
Clarkson E. Randolph
John Cozine
John Whitenack
Francis Kirby
Garret Terhune
Isaac Rynerson
Abraham A. Brewer

Clark County.
Rev. R. Morton 5

Fredericksiibrgh,
Robert Guinea

Cincinnati.

Rev. Martin Ruter
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Flemingsburgh.
A.E. Ballard

James Alexander
James E. M'Dowell
William T. Tibbs
James B. Carter
Thomas Fulton
William Botts

Nathaniel Foster

Gordon Gates
William Hodge
Henry P. Dunlap
John D. Thomson
William Grain

William C. Park

Lincoln County.
Nathaniel S. Morton
James Smith

Benjamin Biggs
Gabriel Ragsdale
Samuel B. Todd
Josiah Caldwell
John Montgomery
Nelson A Thompson 5

Jomes Montgomery
Samuel Harr
Rev. L. Whitney,

Madison County.
James Barnett

Moses Barber
Jordan Montgomery
Ru:hN Wallace

Archibald Curie

William Fitchpatrick

Garrard County.
Rev. J. C. Barnes

Stephen G. Letcher, sec-

Thomas Chilton

Larken Ramsay

Herndonsville.

G. F.H.Crockett, M. Do
William Poindexter
Joel Herndon
Samuel Clinton

Edward H. Herndon
Alexander Bradford

Henry Elly, sen.

Joseph Herndon
Francis Alexander
William Threlkeld
Thomas Ficklin

James Chambers
Mareen Duvall
Bartlett Perry

Nashville.

Moses Norvell

William Williams
Thomas Wells
Thomas Yeatman
Joseph VauJx
James R. Robertson
John Boyd
Nathan Ewing
Benjamin Manning
Rev. Samuel Hodge 5

George C. Booth
James Arkine



248 SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

John Smith Frankfort,
James Sharp James Wight
George Ralston William B. RatlifT

William Robb Moses Campbell
Peter Musley, Wilson Cfy John V. Vest
Samuel Trigg, do. John Brown
Ch. Holmes, Murfeesboro. A. W. Waller
William Bowman, do. Eliza T. Sharp

Catharine A. Taylor
John GoodmanBourbon County,

Basil Berry
Solomon Hoggins
Enoch Kirby
James Arnett

Jonathan Hayns
Jetson M. Keith
David Robinson
Francis Stackman

Jessamine*

Abraham Cassel

George T. Chrisman

Isaac Ridgway
Nathaniel Harris

James E. Christian

Pleasant Alversou

JVicholasville.

Mary O. Benedict

John Harris

James Harris

Catharine C. Lewis

Nelson Dills

Mary A, Le\ris

J. C. Breekenridge
'

James Y. Love
Scott County.

John JFhitney
William Holding
Newton Camron
Thomas Sharp
Lee Bird

Job Stephenson
Juliana Brooking
Abraham Buford
Samuel Finley
J'Falker Sanders

Woodford.
William Hawkins
James Latta

Catharine Alexander

Benjamin Davis
Anderson Garnelt

Daniel Stepbenson;
Agatha Marshall
John Read
Leonard Filson

D. Thornton



SUBSCRIBES' NAMES.

William Stewart
H. Rowland

Fielding Davis
-Noah Haydon 18

North Middletozcn,

A.W.Bills
James Simms

Clayborne Harris
William Clendennea
William Powell

Wesley Williams
Thomas Parish

J. R. Abbay

Mason County.
Rev. Wvti. Vaughn 5

Jessamine.

Andrew JVPCampbell
Samuel R. Offutt

Richard Young
Samuel Hayes
Abraham Venice
Rev. Joshua Hudson 2

Jessamine Paper Mill.

Daniel Bryan
Thomas J. Garrett
Peter Vanderveer
,Willis Bragg

Fayette, Scott 8f Bourbon.

Squire Robinson, Fayette
William Tiler do.

Rebecca Watson <lo.

Walter Wyatt do.

Duncan Dunn do.

William Manuel do.

Richd. Biddle, Bourbon
John Lydick do.

John Devore do.

Peter Halley do.

Denmark Forsyth do.

William G. Batterton do.

William Tucker do.

John H. Stuart, Scotl

Sarah Garth do.

Isaac Griffith do.

William D. Wilson do.

Bourbon & Fayette.

Nancy Markey, Bourbon.

John Hoffman do.

Henry Kleiser do.

Peter Smeltzer do.

James Conn do.

Mary T. Webb, Fayette

Lucy Webb do.

Isaac Webb,jun. do.

Fayette, Woodford, fyc.

Nat. Ferguson, Fayette.
E. Melton do.

Willis Price do.

Huldah C. Bell, Lex.

John Allen, Woodford
John Lackland do.

Samuel Stevenson do.

John Armstrong do.

E. M. Reddick, St. Louts,



248 SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

John Smith Frankfort.
James Sharp James Wight
George Ralsfon William B. RatlifT

William Robb Moses Campbell
Peter Mosley, JFz'/son CA/JohnV. Vest-

Samuel Trigg, do. John Brown
Ch. Holmes, Murfeesboro. A. W. Waller
William Bowman, do. Eliza T. Sharp

Bourbon County.
Basil Berry
Solomon Hoggins
Enoch Kirby
James Arnett

Jonathan Hayns
Jetson M. Keith
David Robinson

Francis Stackman

Jessamine*

Abraham Cassel

George T. Chrisman

Isaac Ridgway
Nathaniel Harris

James E. Christian

Pleasant Alverson

Nicholasville.

Mary O. Benedict

John Harris

James Harris

Catharine C. Lewis

Nelson Dills

Mary A, Lewis

Catharine A. Taylor
John Goodman
J. C. Breekenridge 5

James Y. Love
Scott County..

John fFhitney
William Holding
Newton Camron
Thomas Sharp
Lee Bird

Job Ste.phenson
Juliana Brooking
Abraham B a ford

Samuel Finley
talker Sanders

Woodford.
William Hawkins
James Latta

Catharine Alexander

Benjamin Davis

Anderson Garnett

Daniel Stephensoa
Agatha Marshall
John Read
Leonard Filson,

D. Thornton
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William Stewart
H. Rowland

Fielding Davis
-Koah Haydon 18

North Middletoton,

,A. W.Bills
James Simms

Clayborne Harris
William Clendennea
William Powell

Wesley Williams
Thomas Parish

;J. R. Abbay

Mason County*
Rev. Wtti. Vaughn 5

Jessamine.

Andrew M'Campbell
Samuel R. Offutt

Richard Young
Samuel Hayes
Abraham Venice
Rev. Joshua Hudson 2

Jessamine Paper Mill.

Daniel Bryan
Thomas J. Garrett
Peter Vanderveer
,Willis Bragg

Fayette, Scott $ Bourbon.

Squire Robinson, Fayette
William Tiler do.

Rebecca Watson -do.

Walter Wyatt , do.

Duncan Dunn do.

William Manuel do.

Richd. Biddle, Bourbon
John Lydick do.

John Devore do.

Peter Halley do.

Denmark Forsyth do.

William G. Batterton do.

William Tucker do.

John H. Stuart, Scott

Sarah Garth do.

Isaac Griffith do.

William D. Wilson do.

Bourbon fy Fayette.

Nancy Markey, Bourbon.

John Hoffman do.

Henry Kleiser do.

Peter Smeltzer do.

James Conn do.

Mary T. Webb, Fayette

Lucy Webb do.

Isaac Webb,jun. do.

Fayette, Woodford, SfC.

Nat. Ferguson, Fayeite.
E. Melton do.

Willis Price do.

Hnldah C. Bell, Lex.
John Allen, Woodford
John Lackland do.

Samuel Stevenson do.

John Armstrong do.

E. M. Reddick, St. Loms>



250 SUBSCRIBERS .

Fayette & Scott.

David R. Preston
John Bell

John W. Hunt, jun,
'

Robert Marshall, sen.

Stephenson Irwin

Daniel M. Witherspoon
George Logan
Catharine S. Glass

Alexander Logan

Fayette fy Bourbon*
David Barton
William Scott

William Wilson
Abner Wilson
Thomas Scott

Claybourn Mitchell

Benjamin Robinson
Jesse Hulett
Richard Hullet

Benjamin Davis

John Shoot
William Pritchart

David Wilson
Thomas Scott

Ambrose Haley
Silas Hurst
William Stewart

George Mitchell

Elex. Stewart

James Weathers

Fayette County.
Rev. B. W. Riley

Micajah Stone

Williamson Price
Jesse Maupin
Jesse Bryant
Jonathan Parish

Greensby W. Allen

Thomas Downton
James Beasly
George Dunlap
E. Kidd
William Veale

SamuelRilchey
Robert M'Afee
John Howard
David Bell

Ephraim Bates

Henderson Bell

Larkin Price

Ransdale Petty
J. R. Witherspoon
Rev. R. Stewart

Henry C. Offutt

John Wardlow
G. Gorham
David Wilson
W. Boone
David Lyle
William M'Clelland

James C. Todd
James Doak
Thomas Dodd
Waller Bullock

James Bell

John Higbee
William Vanpelt



SUlsCRIfiERS
5 NAME&

Lexington*
William H. Rainey
L. M'Cullough
Thomas Nelson
Alexander S. Trotter
Robert M'Nitt
J. Weir, jr.

Hugh Foster
Samuel Blair
Rev. R. M. Cunningham
Benjamin Cassel

Mary Til ford

James Cowan
S. H. Barton
James W. Palmer 5
W. G. Hunt 5
W. W. YVorsley 5

Joseph Ficklin
John D. Dillon 5

Matthew Elder
William Guillam
William Garrett
James C. Robinson

Fielding Gantt

Stephen Pi Norton
J. Colwell
Peter Hedenberg
Jacob Cassell
L. Hilton
James Hutchison
Richard Vawter
William Pritchart
Abram S. Drake
Walter Warfield

Mary Parker

Spencer Cooper
John Bryan
Rev. Thomas Hand
Elizabeth Trotter

Joseph Barbee
Lewis Barbee
Edward Welsh
Jacob M'Conathy
Robert M'Connell
James Anderson
John King
William King
John Bridges
Joel JlFallingsford
Catharine Beach
Rev. James Blythe.

Henry Ruckle
Purnel Bishop
Joseph Putman
A. Anderson, jr.
Thomas Church
Abraham FTalket

Thomas H. Rogers
Peter Poind^xter
John Brennaa
J. M. Pike
Leslie Combs
James Graves
H. Jarvis

Joseph Logan
Catharine Crawford
Enoch M. Smith

Elijah



SUBSCRIBERS'

Anthony Gaunt

Mary Keen
Martha U. Keen
James Beach
Alexander Parker

Joseph H. Hervey
Rev. N. H. Hall
C. M. Lockwood

Mary Whitney
Joseph Towler
Mamix Verden
Jane Patrick

James Taylor, jr.

William Parrish

JVIrs. J. S. Richardson

Margaret Park
E. H. Adams
John Cole 5

William Long
Richard Ash ton
William Henry
Francis Marshall

Samuel Taylor
Stephens &: Jfmslow

George Trotter$ sen*

C. Cropper
Susan Cooke
James Coleman

Benjamin Ayies

Stephen Sturdevant

John Stickney
Esther Morrison
J. K. Looney
Robert JFilson

E. M. Paterson

George Robinson
Patterson Bain
Thomas Huggins
JFilliam Montgomery
Samuel Trotter

Joseph Singer
Samuel Pilkington
James P. Henry
U. Berryman
Samuel Redd
William. L. Breckinrige
Stephen H. Reid
Martin Hoagland
William H. Holme
William Tod
Joseph Bruen
William H. Delph
James Teague
William Bell

Sarah Misner
J. J. Polk
Samuel King
John Hull
J. M. Hewett
John Norton

-flynman Seely
William MacbeaK
Samuel Ay res

James fFilson

William Hanson
Richard Henry
Jarnes E. Davis
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Anthony Gaunt

Mary Keen
Martha U. Keen
James Beach
Alexander Parker

Joseph H. Hervey
Rev. N. H. Hall
C. M. Lockwood

Mary Whitney
Joseph Towler
Marnix Verden
Jane Patrick

James Taylor, jr.
William Parrish

Mrs. J. S. Richardson

Margaret Park
E. H. Adams
John Cole 5

William Long
Kichard Ash ion
JFilliam Henry
Francis Marshall

Samuel Taylor
Stephens & Jfinslow

George Trotter^ sen*

C. Cropper
Susan Cooke
James Coleman

Benjamin Ayies

Stephen Sturdevant

John Stickney
Esther Morrison-'"

J. K. Looney
Robert

E. M. Patterson

George Robinson
Patterson Bain
Thomas Huggins
William Montgomery
Samuel Trotter

Joseph Singer
Samuel Pilkington
James P. Henry
U. Berryman
Samuel Redd
JFilliam. L. Breckinrige
Stephen H. Reid
Martin Hoagland
/'Filliam H. Holme
William Tod
Joseph Bruen
William H. Delph
James Teague
William Bell
Sarah Misner
J. J. Polk
Samuel King
John Hull
J. M.Heweti
John Norton

.Hynman Seely
Jfilliam MacbeaK
Samuel Ay res

James Wilson

William Hanson
Richard Henry
James E. Davis
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